


Report 1: Marking the Opening of the UN World Interfaith     
                        Harmony Week in a Church Service 
                        Kolding International Congregation 
                                            Sunday, February 1, 2026 
                         Simon Peters Church, Islandsvej 12, 6000 Kolding, Denmark 

The day, February 1, 2026, started with a church service, an introduction to the UN Interfaith Harmony Week. The church service was conducted by Rev. Michael Markussen. The community singing was accompanied by the organist, Ejvind Amorsen using both the piano and organ. 
Part One: The church service inside Simon Peters Church 
The church service was guided by a printed program via Power Point on the screen.  Enclosed is the program of the Church Service which lays out the slides in its order. 
It started with prayer, then the introduction by the priest, why the day is special on this particular Sunday when the UN opens the World InterFaith Harmony Week on the first week in February. Part of the pastor’s introduction on the global event could be seen or read also from the Rev. Michael Markussen’s Letter of Support as enclosed. 
The choice of songs: a. on belongingness to ahouse, a country, in a church 
                                           fellowship 
                                     b. on the Holy Spirit, to inflame love, as love divine, to heal the 
                                           guilt and fear 
                                     c.  on life that flows in endless songs despite storms 
                                     d. song for the offertory 
                                      e. songs of blessing and affirmation  
 
Note: All texts of the songs  are found on the Power Point presentation on the screen, and as attached below. 
All songs were beautifully accompanied by the church organist, Ejvind Amorsen. 


Reading of the text: from the Old Testament and the New Testament text was from Matthew 25: 14-30 on the entrusted talents. How are we called to stewardship of our talents and resources. How important it is to be faithful in small things but also in big things. How important it is to make use of talents instead of hiding or burying them unused. 
Prayer on Mother Therese shown on  the screen  (slide  on Power Point) 
Sermon by Pastor Michael Markussen with use of some images on the screen. 
Prayer by Lone Krogh Møller on local and global concerns (see the page enclosed) 
Offertory: The call to offering. The congregation supports work for children refugees who are stranded in Athens without the presence or company of their parents. They are taken cared of by an organization FAROS to which offerings, paid via mobile pay , are channeled for this children’s ministry. 
Note: The International Kolding Congregation has also an international choir, Kolding International Voices, which holds public concerts in summer and Christmas with sales of the tickets, sent to support the ministry of the refugee children in Athens through FAROS, a church-related organization. It is a choir of 50 singers, Danish and some international students.  
The Holy Communion, the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, of bread and wine. 
Time to receive the symbols of Jesus’ body broken for us, and the wine as symbol for Jesus’ blood for our salvation. The time before the altar allows time to silently pray – light a candle or say prayer in silence while kneeling before the altar. 
Recitation of the Lord’s Prayer with freedom for each one to say the prayer in his or her own language. 
Song as Blessing and Song of Affirmation ( see the Power Point as attached) 






Information on coming events as shared with the congregation, among others; 
· The invitation to Fellowship around Coffee Table after the Church Service 
· The Opening of the Art Exhibition on February 4 at Kolding Library with the     attendance of Merete Due Paarup, the chairperson of the Kolding Municipality’s Culture Committee.  
· The Women Encounter Women Event at Simon Peters Hus on February 28.
· The Danish Language Study or Sprogcafé, free Danish lessons for foreigners, every Tuesday in Simon Peters House. 
Part 11: Fellowship after the Church Service 
1. Before entering the room for fellowshipping, we had put some information on       
UN WIFHW for people to see as they entered. 
2. The table for cakes and fruits, coffee and tea were placed on tables with 
tablecloths designed with flags all over the world. Small country flags were also planted into some cupcakes. 
3. People could choose where to sit down and give time to speak and say hello to each other. 
4. There was time to follow up on the coming events and distribution of written papers as information, placed on the tables which they could share with others. 
5. There was time for personal talks on special concerns and interests and also some sounds of happy laughter. 

_____________________
Enclosed the Letter of Support 
The Prayer by Lone Krogh Møller.
The order of the Church service on Power Point Presentation 
Photos 












