Let us pray
Thank you, Lord,
that even today we may gather in Your name.
Thank You for the freedom we live in,
the freedom to believe, to think, to speak
with open hearts and unbound voices.
We pray for all the places in this world
where such freedom does not exist,
where people cannot believe, think, or speak
as they wish.
We pray for all the places
where faith is misused,
where it becomes a tool of power,
manipulation and oppression.
In this week, as World Interfaith Harmony Week reminds us
of the possibility of unity,
we pray for peace between religions.
May faith never become a weapon,
but a path to dialogue,
to understanding and respect.
We pray for all places
where minorities are persecuted because of their faith.
We pray for Christians who suffer,
and for all other groups who live in fear.
Be near to them, Lord.
Strengthen their hope.

Open the eyes of those in authority,
governments and leaders who allow persecution,
so that they may recognize every person’s right
to live and believe as they want.

Help us, too, to walk in humility and love,
as You have shown us.
Teach us to meet others as equals,
with respect, no matter what faith they carry.
Help us to use the talents You have given us
for the good of Your kingdom.
Let us not bury them in fear or false modesty,
but let them flourish
for the blessing of one another
and for the care of Your created earth.

At the same time, Lord, we confess
that we need You.
Without Your peace, Your love, and Your joy,
we have so little to give.
Give us what we need
to walk the path You have called us to.
Plant Your love within us
for every human being.
Let us see one another through Your eyes,
and love as You do.
We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen
