
Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity’s 5th Interfaith Dialogue 
A Weeklong Interfaith Initiative and Interfaith Dialogue in Celebration of the  

2026 UN World Interfaith Harmony Week 

 February 1-7, 2026  

World Interfaith Harmony Week, established by the UN in 2010 at the proposal of King Abdullah II of  
Jordan, is observed each year during the first week of February. It calls on nations around the world to  
promote interfaith harmony and goodwill, fostering peaceful coexistence and shared respect across  
religious and cultural divides. To mark UN World Interfaith Harmony Week (Feb 1–7), Pikes Peak Habitat for 
Humanity launched an advocacy campaign promoting collaboration among diverse faith communities, starting 
with an Interfaith Community Dialogue on February 1 that fostered thoughtful conversation and shared  
understanding among various religious and non-religious backgrounds.  

World Interfaith Harmony Week provides a platform for people of all faiths—or none—to engage in  
respectful dialogue, deepen mutual appreciation, and unite in service. To support the initiative, we invited  
participants to explore the UN’s mission, watch our eight-part bridgebuilding series, and learn how  
diverse faiths or no faiths can unite to support affordable housing locally.  

At Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity our mission is seeks to put God’s love into action by bringing people  
together to build homes, communities and hope. Our Interfaith Build for Unity (IBU) program brings together 
faith leaders from various congregations and faith traditions from around El Paso County. These faith leaders 
have committed to unite to join forces to build homes for families in El Paso County. 
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 In 2024 our UN World Interfaith Harmony Week initiative, and interfaith 
dialogue, earned second place in H.M. King Abdullah II U.N. World Inter-
faith Harmony Week prize competition. The prize 
competition was established to recognize three  
global events (projects) annually which best promote 
the goals of World Interfaith Harmony week. 
 
Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity’s Bridgebuilding: An  
Interfaith Collaboration training series was chosen to  
receive recognition for World Interfaith Harmony 
week. Their efforts earned them a silver medal and 
second place internationally. 
 
The video series is designed to help organizations foster engagement 
across faith traditions and break down common  
misconceptions. During World Interfaith Harmony Week, it was shared 
with dialogue participants as a valuable resource for becoming interfaith 
bridge builders.  
 
This award-winning series explores the heart of an extraordinary  
interfaith initiative, revealing how compassion drives lasting change. 
Through diverse voices and stories, it highlights how Pikes Peak Habitat 
for Humanity not only builds homes but also strengthens communities. 
and fosters meaningful human connections.  
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“The World Interfaith Harmony 
Week seeks to promote the  

common basis of ‘Love of God’ 
and ‘Love of the Neighbor’ or 

‘Love for the Good’ and ‘Love for 
the Neighbor’ among people as a 
means to safeguard world peace. 

Its message invites everyone,  
excludes no one, and is purely  

voluntary.” 

HRH Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad  

of Jordan 

The Bridgebuilding video series was created as an interfaith  
resource, highlighting the reflections, perspectives and feedback of 
diverse faith leaders engaged in interfaith work. It aims to equip  
organizations to engage across religious boundaries, address  
misconceptions, and encourage participation as an expression of love 
for God and/or neighbor.  
 
During World Interfaith Harmony Week, it was shared with volunteers 
and dialogue participants to support interfaith understanding and  
collaboration. Recently, we added a ninth video culminating the  
eight-part video series, demonstrating how interfaith  
dialogue can be implemented and put into action. 

To view all of the videos please scan the QR code.  

Bridgebuilding: An Interfaith   
Collaboration Video Training Series  
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In collaboration with the Pikes Peak Interfaith Coalition, the Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Build 
for Unity subcommittee created an interfaith dialogue to bring the greater community together to break 
bread, connect and engage in conversation about faith and affordable homeownership. Both groups empha-
sized the importance of interfaith perspectives on affordable homeownership.  

The event focused on affordable homeownership and housing in El Paso County and around Colorado 
Springs, examining the impacts on marginalized and low-income neighborhoods as well as the broader 
effects of the region’s affordable housing shortage. 

We kicked off World Interfaith Harmony Week with our interfaith dialogue “Together We Overcome  
Barriers to Build Stability,” on Sunday, Feb. 1 at the University of Colorado, Colorado Springs. Around 63 
community members from diverse faiths and backgrounds were in attendance.  

The event also showcased the United Nations World Interfaith Harmony Week silver medal awarded to Pikes 
Peak Habitat in 2024. The event featured panelists from local housing organizations and invited everyone to 
participate in group discussions.  
 
Feda Jodeh, interfaith program coordinator, explained that the event was designed to do more than spark 
dialogue. It was to foster mutual understanding across faiths and differences, with attendees  
participating in the global World Interfaith Harmony Week movement to promote unity and goodwill. 

The afternoon began with an inclusive prayer followed by a speech from our Interfaith Build for Unity  
homeowner. Amanda. She shared her life journey to find affordable homeownership. Her Habitat home was  
completed and dedicated to her on February 28.  

Amanda told audience members that her “journey to getting my own home was hard.” She shared that she 
has been on her own since she was 14 and that her life has been extremely difficult. When she first  
connected with Pikes Peak Habitat, she never thought she would be selected as a future homeowner.  
“I never imagined I would be chosen for a house,” she said. Amanda credits her strong faith in God and the 
blessings she has received along the way, adding, “I thank God for watching over us and leading us.” As a 
homeowner, she says that Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity has “placed me in a position of deep gratitude.”  

 

 

Together, We Overcome Barriers  
to Build Stability  
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To read more about Amanda and her family  

scan the QR code or visit  

pikespeakhabitat.org/blog/amandas-family-story/ 

https://pikespeakhabitat.org/blog/amandas-family-story/
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Panelists discussed affordable homeownership, the impacts of the housing shortage and how their faith 
speaks to housing equity. 

The panel consisted of : 

Stefka Fanchi, president and CEO of Elevation Community Land Trust; Jill Gaebler, executive director of Pikes 
Peak Housing Network; Kris Lewis, CEO of Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity, Katie Sunderlin; housing  
solutions manager for the City of Colorado Springs 
 
Stefka started our panel discussion by noting that “Colorado ranks 7th in per capita income but only 43rd in 
homeownership among the 50 states. This gap signals a growing wealth disparity that will likely worsen as 
wealth transfers to the next generation, leaving many Coloradans locked out of homeownership and the  
stability and opportunity it provides.” 

Panelists explaining how housing has affected low-income and marginalized communities. Jill Gaebler  
mentioned, “From December 2017 to December 2025, Colorado's average home values surged almost 50%, 
outpacing average income growth of just 35% from 2017 to 2023.” This surge is causing families to spend 
over half their income on housing. 
 

Katie noted that, “Our latest Housing Needs Assessment makes one thing unmistakably clear: Colorado 
Springs needs more housing if we want our community to flourish. We are short thousands of units, and both 
renters and middle‑income families are feeling the squeeze. When residents can’t find a stable place to live, it 
affects every part of our local economy and our shared quality of life. Habitat for Humanity’s work is a critical 
part of the solution, helping us build the kind of community where people can put down roots, support their 
families, and truly thrive.”  
 

All panelists expressed a shared belief that affordable homeownership is a must, regardless of your faith or 
no faith tradition. It is a basic human right. 

For more information about our World Interfaith  

Harmony Week interfaith dialogue please scan 

the QR Code below or visit our website at  

pikepeakhabitat.org/get-involved/faith-in-action/ 

pikepeakhabitat.org/get-involved/faith-in-action/


Call to Action 
Guided by the UN World Interfaith Harmony Week spirit of unity, 
may our diverse beliefs continue to come together to support 
affordable housing and build community, not in spite of our  
differences, but because of them. To unite and strengthen our 
shared values and encourage meaningful dialogue and action 
around affordable homeownership and building community.  
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Community Connections:  
Dialogue and Reflection 

Following the panel, attendees took part in facilitated interfaith  
table discussions. Guided questions invited participants to share 
why their personal beliefs make housing a meaningful issue, ex-
plore how interfaith collaboration can foster trust across different 
faith traditions, and brainstorm ways to harness the collective  
power of diverse communities to advocate for inclusive and  
sustainable housing policies. To ensure a rich and diverse dialogue, 
participants were asked to choose their tables according to the list 
of table topics that were provided for them. 

IBU Build Day 
We completed our World Interfaith Harmony Week with an interfaith 
build day at our construction site on Feb 7. Volunteers from various 
faith congregations came together to complete the building of our 
5th IBU home for Amanda and her family. Her home was recently 
dedicated on February 28 with 146 community members in  
attendance. The event included prayers and blessings from the IBU 
faith leaders, gifts donated by local congregations and groups, and 
a Native American round dance.  

 

 

IBU Bench Build 
A special moment in the dialogue 
came toward the end. Two years 
ago, the IBU committed to  
presenting a meaningful gift to the 
IBU homeowner on their home dedi-
cation day. They envisioned a unique 
idea: an Interfaith bench, symbolizing 
unity and collaboration. This  
memorable gift was brought to life 
on stage during the dialogue event. 
Representatives from the IBU  
subcommittee presented bench 
boards, each beautifully decorated 
by the youth of their congregations. 
One by one, the boards were placed 
and secured onto the bench. As the 
final piece was added, the bench 
came to life, revealing the completed 
gift to the audience in a powerful and 
symbolic display of unity. Some 
bench boards were intentionally set 
aside for participants to add their 
own messages of support and hope.  


