
Interfaith initiative at the Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage.

On February 09th, 2025, a group of seven 
volunteers from diverse religious and cultural 
backgrounds came together for a unique interfaith 
harmony ini�a�ve at the Pinnawala Elephant 
Orphanage in Sri Lanka. The event aimed to foster 
unity, promote environmental stewardship, and 
raise awareness about wildlife conserva�on. 
Through hands-on ac�vi�es, the volunteers 
contributed to the well-being of the elephants and 
the orphanage while learning about the 
importance of conserva�on and sustainable 
tourism.

Ac�vi�es Conducted:

Cleaning the Orphanage Premises:
Volunteers ac�vely par�cipated in cleaning the orphanage grounds, ensuring a hygienic and safe 
environment for both the elephants and visitors. This ac�vity highlighted the importance of 
maintaining cleanliness in public spaces, especially in areas dedicated to wildlife conserva�on.

Bathing and Caring for Elephants:
The volunteers had the unique opportunity to bathe and care for 
the elephants, fostering a deeper connec�on with these majes�c 
creatures. This hands-on experience emphasized the importance 
of empathy and responsibility towards animals.

Sweeping and Washing Floors:
To maintain the orphanage's facili�es, the team swept and washed 
the floors, ensuring a clean and welcoming environment for visitors 
and staff. This ac�vity reinforced the value of teamwork and 
collec�ve effort.

Feeding Food to the Elephants:
Volunteers assisted in preparing and feeding the elephants, learning 
about their dietary needs and the importance of proper nutri�on 
for their health and well-being.

Observing and Learning About Elephant Conservation Efforts:
The group observed the orphanage's conserva�on programs and 
engaged in discussions with staff about the challenges and successes 
of elephant conserva�on. This educa�onal component deepened 
their understanding of the need to protect endangered species and 
their habitats.
Team Bonding and Environmental Awareness:
Throughout the day, the volunteers bonded over shared experiences, fostering interfaith 
harmony and mutual respect. The event also included discussions on sustainable tourism and the 
role individuals can play in protec�ng the environment.



Outcomes:

Raised Awareness on Wildlife Conservation:
The ini�a�ve successfully raised awareness 
about the importance of wildlife conserva�on, 
par�cularly the protec�on of elephants and 
their habitats. Par�cipants gained firsthand 
knowledge of the challenges faced by 
conserva�onists and the role they can play in 
suppor�ng these efforts.

Promoted Cleanliness and Sustainable 
Tourism:
By ac�vely par�cipa�ng in cleaning and 
maintenance ac�vi�es, the volunteers 
promoted the values of cleanliness and 
sustainable tourism. They learned how small 
ac�ons, such as maintaining clean premises, 
can contribute to a larger impact on the 
environment and tourism industry.

Strengthened Teamwork and Responsibility 
Towards Nature:
The event fostered a sense of teamwork and 
shared responsibility towards nature. 
Volunteers from different faiths and 
backgrounds worked together harmoniously, 
demonstra�ng the power of unity in achieving 
common goals.

promo�ng mutual respect and understanding. The event underscored the importance of collec�ve 
ac�on in addressing environmental challenges and highlighted the role of interfaith collabora�on 
in fostering a more sustainable and harmonious world.

The interfaith harmony volunteer ini�a�ve 
at the Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage was a 
resounding success. It not only contributed 
to the well-being of the elephants and the 
orphanage but also strengthened bonds 
among par�cipants, 


