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Dr. Rajendran Govender (South Africa)
Commissioner of the Cultural, Religious and Linguistic Rights Commission of South Africa, JWF Advisory Board Member (Interfaith Committee)

Dr. Rajendran Govender is a dedicated advocate for social cohesion and a distinguished social anthropologist, currently serving a five-year term on the South Africa Commission for the Promotion of the Rights of Cultural, Religious and Linguistic Communities (CRL Rights Commission). As an influential voice in promoting inclusivity and understanding, Dr. Govender is an Advisory Board Member and Interfaith Committee Member of the Journalists and Writers Foundation (JWF), as well as the Executive Director of Mzansi Empowerment Enterprise.
In addition to his advocacy work, Dr. Govender holds the position of Former Senior Manager at KZN Department of Arts and Culture, South Africa. He is a recognizable figure in media, frequently appearing on national television and radio as a cultural commentator and contributing insightful articles as a newspaper columnist. His expertise and commitment to fostering dialogue and unity were showcased during his participation at the UN General Assembly Conference in 2021. Dr. Govender continues to play a vital role in shaping cultural conversations in South Africa and beyond.
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Prof. Dr. Joan Hernandez Serret (Spain)
Professor, Faculty of Communications, International University of Catalonia
JWF Advisory Board Member (Interfaith Committee)

Prof. Dr. Joan Hernández Serret is a distinguished Professor of Sociology at the Universitat Internacional de Catalunya in Spain, where he has taught since 2011. He earned his Ph.D. in Sociology with Excellent Cum Laude honors from the University of Barcelona in 2020. His research interests encompass the multidimensionality of social change, specifically focusing on topics such as computerization and artificial intelligence, happiness, climate change, and intercultural and interreligious dialogue. Dr. Hernández Serret served as the Secretary-General of Religions for Peace Europe and is the Chair of Religions for Peace Spain (GTER), where he actively contributes to fostering interfaith dialogue and social cohesion across various communities.

In addition to his teaching and research roles, Dr. Hernández Serret is involved in numerous academic programs and international projects aimed at addressing pressing social issues. He has coordinated and participated in significant research initiatives related to religious diversity, environmental sustainability, and the impact of interreligious cooperation on peacebuilding. As a published author and frequent lecturer at conferences around the world, he advocates for the crucial role of education and collaborative efforts in navigating the complexities of modern society. His ongoing work emphasizes the importance of integrating emergent technologies and promoting critical consciousness to address contemporary challenges. Dr. Serrret is an esteemed Advisory Board Member of the Journalists and Writers Foundation. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Prof. Dr. Rocío Cortés Rodríguez (Chile)
Assistant Professor of Theology, Pontifical Catholic University of Chile

Rocío Cortés-Rodríguez is an Assistant Professor of Theology at the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile (UC-Chile). She earned her Ph.D. in Theology with a focus on World Religions and the World Church from the University of Notre Dame, USA, in 2020, following completion of a Master’s in Theology from the University of Helsinki, Finland, in 2014. Dr. Cortés-Rodríguez specializes in interfaith dialogue, focusing on methodologies and perspectives that promote mutual understanding between the Christian and Muslim traditions. Her research explores how sacred texts, both the Bible and the Qur'an, serve as starting points for interreligious dialogue, advocating for “Reasoning from Scripture” as a key methodological approach. 

She also extends this dialogue to Indigenous communities, developing frameworks for intercultural and interreligious engagement. In Chile, Dr. Cortés-Rodríguez contributes to interreligious initiatives as a member of the Department of Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue under the Archdiocese of Santiago. She also serves on the board of the Asociación Chilena de Diálogo Interreligioso para el Desarrollo Humano (ADIR Chile), where she works to foster understanding across diverse religious landscapes. Her scholarship and practice embody a deep commitment to building bridges between faith communities, establishing her as a leading figure in local and international interreligious dialogue.
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Attorney and Vice President, The Hindu Unity Forum of South Africa
Ishka Eraman is an attorney practicing and residing in Durban, South Africa. Ms. Eraman is currently serving as the Vice President of the Hindu Unity Forum of South Africa; an organization committed to promoting awareness and celebration of Hindu traditions and festivals. While her vocation is law, her true passions lie in religion, culture, and history, subjects she has studied intensively from a young age. As a practicing Hindu, her personal faith enriches her interest in these topics, inspiring her to explore them deeply and continuously. Her dedication to the cultural and religious foundations of temple work has led her to participate in numerous religious organizations and events.
Ishka is actively involved in her temple community, where she volunteers regularly. She has played a key role in establishing and leading a youth group aimed at encouraging young people to lead more God-centered lives. She believes that youth engagement in shared interests fosters vital skills such as communication, socialization, and confidence—traits that benefit them throughout life.
Ishka advocates that knowledge of religious, cultural, and historical teachings forms the foundation for nurturing compassionate, peace-loving, and confident individuals. She strongly believes that understanding these elements is essential to appreciating people's motivations and objectives.
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Dr. Ali Unsal (USA)
Theologian and Writer
Deputy Director, WISE Institute NJ
Dr. Ali Unsal is a dedicated scholar of Islamic theology, education, and interfaith dialogue with over 25 years of experience. He earned his undergraduate degree from Ankara University Faculty of Theology, followed by a master's in Kalām from Marmara University, and a PhD in Islamic Theology from Selcuk University in Türkiye.
Throughout his career, he has played influential roles in educational and community initiatives across Turkey, Indonesia, and the United States. In Virginia, he helped establish the Institute of Islamic and Turkish Studies and served as its Executive Director. From 2009 to 2017, he led the Gülen Chair at Jakarta State Islamic University, engaging in academic research and community outreach.
Currently, Dr. Unsal served as the Deputy Director of the WISE Institute and the Director of the Gülen Research Center at the Chestnut Retreat Center, the final resting place of Honorable Fethullah Gulen Hocaefendi. In these capacities, he dedicates himself to fostering a nuanced understanding of Islam, promoting peace and coexistence, and addressing contemporary societal challenges through scholarship and ethical leadership.
A humble seeker of knowledge, Dr. Unsal’s writings—published and forthcoming—explore Islamic theology, ethics, and leadership. His work aims to integrate spiritual values into daily life and to advance a culture of peace, understanding, and compassion.
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Dr. Marcel Israel (Bulgaria)
Board Member, Religions for Peace Europe and Bulgaria
Jewish Communities in Bulgaria and Spain

Dr. Marcel Israel, Ph.D., is an accomplished scholar and leader in interfaith dialogue, currently serving as a Board Member of Religions for Peace Bulgaria. Originally from Plovdiv, Bulgaria, Dr. Israel has formal training in Industrial Controls and Telecommunications and speaks Sephardic-Ladino as his native language. A noted figure in the Jewish community, he previously held the position of President of the Central Religious Council of the Jewish Communities in Bulgaria and is a current Board member of Religions for Peace Europe, based in Berlin. Within this organization, he also serves as Vice-President of the Co-Committee ENIB (European National Interreligious Bodies).

With nearly 40 years of experience, Dr. Israel has dedicated his career to Jewish history, linguistics, and inter-religious dialogue, contributing extensively to scholarly discussions across Europe, the USA, and South America through conferences, seminars, and webinars. His commitment to fostering understanding among diverse faith communities has made a significant impact in promoting peace and cooperation.
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