
'Together with Mary' is an event that encourages encounters between Muslims and Catholics.
It was in Lebanon, in 1996, that this event was born.
Pope John Paul II said at that time: "Lebanon is a message". Since then, the audience of these first encounters reaches far
beyond the borders of Lebanon: the meetings ‘Together with Mary’ are celebrated in France, Belgium, Africa, and everywhere
the message spreads.
Now the way is open to signs of peace and unity while also underlining the importance of moving from words to deeds,
through initiatives, concrete actions taken together to help the most deprived and the wounded.
In Belgium, ‘Ensemble avec Marie’ has already been commemorated in Etterbeek, in Louvain-la-Neuve, in the prison of Ittre
and in Koekelberg. This year the event was commemorated in Molenbeek and on the 24th of February for ther 1st time in
Baghdad.  

Chrétiens et musulmans -Ensemble avec Marie
Christians and Muslims - Together with Mary



This year, we wanted to organise the encounter in Molenbeek. But why? 
Molenbeek is a municipality of Brussels (“the Capital of Europe”) where 140 nationalities live side by side. Molenbeek 
is quite a diverse area, of the already cosmopolitan and international city of Brussels. 
And that's precisely why we chose this neighborhood – to create links and bring different cultures together. 
We, as Catholics and Muslims, share the figure of Mary, whom is very important. In the Koran, she is mentioned 
several times, and her magnificent personality is venerated by both Muslims and Catholics; Mary is this admirable 
and indisputable figure who has a unifying power. We met and celebrated her with one voice. 
Beyond that, the encounter is very important to us, and getting to know each other, discovering ‘the other’. 
Our aim is always to make people gather around a festive and spiritual event.

 
 

Christians and Muslims - Together with Mary
Molenbeek (Brussels) - Saturday, February 04.2023 at 3pm 



Our event began with a spiritual component, evoking the Annunciation of St. Luke and the Surah Al Imran 
 (3vs45) of the Koran, that speaks of Mary, which will be done by Catholic and Muslim theologians. 
There was also a lot of music, with three different children's choirs, including the Singing Molenbeek choir, as 
well as a choir of Muslim scouts and a choir of young girls from Lumina (an association taking care of girls 
with disabilities). 
There were different testimonies (Muslims and Christians) and we learned how important Mary's figure is for 
the speakers. Mgr Kockerols (one of the Bishops of Belgium) and Imam Abou Youssouf (Mosque Al Azhar- 
Brussels) ended the event with a conclusion (Dismissal). 
Organised in the Catholic Church of St.John Baptist situated in the center of Molenbeek (where the muslim’s 
population is very important), this edition of “Ensemble avec Marie” has been visited by over 
500 participants (70% Muslims and 30 % Christians). This edition was truly popular and citizen’s oriented.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cjbR1mIV3xkBz5yQ7B75im4VCHPqPkOB/view


AraBel is a community 
radio, approved by the 
Conseil Supérieur de 

l'Audiovisuel of Belgium, 
which targets the Arab, 

Berber and Muslim public 
but which aims at opening 
up to the whole of Belgian 
and European society, with 

a team coming from 
various backgrounds.

Christians and Muslims - Together with Mary
 ON THE MEDIA

REPORT IN THE TELEVISION CHANNEL KTO
(French-speaking Catholic TV) 

Molenbeek, what fraternity 7 years later?
7 years after the attacks in Paris and Brussels, the image of the 

Molenbeek-Saint-Jean neighborhood in Brussels is still very much 
associated with the Islamist terrorists who were arrested there. Today, 

associations are mobilizing to create fraternity within this district of 
Brussels and to work on its transformation. On this 4th of February, 

International Day of Human Fraternity, the meeting "Together with Mary" 
is held at the church of Saint Jean-Baptiste to live a time of fraternity 

between Catholics and Muslims.

RCF French-speaking 
Catholic radio.

Interview in the monthly 
program of the 

Chapel of Europe "A Soul 
for Europe".

https://www.ktotv.com/video/00418030/reportage-du-9-fevrier-2023
https://www.rcf.fr/actualite/lespace-europe-0?episode=333678


Christians and Muslims - Together with Mary
 

The most qualitative daily 
newspaper of the French- 
speaking press in Belgium, 
 La Libre Belgique is a real 

vector and reference of the
Belgian, international, 

political, economic and 
cultural news.

ON THE MEDIA

CathoBel.be is the official website of the 
Catholic Church in French-speaking Belgium, 

https://www.cathobel.be/2023/02/chretiens-et-musulmans-se-rassemblent-autour-de-marie-a-molenbeek/
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