Christians and Muslims - Together with Mary

Chretiens et musulmans -Ensemble avec Marie

‘'Together with Mary' is an event that encourages encounters between Muslims and Catholics.

It was in Lebanon, in 1996, that this event was born.

Pope John Paul Il said at that time: "Lebanon is a message". Since then, the audience of these first encounters reaches far
beyond the borders of Lebanon: the meetings ‘Together with Mary’ are celebrated in France, Belgium, Africa, and everywhere
the message spreads.

Now the way is open to signs of peace and unity while also underlining the importance of moving from words to deeds,
through initiatives, concrete actions taken together to help the most deprived and the wounded.

In Belgium, ‘Ensemble avec Marie’ has already been commemorated in Etterbeek, in Louvain-la-Neuve, in the prison of lttre
and in Koekelberg. This year the event was commemorated in Molenbeek and on the 24th of February for ther 1st time in
Baghdad.




Christians and Muslims - Together with Mary
Molenbeek (Brussels) - Saturday, February 04.2023 at 3pm

This year, we wanted to organise the encounter in Molenbeek. But why?

Molenbeek is a municipality of Brussels (“the Capital of Europe”) where 140 nationalities live side by side. Molenbeek
is quite a diverse area, of the already cosmopolitan and international city of Brussels.

And that's precisely why we chose this neighborhood - to create links and bring different cultures together.

We, as Catholics and Muslims, share the figure of Mary, whom is very important. In the Koran, she is mentioned
several times, and her magnificent personality is venerated by both Muslims and Catholics; Mary is this admirable
and indisputable figure who has a unifying power. We met and celebrated her with one voice.

Beyond that, the encounter is very important to us, and getting to know each other, discovering ‘the other’.

Our aim is always to make people gather around a festive and spiritual event.
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Our event began with a spiritual component, evoking the Annunciation of St. Luke and the Surah Al Imran
(3vs45) of the Koran, that speaks of Mary, which will be done by Catholic and Muslim theologians.

There was also a lot of music, with three different children's choirs, including the Singing Molenbeek choir, as
well as a choir of Muslim scouts and a choir of young girls from Lumina (an association taking care of girls
with disabilities).

There were different testimonies (Muslims and Christians) and we learned how important Mary's figure is for
the speakers. Mgr Kockerols (one of the Bishops of Belgium) and Imam Abou Youssouf (Mosque Al Azhar-
Brussels) ended the event with a conclusion (Dismissal).

Organised in the Catholic Church of St.John Baptist situated in the center of Molenbeek (where the muslim’s
population is very important), this edition of “Ensemble avec Marie” has been visited by over

500 participants (70% Muslims and 30 % Christians). This edition was truly popular and citizen'’s oriented.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cjbR1mIV3xkBz5yQ7B75im4VCHPqPkOB/view
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https://www.ktotv.com/video/00418030/reportage-du-9-fevrier-2023
https://www.rcf.fr/actualite/lespace-europe-0?episode=333678
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Ensemble avec Marie Belgium
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avenue Edmond Mesens, 9

1040 Etterbeek - Belgigue.

Malines, le 20 féyrier 2023
Mos réf. : 20230220/PdB

Chers organisateurs de « Ensemble avec Marie »,
Chers amis,

Objet : « World Interfaith Harmony Week »
Par ce courrier, je tiens A saluer l'initiative, déja bien connue en Belgique, d'Ensemble avec Marie.

La Semaine mondiale de 'harmonie interconfessionnelle 2023 vient d"étre clbturée.
En Belgique, cette 132me édition a été particulierement marquée par votre événement : « Ensemble
avec Marie » 3 Molenbeek-5aint-Jean, le 4 février dernier.

L'esprit « L'amour du bien et I'amour du voisin » de la résolution des Nations Unies pour une semaing
mondiale de I'harmenie interconfessionnelle y était pleinement présent. De méme que « The
Common Word » qui préne Famour de Dieu et "amour du voisin en encourageant le dialogue entre
les musulmans et les chrétiens plus particuliérement.

Molenbeek-Saint-lean, une commune de Bruxelles, est étroitement lide aux attentats en France
(2015) et en Belgique (2016) revendigués par I'organisation terroriste Etat islamigue. Sa notoriété et
le vivre ensemble en portent encore des cicatrices.

La rencontre « Ensemble avec Marie » du 4 février 2023 a démontré que I'amour du voisin, 'amour
du bien et 'amour de Dieu sont possibles. Les textes des livres sacrés psalmodiés (Coran) et
proclamés (Evangile) puis commentés par des représentants de chaque religion donnaient aux
adhérents de chacune d’entre elle de mieux connaftre I'autre. |l sagissait des textes sur Marie qui est
vénérée par les musulmans et les chrétiens, Marie est un lien précieux vers Dieu dans chacune des 2

religions.

- TWA: BE 0410,195.380

Les chorales de Singing Molenbeek, 'envoi de colombes vers le ciel sur le parvis de I'église, un long
moment de convivialité autour du thé de I'amitié étaient des signes de I"amour du voisin.
Bravo encore |

Soyez assurés, chers amis d’Ensemble avec Marie de mes sentiments dévoués et trés cordiaux.
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