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QUESTIONS & REFLECTIONS BY THE PARTICIPANTS

Around 120 participants attended the online panel via Zoom. The participants shared their ideas, perspectives and thoughts about religious freedom as they interacted with the speakers by posing questions to the speakers via the Zoom chat-box. Below are some of the reflections and questions:

Lokesh Maharajh: While it is widely acknowledged that families, educators, faith communities, civil society, and the media all shape public attitudes toward religious diversity, to what extent should political leaders—both those in power and those in opposition—be held primarily responsible for the rise of religious hatred globally? Moreover, how do political rhetoric, policy decisions, and electoral strategies contribute to either mitigating or exacerbating religious tensions?
Reginald Maistry: Honorary Interfaith Educator by the Shincheonji Church of South Korea. Resident in South Africa. Why is there so much religious violence in the world, and what can be done about it?
Lokesh Maharajh: Ishka Eraman, what is your perspective on instances where organizations within the same religious tradition publicly criticize or attack each other on social media? How does this internal conflict affect the credibility of the faith community and broader efforts toward interreligious harmony?
Ertugrul Incekul: Thank you to our distinguished speakers and JWF for such a thoughtful and inspiring webinar. We are deeply grateful for your insights on pluralism, obstructing polarization, and religious polarization in pluralistic communities. Your reflections and practical perspectives foster meaningful dialogue and remind us that pluralism requires ongoing listening, empathy, and relationship-building across differences. We truly appreciate the care and expertise you shared—it has encouraged and inspired us all.
Injila Qureshi: Thank you, esteemed panel, for helping us understand the importance of mutual respect and tolerance for all people, promoting harmony, diversity, and inclusion. Humanity is the sun in the solar system of our diverse planets.
Injila Qureshi: I think the government is equally responsible in promoting hatred or inclusion, especially in my country, due to vote bank politics, communalism, and majoritarianism. The media also spreads communal propaganda. Therefore, there should be laws condemning polarization politics.
Injila Qureshi: We have all discussed introducing religious education to promote inclusivity, but what do we do if such ideas are challenged or opposed in institutions?
Prof. Dr. Rocío Cortés Rodríguez: Injila, please look into Scriptural Reasoning and how they have faced challenges in introducing dialogue in different institutions. The Rose Castle Foundation has a website with resources on this.
Injila Qureshi: Thank you so much, Prof. Rodriguez.

