

Report 11: Art Exhibition at Kolding Main Library
  In observance of UN World InterFaith Harmony Week 
       Kolding Bibliotek, Slotssøvej 4, 6000 Kolding, Dk 
                                  February 2- March 2, 2026 
                 
A. Preparations: 
1.  Agreement with Kolding Library and its great support 
Winter 2025: Making an agreement with our contact librarian, Anni Schumacher, for permission to hold the 8th Art Exhibition, UN World InterFaith Harmony Week 2026. We wanted very much that it should be an event to take place during the first week in February. We were then allowed to hang the artworks on February 2 and have the opening of the art exhibition to the public on February 4 and March 2 as the time to take down the exhibited paintings. 
We were provided with 24 display boards and hooks and other accessories for hanging. We got help with all what was needed for the Opening of the Exhibition to public: the chairs, the tables, the sound system. Very thankful for the personnels at the library who attended to our needs until the end day of the exhibition. 
2. Contact with artists who are available 
 More than 40 artists were contacted. There were those who used to join in previous exhibitions but could not make it. There were new ones contacted and others who took initiative to be counted. For the first time, we had 3 artists from Ukraine who offered their works of art, and new artists from 2 churches in town. 




22 adult artists said yes, and 14 school children joined and submitted their paintings with inspiration from our contact person. The children came from Ødis School and Almind School in town. The artists represent countries of origin: Denmark, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Iraq, Ukraine and Trinidad. (See the list of the artists as enclosed document) 
3. Meetings of the committee: via emails and physical meeting in the church of Simon Peters Church: Elizabeth Padillo Olesen, Lone Krogh Møller, Pastor Michael Markussen. Camilla Møbjerg from Haderslev Diocese. Division of tasks;
1. Elizabeth- to contact the librarian on some questions we have-  especially in relation to the Opening of the Art Exhibition;  contact artists on the time schedule, prepares the program for the Opening Event of the Art Exhibition, be present in the day of  hanging up their art works on February 2, and also on the taking down of their art works on March 2. And contacts people who could give cultural numbers.
2.  Lone, to take  care of the coffee table with the table cloth with different flags in our one world, takes care of the gifts of gratitude to be awarded to all the artists, gives time to visit the exhibition and see that everything is on place and no harm inflicted;  coordinate with Jennifer Langkjær, our contact person of the school, on the kind of gifts to be given to the 14 school children, take photos. 
 3. Michael, to contact the mayor in town and invite him to be the speaker of the Opening of the Art Exhibition and if he is not able, he may send a representative from the town’s cultural committee, works with Elizabeth to finalize the program, also to choose songs relevant and meaningful for the event. The church organist was notified. 

               
4. Camilla, to make the invitation to the Opening of the Art Exhibition for public distribution and the list of artists. Her office from Haderslev Diocese, to take care of the expenses for the bouquets of flowers as gifts to all artists and expenses used for the coffee table.          
B. Putting up the Art Exhibition. February 2, 2026, from 12 to 6 pm. at Kolding Library. 
Hanging up of paintings. We received 24 display boards, hooks and other accessories for hanging the art pieces.  Two display boards were used to hang up our information on UN WIFHW history, symbols on religions, our previous information on previous Art Exhibitions at the library and a long table was provided for us to put all contact information of the artists and how interested parties could contact them. It’s not allowed to put up prices for the hanged art works. Interested people with possibility to purchase could directly contact the artist. The list of artists, some postcards on hope and better integration plus the interreligious calendar, published by Tværkulturelt Center were also displayed, free for people to get and own. The Gideons’ International also displayed some New Testaments freely to be picked up by anyone. Some exercises to test one’s knowledge on symbols of religion were also displayed on this common info table.
Jytte Leonhard Christensen is one artist among us, who has a professional experience in making exhibitions. She was a great help also in making use of the wall, offered to us to use for our exhibition to hang some paintings in addition to the display boards we got.
There were all in all 80 pieces of exhibited artworks in small and big sizes.  Every artist was given 1 display board for their art, using both sides - back-to-back. The 14 children could use only 1 display board for their small paintings. Hanging of art works was from 12 am to 6 pm. By that time, some viewers were already dropping by. 

The artists who came earlier managed to give a helping hand. Others showed dexterity in hanging up their paintings and managed to assist those who needed help. There was sharing of tools from scissors to nails and thumbtacks or rope or finding a chair to sit on. 
Coffee and tea and biscuits were made available to those who came after 12 am. The time for setting up the Art Exhibition also gave time to talk, to share some words and inspiration. There was also exchanging of contact information on small pieces of cards or papers. There was also time to look at other’s artworks…and engaged in some chats. 
An organist in the group, a wife to an artist among the group, also played piano while we were working, also partly practicing her own musical composition, she would play at the Opening of the Art Exhibition in 2 two days’ time. There was joy over a friendly atmosphere. 

C. The Opening of the Art Exhibition: February 4, 2026, from 3 to 5 pm.  
1. Preparations, hospitality of the library, Coffee Time
In the morning, library personnel was assigned to serve us in setting up  the area for the opening. We received instruction on how to adjust the sound system. Chairs for more than 100 people were set up. As more people came, we had to get more chairs from some of the rooms near the exhibition area. 
The piano at the library was made available for us. And the library kitchen was also open, so we could take some utensils to serve water to guests. Coffee and tea in thermos were prepared from the church of Simon Peters Church. Plates to display cakes and biscuits were also borrowed from the library kitchen.
We opened the coffee table at 3 pm. Lone and Elizabeth came at 1 pm, also arranging two long adjacent tables for people to get their afternoon snacks. People started coming. Some of the artists with their friends and family came much earlier. 

2. The Official Program 
Song sheets for community singing were distributed on the seats. (see the list of songs for community singing) 
Pastor Michael Markussen led the program and welcomed everyone -giving information on the program and introducing the invited speaker to open the exhibition: Merete Due Paarup, a politician, chairwoman of the Cultural Committee of Kolding Municipality, affirming her support of the  UN WIFH, thanking the artists and organizers. 
Singing together was a valuable part of the program. People love to sing, also in other languages. It was singing old and new songs. It was singing on love and hope and part of our history. Choice and content of songs, like “Love your neighbor as yourself” from Denmark, the song from Venezuela. “Hør det budskab”, to hear the message on the needed work for love and justice,  and the song from the Philippines, “If we could consider each other as brother or sister…” and more songs already laid out the tone on the principle behind World Interfaith Harmony Week. (See song list, attached) 
Information and Group Song by refugees from Ukraine 
· Lone Krogh Møller, coordinator of Cross-Cultural Ministry of Kolding giving info on the work of the 31 local churches in Kolding   to help the integration of foreigners, immigrants and refugees. She informed also other activities which are regularly happening as offer to foreign students and Danes, and new Danes and foreign guests or immigrants- like Danish Language Café, camps, Cross-cultural meal… women events, etc. 

The cross-cultural ministry is the work of Kolding Deanery, which consists of 31 churches in town. This present event is also supported by the Haderslev Diocese that grants monetary support. 

· Cultural Number by Ukrainian refugee friends in Kolding. They sang beautifully. One of the singers is the leader of the Ukrainian Dancing Group in Kolding who performed a great dance during last year’s UN WIFHW. That time we asked her how much we should pay for their dancing, and the answer was,” No, no at all. We have much received help from Kolding Municipality and we have to give back.”  (enclosed, the video on the group song of Ukrainian ladies. Note. Refugees in Denmark enjoy special status) 

· Dramatizing the biblical story, “The Good Samaritan” 
                                                           (Luke 10:25–37)
The story was performed as pantomime, acted out in accordance to the reading of the story. The two first characters, who played Jesus and the learned man who asked him a question, played their roles by actually saying their lines while the rest of the story was played as pantomime, acting according to the reading of the text. 
We needed two more roles to be filled in. We had to spontaneously ask the crowd if there were among them willing to play the roles. And it was amazing to get volunteers so the role play could be presented with the following 9 characters dressed in special costumes:  1. the well-learned person, 2. Jesus, 3.the person on a journey, 4-5. the robbers attacking the man on a journey, 6.the priest that simply passed by the fallen victim, 7. the Levite who also simply passed by, 8. the Good Samaritan, who stopped and helped 9. and health attendant where the victim was brought. The role play raised the silent questions for reflection: Who is my neighbor? And how can we love our neighbor?  How can we love God? 

· Speeches by the two artists on their art and what’s in their heart 
 Ana Ionesi from Romania (see enclosed copy of Ana’s speech  delivered  in English with available translation in Danish language)
Speech of the artist Ana Ionesi to the Opening of the Art Exhibition, Feb. 4.2026

My name is Ana Ionesi. I was born in the Republic of Moldova, moved to Romania at five, and fifteen years ago, life brought me to Denmark. Today, I am blessed with a family of my own, my husband Cristi and our two beautiful children, Eva and Gabriel.

For the past few years, I have supported the Interfaith Harmony Week here at Kolding Library. For me, this exhibition isn’t just about showing art; it is a spiritual checkpoint. It is the moment I reconnect with myself, evaluating if the path I am following is still my own, and redefining and reaffirming the beliefs that ground me.

I am a scientist and an engineer by profession, but an artist by heart. I’ve realized that my art is where my engineering mind and my human soul finally meet.

In my professional life, I look for logic, exact numbers, and concrete data. But in my studio, working with fluid art, I’ve had to learn the most difficult lesson: surrendering control. I am using a technique called fluid acrylics, where I mix the paint with pouring medium to increase the flow, and then play with various layers of paint on the canvas. I pour the colors and watch as they flow and create their own conversations. I can never fully predict where the paint will go, much like we can never fully predict the heart of another human being. 

In front of you today is one of my paintings: “Everything is interconnected” represents the deep connections we forge within ourselves and with the world as we grow. It spans from the vast universe to the microscopic cells that we see in the living life around us as well as our internal spiritual world.



If you look at the center, you see a network — a web of understanding. As we mature, we become more aware of our differences, and we also become more aware of the things that bind us and bring us together. These connections don’t stay static; they expand outwards, just like these fluid cells, in a constant search for hope, understanding, and settled peace. 

I believe we cannot easily change things around us, instead what we can change is ourselves and our perception towards all those things. And from there, it is this ripple effect that would eventually bring the positive change we want to see.

Life, like this canvas, is full of high contrasts. There are deep blues of quiet contemplation and sudden bursts of light where joy breaks through. I hope this piece reminds us of that fact that different shades can exist side by side, each maintaining its own identity while contributing to a larger, more beautiful whole. 

Today, I invite you to stop trying to control the flow, and instead, look for the connections that bring us together.

Thank you.
_____________________________________________________________
           
Yousif  Hamawandi from Kurdistan- Iraq (see enclosed copy of Yousif’s
             presentation, delivered in Danish language. Below is translation.) 

             The Speech of Yousif (while showing one of his paintings

Good day, everyone! Welcome all to our joint Art Exhibition! 
My name is Yousif, from Kurdistan Iraq. I was a refugee when I came to Denmark and now, I’ve got a Danish citizenship. 

 I studied HF and Social pedagogy in Aalborg, Denmark. I had had my own exhibitions in France, Sweden, London and many times here in Denmark. 
I have been painting for 50 years. I paint what I see in nature, showing realistic images. I do also abstract paintings. On this exhibition I have 2 paintings on nature. 

I am so happy to have been invited to join in this art exhibition with artists from different countries of origin: Denmark, Poland, Philippines, Ukraine, Romania, Trinidad and Iraq. 

Thanks to all of you, for this art exhibition. Big thanks to Elizabeth, Michael and Lone. I would like to say thanks to the Kolding Library of our very own Kolding Municipality. 

It is my deepest hope and earnest wish that all people of different nationalities in our one world will obtain freedom and justice. It is also my hope and dream that my home people will also have freedom like the others. 

May God protect and keep Denmark and Greenland! 

Yousif Hamawandi (Kurdistan-Iraq) 


· More time singing together 

· Presentation of all artists and the Art Exhibition officially opened for for Public View 
Presentation of all artists. Each artist was called to come forward. Elizabeth introduced each one to the gathered audience as those who have participated in this Art Exhibition in the past 1-8 years and introducing the new ones. 
Each artist received a bouquet of flowers in gratitude for their participation. There was a pose for group photo. The honorable speaker from Kolding Municipality was also part of the photo .
And the public was invited to talk with the artists. Each artist stood beside the display board of their own works of art and chatted with anyone who came by. 
It was a joyful opening. The Launching or opening of the Art Exhibition formally ended at 5:30 while others could choose to stay longer. The library was meant to be closed at 9 in the evening.

D. March 2, 2026: The Closing Down of the Exhibition 
 Each one removed their works of art from the display boards. Others came earlier in the morning, and others came in the middle of the day, and others came after their worktime. Coffee and tea, and biscuits were served to the artists.  
As the work on removing art works was going on, there were still people coming by and visiting to look at the exhibition. 

The cleaning up of the area was smooth. A personnel member from the library came and helped us put back the display boards we borrowed.
At 6.30 pm, all the artists were already able to get their art works. 
The 8th year Art Exhibition marking the UN World Interfaith Harmony was closed with great satisfaction… 



_______________
Enclosures
The Speech of Ana Ionesi on her art   
The Speech of Yousif on his art and his dream
Invitation to the Opening of Art Exhibition (placard)  
The List of Artists 
The song sheets 
The musical composition of Bente Ibenfeldt 
The video Ukrainian group, singing 
Set of photos
The video of the singing 

Reel video on preparations, hanging up and for the opening of the Art Exhibition
https://www.facebook.com/reel/4202398493310269

Reel video on children’s paintings, exhibited at the Art Exhibition 
Feb. 2-March 2 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/3030238990497606
Reel video on the Opening of the Art Exhibition with photos of some artists standing beside their display boards. 
https://www.facebook.com/reel/772050718912999





