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FINAL REPORT ON THE WEEK OF SCIENTIFIC, CULTURAL,
EDUCATIONAL, AND SPORTS EVENTS IN CELEBRATION OF WORLD
INTERFAITH HARMONY WEEK 2025

1. Abstract

The UNESCO Chair in Comparative Study of World Religions at the
International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan (IIAU) organized aWeek of
Scientific, Cultural, Educational, and Sports Eventdrom February 4 to 8, 2025
in observane of World Interfaith Harmony Week , as mandated bynited
Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/65/9 he initiative, held under the
theme"Human Fraternity and Interfaith Dialogue 1 A Factor of International
Solidarity," aimed to promot@terfaith di alogue, cultural exchange, and social
cohesionthrough a multidisciplinary approach.

The weeklong program integratedcientific discourse, cultural exhibitions,
educational engagements, competitive activities, and experiential learnirg
explore mechanisms for strengtheningerfaith understanding and global
solidarity. The events were designed to engagademics, religious leaders,
students, and the wider community fostering intellectual exchange and practical
experiences that highi g ht U z bhistiricas taadh @entemporary
commitmentto religioustolerance The i1 nitiative al so 1
asa regional leader in interfaith dialogue aligning withglobal peacebuilding
objectives

This report provides aoveralla s s essment of t hfellowedbyt i a
adetailed analysis of each event separatelizach section examines thigjectives,
participants, format, execution, and outcome®f the events, including:

i International Scientific and Practical Seminari A high-level academic
discussion on interfaith dialogue and international solidarity.

i Cultural and Theatrical Performances i Showcasi ng Uz |
multicultural heritage and historical narratives of compassion.

o Il nterfaith AUNniI ty I1aAsdciallemgagenmedt $ostarimy T
informal interfaith interaction.

i Student Scientific and Practical Conferencel Encouraging academic
discourse on tolerance within religious doctrines.

i Interfaith Friendship Journey i Experiential learning through guided vssi
to religious sites.

i Creative Competition i Youth-driven multimedia exploration of faith and
unity.
i Interfaith Solidarity Games 1 Sports as a medium for interfaith cooperation
and friendship.
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By analyzingeach event separatelythis report identifiesuacesses, challenges,
and opportunities for future improvement, offeringdata-driven insightsinto the
effectiveness of interdisciplinary approaches in advancing interfaith harmony. The
findings confirm that acombination of intellectual, cultural, and phystcal
activities significantly enhances interfaith dialogue and cooperation. Furthermore,
the outcomes emphasize tkealability and sustainability of such programs,
positioning Uzbekistan asreplicable model for religious coexistencel he report
concludes withrecommendations for future initiatives, ensuring continued
progress in fostering global interfaith solidarity.



2. Introduction

The UNESCO Chair in Comparative Study of World Religions at the
International Islamic Academy of Uzhistanorganized a series of interdisciplinary
events from February 4 to 8, 2025, in observancé/ofld Interfaith Harmony
Week, as mandated byUnited Nations General Assembly Resolution
A/RES/65/5 This global initiative, first proposed tyis Majesty King Abdullah

Il of Jordan in 2010 during theé5th UN General Assembly was unanimously
adopted later that year following a presentation by HRH Prince Ghazi bin
Muhammad. Designed to foster fadlhniven harmony across all beliefg/orld
Interfaith Harmony Week encourages respect for differences while uniting
communities around the shared principles bbve of God and Love of the
Neighbor" or "Love of the Good and Love of the Neighhtin 2025, the UNESCO
Chair leveraged this platform to promatgerfaith understanding and social
cohesion through a multidisciplinary approach under the thematic framework
"Human Fraternity and Interfaith Dialogue i A Factor of International
Solidarity."

This report evaluates thmethodology, outcomes, and implicationf the®
efforts, situating t Iseciwreligiaus Meritage dna b e |
broader global peacebuilding objectives. The weeldong program integrated
scientific discourse, cultural exhibitions, educational engagements, competitive
activities, and expential learning to achieve four key aimgl) facilitate
intellectual exchange among diverse stakeholders, (2) showcase cultural anc
historical exemplars of tolerance, (3) engage youth in constructive activities, and
(4) reinforce Umdekokintesreligioudharmonp | e as a

Hosted at the IIAU in Tashkent, the initiative brought together academics, religious
leaders, students, and community members to explore mechanisms for strengthenir
interfaith dialogue and global solidarity. The followingsections detail each event,

analyze their impact, and propose directions for future initiatives, underscoring
Uzbekistands contributions to a worlc

Methodology and Event Overview
1. International Scientific and Practical Seminar (February 4, 2025)

i Objective: To examine the role of interfaith dialogue in fostering
international solidarity.

i Participants: UNESCO representatives, religious scholars, and
interdisciplinary experts

i Format: Presentations and panel dissions.

i Execution: this seminar established a theoretical framework for
subsequent activities, emphasizing empirical and philosophical
perspectives.



2. Cultural Performancesin Voi ces of Cul ture: Cel
Unityo (February 4, 2025)

i Objective:To demonstrate Uzbekistanods

i Participants: Representatives from Uygur, Turkmeand Bashkir
cultural centers.

i Format: Musical performances.

i Execution: Staged at IIAU, this event utilized artistic expression to
reinforce cultural interconnectedness.

3. Theatrical Performances (February 4, 2025)

i Objective: To narrate historical instances of compassion and
tolerance.

u Participants: IIAU student theater group

i Format: A You Are Not Orphanedo based
War Il case study of Shomahmud Shoahmedov and Baxri Akramova
adopting 14 orphans.

i Execution: Performed at IIAU, these productions provided a
gualitative exploration of solidarity.

4. Interfath AUni ty and Friendship Tabl eo (
i Objective: To promote informal interfaith interaction.
i Participants: Leaders frommultiple religious communities
i Format: Shared meal with unstructured dialogue.

i Execution: Hosted at IIAU, this event leverad social bonding to
enhance mutual understanding.

5. Student Scientific and Practical Conference (February 5, 2025)
i Objective: To investigate tolerance within religious doctrines.

u Participants: Students from [IAU, Imam Bukhari Tashkent Islamic
Institute, aad Tashkent Orthodox Seminary.

i Format: Paper presentations and discussions.

i Execution: Held at IIAU, this conference facilitated peerpeer
academic exchange.

6. Interfaith Friendship Journey (February 6, 2025)
i Objective: To provide experiential learning of religious diversity.
i Participants: IIAU students

i Format: Guided visits to religious sites (e.g., Russian Orthodox
Church, Roman Catholic Church) with discussions.



i Execution: Conducted in Tashkent, this activity offerdidect
exposure to interfaith practices.

7.Creative Compet it iidhefFourd&ian otHumaa n d
Fraternityo (February 8, 2025)

i Objective: To evaluate youth perspectives on unity via multimedia.
i Participants: Uzbek youth.
i Format: Social video submissions with an awarding ceremony.

i Execution: Hosted at IIAU, this competition quantified creative
engagement.

8. Interfaith Solidarity Games (February 8, 2025)

i Objective: To assess interfaith collaboration through physical
activity.

u Participants: Students from IIAU, Tashkent Islamic Institute, and
Tashkent Orthodox Seminary.

i Format: Competitions in chess, table tennis, and football, followed
by a closingceremony

i Execution: Held at IIAU, this event measured social integration
through sport



3.EVENT HIGHLIGHTS :
INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL SEMINAR
"HUMAN FRATERNITY AND INTERFAITH DIALOGUE 1T AFACTOR
OF INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY"

Event Title: InternationalScientific and Practical Seminar

Date: February 4, 2025

Organizer: UNESCO Chair in Comparative Study of World Religipns
International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan (I1AU)

Venue: International Islamidcademy of Uzbekistan

Target Audience Religious leaders, scholamyltural representatives, interfaith
communitymembersrepresentatives from international organizations, and faculty
members

Number of Attendees:Over50 participants

On February 4, 2025, thNESCO Chair in Comparative Study of World
Religions at the International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan (I)Atbsted the
International Scientific and Practical Seminartitled "Human Fraternity and
Interfaith Dialogue i A Factor of International Solidarity” This seminar marked

the first event of a weeklong series dedicated ¥World Interfaith Harmony

Week, held in Uzbekistarfor the first time. The event convened prominent
scholars, religious leaders, and representatives from international organizations t
discuss the essential role of interfaith dialogue in fostering global peace and
solidarity.

The semmar was moderated Aohidjon Islamov, Vice-Rector of the [IAU, whose
leadership ensured that the discussions aligned with the academy's education
mission. The event commenced with welcome remarks Mattuba Kakharova,
Deputy Chairman of the Committea Religious Affairs of Uzbekistan, highlighting
governmental support for interfaith initiativé3ilnoza Kurbanaova, Chief Expert

of the National Commission of Uzbekistan for UNESCO, reinforced the event's
i nternational signi fivohemente and UNESCC(

The seminar assembled a distinguished panetlajious leaders and scholars
representingarious faith traditions and ensuring amclusive, balanced, and in
depth exploration of interfaith harmony. Their contributions provided unique
insighss into the role of religious communities in fostering peace, mutual respect,
and international solidarity.

Homidjon Ishmatbekov, Deputy Chairman of the Muslim Board of Uzbekistan,
highlighted the foundational Islamic principles of peace, tolerance, andl soc
cohesion. He u remphasis onoharendniouls €dexastarics with
diverse religious communities and stressed the responsibility of religious
leaders in promoting ethical values and mutual understandingHis address
reinforced the majority Muslint o mmuni t yéds engagement
and their commitment to strengthening unity within Uzbek society.
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Sergiy Stasenko Vice-Rector of the Tashkent Orthodox Seminary and Archpriest,
provided an Orthodox Christian perspective, emphasizing nth@oriance of
religious dialogue in bridging historical divides. He spoke about the Orthodox
Chur choés c omerfaith coaperation ang itstrabe in upholding moral

and spiritual valuesin an increasingly globalized world. His remarks reinforced
the need for collaboration between different faith traditions to address contemporar)
challenges.

Yeji Matsulevich, Head of the Roman Catholic Center in Uzbekistan and Bishop,
broadened the discussion lyf f er i ng I nsights I nt o
longstandng efforts in interreligious dialogue. He emphasized the importance of
fraternity, compassion, and humanitarian cooperation, highlighting the Catholic
Churchoés gl obal i nitiatives in foste
remarks served to &&m gt hen t he seminar 0s me s s
coexistence.

Arkadiy Isakharov, Chairman of the Jewish Religious Community of Tashkent,
contributed valuable perspectives on the historical and contemporary presence c
Jewish communities in Uzbekistanekspoke about the rich legacy of Jewish
Muslim-Christian relations in Central Asia aathphasized the need for continued
interfaith initiatives to preserve and nurture these ties His remarks reinforced
theimportance of inclusivity in religious discourseand community engagement

Sergey Terentyey President of the Bible Society of Uzbekistan, addressed the role
of sacred texts in fostering interreligious dialogue. He highlighted how scriptural
teachings across different faith traditiormmphasize love, regect, and
understanding, serving as a basis for constructive engagememtis contribution
underlined the role of interdenominational collaboration in promoting dialogue and
spiritual enrichment across religious communities.

Odiljon Ernazarov, Head of the @air at the International Islamic Academy of
Uzbekistan, provided an academic perspective imterfaith dialogue. He
emphasized the necessity oftegrating religious studies into educational
frameworks to promote interreligious understanding among future
generations His remarks highlighted the significance of scholarly research in
shapingnformed and respectful interfaith discourse.

The seminar centered on several critical themes, including:

i The necessity of interfaith dialogue in addressing contempogéoipal
challenges and fostering peaceful societies.

i The role of religious teachings in promoting tolerance, mutual respect, and
human fraternity.

i The contribution of educational institutions in nurturing future generations of
interfaith scholars and prattioners.

i The I mpact of international col |l ab
initiatives, in advancing religious and cultural understanding.

9



As the first event of its kind in Uzbekistan dedicatedMarld Interfaith Harmony

Week, this seminar set agnificant precedent for future initiatives in interfaith

di al ogue. | t reinforced Uzbekistanos
cooperation, encouraging continued collaboration between governmental, academit
and religious institutions. The disaisns and recommendations from the seminar
will serve as afoundation for further research and policy development in
interfaith engagement.

The Internationabcientific and Practical Semindduman Fraternity and Interfaith
Dialogue i A Factor of International Solidarity" successfully launched a
transformativeweek of events aimed at strengthening interfaith harmonyBy
bringing together diverse religious and academic voices, it underschesd t
importance of dialogue, education, and international cooperation in building a more
tolerant and united world.

Photos from the event will be provided on the next page
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THE FOLLOWING SECTION PRESENTS PHOTOS FROM THE

INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL SEMINAR TITLED

'HUMAN FRATERNITY AND INTERFAITH DIALOGUE 1T AFACTOR
OF INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY
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«HUMAN FRATERNITY AND INTERFAITH DIALOGUE AS FACTORS OF INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY»

February 4, 2025, at 10:00 AM at the International Islamic Academy of Uzhekistan
Moderator:

W

Welcome word:
MATLUBA

Welcome word:
KAKHKHAROVA

DILNOZA

Speaker

HOMIDJON
ISHMATBEKOV

Speaker

ARKADLY
1S 8

Speaker:

SERGEY

The International Scientifi€ractical SeminatHuman Fraternity and Interfaith Dialogue as Factors of
International SolidarityWas held on February 4, 2025, at the International Islamic Academy of

an

Uzbekistan. Organized by the UNESCO Chair in Comparative Study of World Religions, the event brought
fostering global peace and cooperatidtey speakers included representatives from the Muslim, Orthodox
Chr i , Cathol

together prominent religious leaders, scholars, and experts to discuss the mtlerfafith dialogue in
st

ic, Jewish, and Protestant
religious harmony and mutual unc¢anding.

commur
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Yej i Mat sul evi ch, Head of the Roman Catholic Center
commitment to interfaith dialogue, emphasizing shared values of peace, compassion, and cooperation among
religious commurties.

Homidjon Ishmatbekov, Deputy Chairman of the Muslim Board of Uzbekistan, delivered profound insights on the
Islamic principles of compassion, justice, and unity. He underscored the importance of interfaith dialogue in
fostering a harmonious societyhere mutual respect and shared values transcend religious differences. His

address reinforced the need for continuous engagement between religious communities to build a future rooted in

peace, understanding, and spiritual solidarity.
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Sergiy Stasenkd/ice-Rector of the Tashkent Orthodox Seminary and Archpriest, emphasized the role
of interfaith dialogue in fostering mutual understanding and strengthening religious harmony in
Uzbekistan.
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Zohidjon Islamov, Vic&ector of the International Islamic Acadg of Uzbekistan, highlighted the significance

of academic and interfaith collaboration in promoting religious tolerance and global solidarity.
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A historic gathering of scholars, religious leaders, and experts at the International SciPnifitical
Seninar on Interfaith Dialogue and Solidarity. This seminar brought together diverse perspectives to
foster global peace and mutual understanding.

Distinguished representatives from various religious communities participate in the Intern&meatific
Practical Seminar on Interfaith Dialogue and Solidarity.
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Sergey Ternovoy, President of the Bible Society of Uzbekistan, emphasized the role of scripture in fostering mutual
understanding and interfaith dialogue, advocating for unity and résgpaong religious communities.

Zakirov I.R., Chairman of the Tashkent Society of Krishna Consciousness, underscored the importance of interfaith
dialogue in fostering harmony and mutual respect, stressing the common values that unite different religious
traditions.
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Arkadiy Isakharov, Chairman of the Jewish Religious Community of Tashkent, highlighted the rich
history of JewiskMuslim-Christian relations in Central Asia and emphasized the need for ongoing
interfaith initiatives to preserve anstrengthen these ties.
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Dilnoza Kurbaniyazova, Chief Expert of the National Commission of Uzbekistan for UNESCO, underscored
the importance of World Interfaith Harmony Week in promoting cultural and religious diversity. She
hi ghlighted Uz mnetkfoserngintéfaith diadogueihrougleeducational and cultural

initiatives, reinforcing UNESCO&s mission of
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VOICES OF CULTURE: CELEBRATING DIVERSITY IN UNITY

Event Title: Voices of Culture: Celebratiniversity in Unity

Date: February 4, 2025

Organizer: UNESCO Chair in Comparative Study of World Religions,
International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan (I1AU)

Venue: International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan

Target Audience: Students, faculty members, turial representatives, and
interfaith community members

Number of Attendees:Over 200 participants

As the second event in the weeHKVvisescel
of Culture: Celebrating Diversity in Unity" on February 4, 2025. This dynamic
culturake ducati onal gathering showcased U

and reaffir med t he nati onos endurin
interethnic collaboration.

The event marked an essential aspectWorld Interfaith Harmony Week,
showcasing how cultural diversity contributes national unity and mutual
respect By bringing together representatives of various cultural and religious
communities, the program provided a platform to celebrate Uzbelistan-l o n |
standing tradition opeaceful coexistencdt served as a powerful reminder of the
nationos dedicati on t o i ntercul tur a
international solidarity.

The event was honored by the presence of-raglking officials,scholars, cultural
representatives, and students, creating an inclusive and engaging atmospher
Notable attendees included:

i Representatives of the Committee on Interethnic Relations and Friendly
Ties with Foreign Countriesi underscoring the governmentsmmitment
to cultural and religious diversity.

i Members of the Republican Turkmen Cultural Center, the Republican
Uygur National Cultural Center, and the Republican Bashkir National
CulturalCenterihi ghl i ghting Uzbekistanods

i Faculty and students of the International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan
I ensuring an academic dimension to the discussion of interfaith and
intercultural harmony.

i Representatives of various religious confessions emphasizing the
significance of religiouslialogue and peaceful coexistence in a multicultural
society.

i More than 200 students attended as an audiencactively engaging with
the cultur al performances and di sc
educational and communityuilding impact.

17



Cultural Program and Performances

The event featured a lively and engaging cultural program that celebrated the artisti
and musical traditions of Uzbekistani
only showcased the rich heritage of different ethmaugs but also symbolized the
unity and shared cultural values that bind them together.

The program commenced with a mesmerizing musical performandezdyat
Ahmedov, an active member of the Republican Turkmen Cultural Center. His
performance set an inspig and harmonious tone for the evening, drawing
appreciation from the audience.

The celebration continued with uplifting performancesr®mbers of the Uygur

and Bashkir National Cultural Centers, who presented traditional music and
dance that captivatedttendees. The lively rhythms and melodies created an
at mosphere of joy and wunity, refl ect
identity.

Between performances, representatives from various ethnic communities share
insights into their traditions antthe role of cultural diversity in fostering national
cohesion. These discussions reinforced the values of mutual respect, dialogue, ar
peaceful cohabitation.

The event underscored the fundamental role of interethnic and interfaith cooperatiol
in strengtlening national and global peace. It reinforced core values such as:

i Respect for cultural diversity T acknowledging that different traditions and
identities enrich a society.

i Interfaith and interethnic dialogue i promoting understanding among
various religous and ethnic groups.

i Unity through shared heritage T emphasizing that despite cultural
differences, there is a common thread of humanity that binds all communities
together.

The participation of more tha200 studentsas an audience further amplified the
eventds outreach, ensuring that youn:
on cultural diversity and harmony. Their involvement fosters f@ngn societal
change by cultivating values of peace and tolerance in future leaders.

"Voices of Culture: Celebrating Diversity in Unity" was more than just a cultural
showcase; It was a profound affir mas
dialogue, and respect among diverse communities. By integrating music, traditions
and shared experiences, the everteplified how cultural expressions can serve as

a bridge between different groups, fostering deeper connections and stronge
solidarity.

Photos from the event will be provided on the next page
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THE FOLLOWING SECTION PRESENTS PHOTOS FROM THE EVENT
TITLED "VOICES OF CULTURE: CELEBRATING DIVERSITY IN
UNITY"

Traditional Performancé Ar t i st s showcase Uzbekistandés multicul tu
symbolizing harmongnd shared traditions

"\‘ O

Azamat Ahmedov, an active member of the Republican Turkmen Cultural Center, highlighted the rich
cultural heritage of the Turkmen community in Uzbekistan and emphasized the importance of cultural
dialogue instrengthening interfaith and intercultural harmony.

19
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A member of the Bashkir National Cultural Center captivated the audience with a vibrant performance of
traditional music and dance, celebrating cultural heritage and unity.

The celebration continued with uplifting performances by members of the Uyghur National Cultural Center,
showcasing their rich traditions through music and dance, symbolizing unity in diversity.
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The attendeegncompassing various cultural and religious traditions, actively participated,
demonstrating a collective dedication to interfaith unity and mutual understanding.

The participants enthusiastically engaged, embracing the spicitladral diversity and interfaith harmony.

21



Azamat Ahmedov, a dedicated representative of the Republican Turkmen Cultural Center, actively
contributed to showcasing Turkmen heritage and fostering intercultural dialogue.

The audiencagepresenting diverse cultural and religious backgrounds, engaged enthusiastically, reflecting
a shared commitment to interfaith harmony and cultural appreciation.
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THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES: CELEBRATING TOLERANCE AND
UNITY

Event Title: Theatrical Performances: Celebrating Tolerance and Unity
Date: February 4, 2025

Organizer: UNESCO Chair in Comparative Study of World Religions,
International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan (I1AU)

Venue: International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan

Theme: "Uzbekistari A Land of Tolerance" and "You Are Not Orphaned"
Target Audience: Students, faculty members, cultural representatives, and
interfaith community members

Number of Attendees:Over 200 participants

As the third event eUNESAD&hawim Edmpasative e | e
Study of World Religions at the International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan
organized a theatrical performance celebrating interfaith tolerance and cultural
unity. This event was designed to highlight timportance of human faternity,
compassi on, and Uzbekistands | ongsta
among diverse religious and ethnic groupsThrough the powerful medium of
theater, students brought to life significant historical narratives and moral lessons
emphasiing the values of inclusivity, solidarity, and mutual respect.

The event featured a key theatrical P
theater group!'You Are Not Orphaned" i A deeply moving play inspired by
Rahmat Fayzi 6s n al968 Uzbek filrd of thdhsamemame.o wn e ¢

The theatrical productions captivated the audience through compelling storytelling,
music, and dramatic expression. The performances not only entertained but als
served as an educational tool to inspire discussionsterfaith cooperation and
human solidarity.

"You Are Not Orphaned” i A Story of Compassion

The highlight of the evening was the adaptation of "You Are Not Orphaned," which
narrates the true story of a Tashkent blacksmith, Shomahmud Shoahmedov, and
wife, Baxri Akramova, who provided shelter and care to 14 orphaned children of
different nationalities and faiths during World War Il. This story is a powerful
testament to the Uzbek people's spirit of generosity and their unwavering
commitment to humanitariaralues.

The performance effectively conveyed themes of:

i Compassion and Kindness:Demonstrating how individuals can create a
profound impact on society through small acts of humanity.

i Interethnic and Interfaith Solidarity:  Showcasing how diverse
communities can come together in times of crisis to support one another.

i Shared Responsibility: Encouraging a collective approach toward building
a more inclusive and harmonious world.

23



The emotional depth of the actors' performaneeds the authenticity of the
storytelling deeply resonated with the audience, eliciting both tears and admiration.

This theatrical event played a significant role in promoting the key messages of
World Interfaith Harmony Week.

i Educational Influence: The peformances provided an opportunity for
students and attendees to reflect on the values of interfaith dialogue, tolerance
and humanitarianism.

iu  Community Engagement: By bringing together members of different
religious and ethnic backgrounds, the event cgcdd the importance of
peaceful coexistence and cultural exchange.

i Promotion of Cultural Heritage: The adaptation of a classic Uzbek story
highlighted the nationds commit men
unity and compassion.

i Youth Involvement: Over 200 students actively participated as performers
and audience members, fostering a new generation of socially responsible
individuals who value diversity and harmony.

The theatrical performances serveol a:
peace and coexistence. The event successfully demonstrated how theater can be u:
as a platform for interfaith dialogue, cultural celebration, and educational
engagement . By reviving historical n
values, the URSCO Chair reaffirmed its commitment to fostering interfaith
understanding and global solidarity

Photos from the event will be provided on the next page
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THE FOLLOWING SECTION PRESENTS PHOTOS FROM
THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES: CELEBRATING TOLERANCE AND
UNITY

|

Sl

Bringing History to Lifi The Academyos st ud e houAteNet ®mhanedgheastielp pr e :

adaptation of Rahmat Fayzids novel and the classic
performances, the play conveys themes of resilience, compassion, and unity, leaving a lasting impact on the
audience.

Dramatic Perfemancei The cast skillfully reenacts scenes from the classic tale, immersing the audience in its
profound message.
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The stage becomes a window into history, remi

) >
Captivated Viewers The auditorium is filled with students, faculty, and guests deeply moved by the performance.
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A Scene of Reflectid’nEvery'expression and gesture conveys the depth of emotion Bebindre Not
Orphaned."

Unforgettable Moments The auditorium was filled with raw emotion as the story deeply touched the hearts of
viewers.

27



INTERFAITH "UNITY AND FRIENDSHIP TABLE": A GATHERING
FOR DIALOGUE & UNDERSTANDING

Event Title: Interfaith "Unity and Friendship Table"

Date: February 4, 2025

Organizer: UNESCO Chair in Comparative Study of World Religions,
International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan (I1AU)

Venue: International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan

Theme: Unity and Friendship Table

Target Audience: Cultural representaves, interfaith community members,
students, faculty members

Number of Attendees:Over 50 participants

As the fourth event &dbruaryme202y e NESEO ¢ e |
Chair in Comparative Study of World Religions organized thénterfaith "Unity

and Friendship Table"i a unique initiative aimed at fostering dialogue,
understanding, and solidarity among religious communities.

The event served as a vital platform for interfaith and intercultural engagement,
emphasizing the universal valueshoiman fraternity, peaceful coexistence, and
mutual respect Bringing together representatives of various religious communities,
this initiative showcased how shared experiericegch as a communal méahn
bridge differences, foster dialogue, and reinfaze interfaith harmony.

Aligned with the United Nations Resolution on World Interfaith Harmony
Week, this gathering wagot just an interfaith event but a celebration of the
Week itself, embodying its core principles adfLove of God an
Nei ghdndirLoove of the Good and Love of

Distinguished Attendees and Collaboration

TheUnity and Friendship Table was honored by the presence of esteemed guests
from diverse religious, cultural, anc
commitment to interfaith dialogu&.he event saw participation from:

i Leaders and representatives of different religious communities
emphasizing the importance of interfaith cooperation in fostering peace.

i Faculty and students from AU, reinforcing the academiole in promoting
interfaith understanding.

i Officials from the Committee on Interethnic Relations and Friendly Ties
with Foreign Countries, underscoring the national commitment to religious
and cultural diversity.

i Over 50 participants, including young sablars and students, who actively
engaged in conversations about religious tolerance and human solidarity.

The gathering served as model of collaboration, where participants shared
insights on their faith traditions, discussed common values, and builectoons
that extend beyond religious boundaries. Des|utdted resources the event
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successfully created annclusive and welcoming environment further
demonstrating the resilience and dedication of the organizing team to the cause c
interfaith harmog.

TheUnity and Friendship Table went beyond a simple meal; it becam&yabol
of trust, dialogue, and shared humanity The event reinforced several key
messages:

i Food as a Unifying Force Sharing a meal transcends differences, creating a
space for opedialogue and personal connections.

i Interfaith Dialogue in Action: Through informal discussions, participants
deepened their understanding of ea
of respect and solidarity.

u A Step Toward Lasting PeaceEvents likethis cultivate relationships that
contribute to longerm interfaith collaboration and peaceful coexistence.

By focusing on these core principles, the event successfully contributed to the
ongoing mission of World Interfaith Harmony Week, demonstrating

Uzb e k i sansistedt and sustained effortgn promoting interreligious dialogue
and understanding.

The Interfaith "Unity and Friendship Table" exemplified how simple yet
meaningful initiatives cafoster connections, break down barriers, and build a
culture of peace The success of this event highlights HLWNES CO Ch ai
ongoing commitment to strengthening interfaith cooperation, promoting
religious tolerance, and reinforcing international solidarity.

Photos from the event will be provided on the next pag

29



THE FOLLOWING SECTION PRESENTS PHOTOS FROM INTERFAITH
"UNITY AND FRIENDSHIP TABLE": A GATHERING FOR DIALOGUE
& UNDERSTANDING

A Table of Unityi Representatives from diverse faith traditions engage in meaningful dialogue, fostering mutual
respect and understanding.
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Bridging Beliefs Religious and community leaders share insights over a common table, highlighting the power of

interfaith coopeation

Shared Tradition$ Participants exchange cultural and religious perspectives, strengthening bonds of friendship

and unity
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Harmony in Conversation The gathering creates a welcoming space for open discussions, promoting interfaith
solidarity.
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Faith leaders come together at the table, embracing dialogue and cultural exchange through a shared dining
experience.

Breaking Barriers Over a shared meal, attendees connect beyond differences, emphasizing shared values
and mutual respect.
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STUDENT SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL CONFERENCE 1
TOLERANCE IN RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS

Date: February 5, 2025

Organizer: UNESCO Chair in Comparative Study of World Religions,
International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan (I1AU)

Venue: International Islamic Academy of Uzbekistan

Theme:"Human Fraternity and Interfaith DialogiieA Factor of International
Solidarity"

Target Audience: Students, faculty members, and religious scholars

Number of Attendees:Over 50 participants

As the fifth event in the weekds cel
Study of World Religions organized a Student Scientific and Practical Conference
on February 5, 2025, them&bolerance in Religious Teachings."

The conference brought togethstiudents from diverse academic and religious
backgrounds, including participants from timeam Bukhari Tashkent Islamic
Institute and theTashkent Orthodox Seminary. The event provided a vital
platform for interfaith dialogue, academic discussion, and knowedge
exchange reinforcing the principles dblerance, religious harmony, and mutual
respect

Aligned with the UN Resolution on World Interfaith Harmony Week, this
conference was designed not only as an academic gathering but atetedsation

of interfaith harmony itself. By engaging young scholars in meaningful
discussions, the event actively contributed to fostepi@gceful coexistence and
human fraternity .

Key Topics Discussed

U Interfaith Tolerance in Religious Teachingsi Examining how different
religious traditions adwate for tolerance and respect.

U Religious and Educational Approaches to Preventing Radicalism Among
Youth i Highlighting the role of education in promotipgace and countering
extremism.

U The Role of Religious Organizations irFostering Tolerance and Human
Fraternity i Exploring the contributions of religious institutions in building
social cohesion.

Distinguished Attendees and Collaboration
The conference was attended by:

i Students and faculty from [IAU, Imam Bukhari Tashkent Islamic
Institute, and the Tashkent Orthodox Seminaryi Demonstrating academic
collaboration in interfaith education.

i Scholars and religious representative$ Providing insights into interfaith
tolerance and religious teachings.
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i Over 50 participants, including young researchers, who actively contributed
to the discussions.

Despitelimited resources the event was successfully organized, showcasiag
dedication and commitment of the UNESCO Chaitto promotinginterreligious
dialogue and academic engagementhe diversity of perspectives enriched the
discussions, making the conferenosluable initiative in the ongoing efforts for
religious harmony.

The Student Scientific and Practical Conferencehad a profound impact on
attendees by reinforcing key messagémutual respect, religious tolerance, and
academic collaboration

i Encouraging Youth EngagementThe event empowered young scholars to
take an active role ipromoting interfaith dialogue through academic
inquiry and discussion.

i Strengthening Interfaith Cooperation: By bringing together students from
Islamic and Orthodox institutions, the conferemastered understanding
and collaboration between different religious communities.

i Advancing the Goals of World Interfaith Harmony Week: The
discussions aliged with the UNESCO Chai r 6s mi s s i
religious tolerance and human fraternity, reinforcing Uzt
in this field.

The Student Scientific and Practical Conferenceexemplified the power of
education, dialogue, and interfaith collaboraton in promoting peace and
understanding. As part of World Interfaith Harmony Week , this initiative
underscored thdJNESCO Chai r 6 s tocnartrmg B mdtuore of
tolerance, mutual respect, and academic exchange

The event 6s s uconsstensand nmeaningful imterfaith dialoguée
is essential in fostering international solidarity and religious harmony

Photos from the event will be provided on the next page
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THE FOLLOWING SECTION PRESENTS PHOTOS FROM STUDENT
SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL CONFERENCET TOLERANCE IN
RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS

Young Scholars in ActionStudents present their research on religious tolerance, fostering academic discussion
and interfaith understanding.

Engaging Dialogué A vibrant exchange of ideas takes place as students explore the role of tolerance in different
religious traditions



.

Engaged Discussioh Students from various academic and religious institutions, including the Imam Bukhari
Tashkent Islamic Institutena the Tashkent Orthodox Seminary, actively participate in discussions on tolerance and
interfaith dialogue. The exchange of perspectives highlights the significance of education in fostering mutual

understanding and cooperation.
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A moment ofhoughtful reflection as students representing different faith traditions present their research on
religious tolerance. The conference serves as a platform for exploring shared values and addressing challenges in
interfaith dialogue, reinforcing the primgles of peace and coexistence.
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A dynamic exchange of ideas unfolds as young scholars explore the role of tolerance in religious teachings.
Through presentations and open discussions, students deepen their understanding of interfaith relations and the
importance of respect for diverse beliefs.
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