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WAMALA WARD INTERFAITH COMMUNITY                                         REPORT ON PRAYERS TO MARK THE 2023 WORLD INTERFAITH HARMONY WEEK
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Venue:  FOCAGIFO HOPE INSTITUTE, JINJA-KALORI   DATE: 26TH FEB 2023                               Theme: LOVE OF GOD AND LOVE OF NEIGHBOUR, LOVE OF THE GOOD
1.0 INTRODUCTION
On Sunday 5th December, 2021-  Friends of Canon Gideon Foundation (FOCAGIFO) entered into and launched a formal partnership with Wamala Ward Community leaders and members plus those of the  neighboring Wards to form the  COMMUNITY ADVOCATES FOR HEALTH, SECURITY &DEVELOPMENT (CA4HSD) coordinated  by  the Office of the LC2 Chairman, Wamala  with   Coordination Support from the Rev Canon Prof Gideon B Byamugisha.  Thework of these Community Level Advocates resulted in the Birth of Wamala Ward Interfaith Community whose 2022 Interfaith Harmony Week Prayer Activities won The 2022 King Abdullah 11 World Intrfaith Harmony Week Second Prize  Award    The main focus  of our  interfaith mission and ministry work and  partnerships  is to mobilize our youths of faith, their parents and guardians, their spiritual mentors and cultural custodians, health service providers and researchers, business financiers and innovators , community leaders and societal governors  (in an inter-faith, inter-community, inter-political party and inter-generational manner) to work together on issues of common challenge .  Our target is to make a statistically significant contribution to Ending Inequalities of Service Access  for  (a) Improved Youth, Family  & Community  Health (b) Deepened Youth  Safety, Family  & Community Security and (c) Enhanced Youth  Development, Family  & Community Transformation to end AIDS and intersecting vulnerabilities faster 
FOCAGIFO chose  to work with and through faith  communities because they  traditionally have the mandate and history of caring and  sharing, support, and compassion and of inspiring Hope. They have the relative advantage of theological and moral authority, pastoral  ability and spiritual  virtues  of Love and Grace, Compassion & Solidarity, Equity & Justice  capable of influencing society at individual, Family, Community, National and even Global levels in prevailing over the inequalities of access to (a) Youth Empowerment, Skilling & Accompaniment (YESA)  that is affordable, holistic and of good quality  (b) (i) Safe behaviors and practices;(ii)  Access to statistically significant  love and care,  good quality  treatment and nutrition (iii) Voluntary, routine and stigma free counseling and tasting (iii) Empowerment and engagement of   those youths and families, communities and community groups most at risk of , most vulnerable to  and or most burdened by ‘Inequality & Injustice, Domination & Deprivation, Exploitation and Corruption’- related behaviors  and practices,  ill-health  and hunger,   anxiety & depression,   vices & crimes (SAVE)   (c) Freedom from HIV& AIDs related Stigma, Shame, Discrimination, Denial, Inaction (SSDDIM)
2.0  OBJECTIVE OF THE INTERFAITH SERVICE

Our key purpose of holding Interfaith Services  as Wamala Ward Interfaith Community is to enhance Prophetic Witness  & Action on Community Level Love & Grace. , Compassion  & Solidarity , Equity & Justice . We  engage in hymns and prayers, read scriptures, preach sermons, make community speeches and   mobilize resources for Youth Empowerment,  Skilling & Accompaniment (YESA) Courses and Programs that work in combination to help contribute to                                                                                                                                            (a) Overcoming ‘Knowledge, Beliefs , Attitudes, Skills   &  Service’  related  Barriers in
 (i) Bettering Adolescent & Youths’ health  (ii) Deepening Youth safety & security against anything that robs them of their life and health, peace and human dignity.

(b)  Achieving Equity and Justice  for  youths and families  most at risk of , most vulnerable to  and or most burdened by ‘Inequality & Injustice, Domination & Deprivation, Exploitation and Corruption’- related behaviors  and practices,  ill-health  and hunger,   anxiety & depression,   vices & crimes
(c) Ending AIDS & Stigma, Gender Based Violence & Teen pregnancies, Household Level Poverty& Youth Unemployment Faster.
These objectives were maintained for the Sunday 26.02 2023 Interfaith prayers to mark the 2023 World Interfaith Harmony Week
3.0 ATTENDANCE 
	Number of registered participants and leaders of the interfaith prayers 
	Figure

	Female
	91

	Male
	84

	TOTAL
	175

	Estimated Number of The General Public Reached (Through The Public March  In Town With the Band , The  Two Public Sermons Preached  and the Brochures Distributed) 
	1000


4.0 ACTIVITIES ACCOMPLISHED 

4.1 2023 World Interfaith Harmony Week Public Awareness Raising March through Wamala Ward
We started commemorating the Day with an awareness raising Match in Wamala Ward with the Alfred William M Brass Band.  The youths dressed in Interfaith t-shirts with banners talking about the Interfaith Harmony week theme and subtheme. They interacted with people individually and stopped to pass on messages urging the community to address and overcome youth empowerment and skilling barriers to equitable access.
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4.2 Interfaith Prayer Service

Our Interfaith prayer service was jointly led by the Rev Canon Prof Gideon Byamugisha (Anglican) , Pastor Nassali Hellen, (Pentecostal)  Ms Nakayenge (SDA) and  Young People from FOCAGIFO Hope Institute (Muslim, Catholic, SDA, Anglican & Petencostal) , the Mataari Muslim Choir & Dance  Troupe ,  Curious Youths Uganda , Single Youth Mothers Association Uganda, Seventh Day Adventist Church Maganjo  and Community Advocates for Health, Security and Development (CA4HSD)

Ms Nakayenge Juliet ( SDA Church Mganjo) Community  delivered   a sermon from the Bible Mathew 6;7 on the role of deep faith and  genuine love as well as continuous Praying and  grounded hope (as virtues of religious belief) in  helping persons of faith, their  families and communities to address the community health, community security  and community development  challenges driven by inequality  and now  made worse ( in manifestation and impact ) by COVID-19, AIDS & Stigma, Gender based Violence & Teen Pregnancies , Household Level Poverty and  Youth Unemployment. The sermon was listened to and greatly  encouraged the listeners of various  faiths - Moslem, Seventh Day, Christians, Orthodox among others
Picture 1: Ms Nakayenge Juliet (SDA) Community delivering her sermon on Prayer.  
Both the Sermon of the day and the songs selected for the Interfaith Prayers urged   participants to (a) Not forget their Lord God and to (b) Pray at all time because God known to Christians and Allah known to Moslems listens to their prayers c) To have hope and keep peace with one another
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4.3 Launch of the Wamala Ward Interfaith Community Forum

Another activity on the program was to introduce to the audience the new leaders  of the Wamala Ward  Interfaith Forum . The Leaders of the three  Sub-committees (1.0  Youth, 2.0 Women & 3.0 Spiritual Mentors, Cultural Custodians ) were introduced to the audience and commissioned by Mr William B Sekattwe –Chairman LC2 Ward and Chief Mobilizer , CA4HSD).  This forum is charged  will lead  the  Community Interfaith Prayers, Practical Action and  Resource Mobilization Drive called the 2KYES FUND ( Give A Mimimum Gift Of Uganda shs 2000  Towards Youth Empowerment And Skilling )  - a  ‘youths of faith’ - led and  Wamala Ward local community  innovated mechanism  to raise money, gifts –in- kind and human resources necessary to enable Friends of Canon Gideon Foundation (FOCAGIFO)  partnerships and collaboration  with (a) Wamala Ward Community leaders and members, (b)   Community Advocates For Health, Security &Development (CA4HSD)  and with  (c)  Wamala Ward Interfaith Community  make a statistically  significant contribution to efforts (global, continental, regional , national and municipal) in (a) Equalizing love and grace, compassion and solidarity, equity and justice, (b) Ending inequalities of service  access to   (i) Good quality , affordable and holistic YESA (ii) SAVE  (iii) Freedom from SSSDDIM  (c) Ending AIDS & intersecting vulnerabilities faster ! .   

This joint effort will (a)  Increase numbers of  Youth Empowerment, Skilling  & Accompaniment Enrollment, Retention and Graduation for   the most at risk and most vulnerable youths  in various vocational centers or Institutes (b) Generate the EARN -AS -U -TRAIN Opportunities to HIV positive, negative and or ‘sero-status blind’ youths  most at risk of , most vulnerable to  and or most burdened by ‘Inequality & Injustice, Domination & Deprivation, Exploitation and Corruption’- related behaviors  and practices,  ill-health  and hunger,   anxiety & depression,   vices & crimes
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4.4 Conducting HIV and Hepatitis Education, Prevention and testing services                                                                                  
We conducted free HIV & Hepatitis testing and Counseling services to the community through the collaboration with Community Health Center- Nassolo Health Center III. They provided HIV & Hepatitis Education, Testing and Counselling services!
A total of 53 people were (25 male and 28 Female) None of them turned positive. This was incredibly good! Let us continue to fight the Virus for Sustained Zero New HIV infections !
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4.5 Declaration Of  Commitment

This was the climax of our 26th February 2023 Interfaith Prayer Service to commemorate the 2023 World Interfaith Harmony Week. The declaration read: 
“We the audience at the 2023 Interfaith Service commit ourselves to join the efforts of other Stakeholders focused on ending inequalities of service  access  and  ending  AIDS and other intersecting vulnerabilities ( Stigma & Discrimination , GBV & Teenage Pregnancies, Household Level Poverty  &Youth Unemployment) faster . In that effort, we pledge to :  
 4.5.1 Keep on Supporting and Strengthening the FOCAGIFO Hope institute in our Ward to make it better able to handle the task of  empowerment and skilling   our Youths  through the KISOBOKA program; 
4.5.2 Involve ourselves in Resource mobilization drives  in order to create a resource  pool which will help  youths to  (i) Earn –As-They-Train (ii) Access Good quality, affordable and  holistic skills (iii)  Increase their capability to reduce   their risks and vulnerability to  ‘Inequality & Injustice, Domination & Deprivation, Exploitation and Corruption’- related behaviors  and practices,  ill-health  and hunger,   anxiety & depression,   vices & crimes
4.5.3 Rally all children and youths, men and women of faith in various places of worship and residence, schools and colleges, institutes and universities, places of work and business, entertainment and sport, legislation and justice adjudication   etc  to join  Our “ OUR LOVE & LABOR  WE GIVE”  Initiative  and  help Jinja Kalori, LC1,  Wamala Ward , Nabweru Division and Nansana Municipality to achieve (a) The 95x95x95 targets (b) Epidemic control  fast and  to (c) Make  history as the first Village, Parish, Sub-county and Municipality respectively (in Uganda  and Africa South of the Sahara) to achieve zero new HIV infections, zero stigma & discrimination and zero new AIDS related deaths .
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5.0 MOVING FORWARD 

Implementing this Declaration under the “OUR  LOVE & LABOR WE GIVE”  will involve :
5.1 PRAYING 

Praying at Individual, family, congregational/Denominational, inter- denominational ,Ecumenical and at Interfaith levels for, More youth enrollment into vocational institutes & polytechnics, colleges and universities ,youth employment & job creation levels to rise during admission and graduation times and tourist during particular seasons our community who, Spiritual Growth and Transformation to double, triple and quadruple at individual, family, local community, national, regional, continental and global level, The Spiritual virtue, of  ‘Love Our Neighbors as we love our personal selves “ to multiply to statistically significant levels.
5.2 GIVING

· Our time, our local community leadership, spiritual mentorship and cultural values wisdom towards Empowering, Skilling and Accompanying (YESA) Young people.
· Our Engineering skills and our building & construction, Teaching, Managing, Business, Administrative & Training Skills and expertise in the creation to expand the FOCAGIFO Hope Institute founded on Bulungibwansi principles to serve Disadvantaged youths at Local community, national and regional levels as to be able empower, skill and accompany 400 more vulnerable youth each year in addition to the current 200
· Our Money as a way of investing in a stronger, community owned and community Governed approach to development.

5.3 MOBILIZING 
To ensure that  our  faith congregations or village community  members   have  at least 10 parents and guardians , 10 youths and 10 children who are actively involved in supporting  2KYES FUND  and  hence helping our parish, our division and our municipality to end inequalities of access to  (a) Good quality, affordable and holistic   YESA  (b)  SAVE (c) Freedom from SSDDIM and  (d)  Freedom from  ‘Inequality & Injustice, Domination & Deprivation, Exploitation and Corruption’- related behaviors  and practices,  ill-health  and hunger,   anxiety & depression,   vices & crimes
6.0 CHALLENGES

· We got a heavy down pour between the March and the actual service. This  delayed the event from starting and reduced numbers in attendance  but did not stop it from happening!

· Some of the  community leaders  that turned up had several other engagements and thus left before the end of the service. We however created time for them to speak to their People before leaving.

· The financial resources were not enough for all the activities planned.
6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

·  For our next interfaith harmony week prayers at division level (last week of May 2023 ) , municipality (Last week of August 2023)  and national level ( 3rd  Week of Feb 2024 ) ; We recommend that the Government of Uganda,  the Inter-Religious Council of Uganda (IRCU) , Ugandan Youths Beyond Wamala Ward  and the PHA Community join our partnership and collaboration efforts in  (a) Holding  this Interfaith Harmony Week  (b) Raising  2KYES FUND  resources   (c ) Promoting  peace and harmony amongst people of different faith traditions, age groups  and political party persuasions  as well as  (d ) Overcoming  HIV , TB & Malaria , GBV & Teen Pregnancies,   household   poverty & youth unemployment  Faster
7.0  CONCLUSION
This event was a Success! Great Thanks to the International Community of Women Living with HIV Eastern Africa (ICWEA) for the financial support that came  through the Community Led Monitoring (CLM) project support to Rev Canon Prof Gideon Byamugisha’ community level activities. Appreciation also goes to the Service leaders, the Preacher, the different Choirs, the Band and the Islamic Matali group for ministering to the People! Special thanks to the Wamala Ward Leaders for mobilizing participants and more resources for the event! The students from FOCAGIFO Hope Institute and Kampala International University- thank you for your great involvement. 
APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1: ABBREVIATIONS

FOCAGIFO – FRIENDS OF CANON GIDEON FOUNDATION

KIUKSA- KAMPALA INTERNATINAL UNIVERSITY KIGEZI STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

NEET – NOT IN EDUCATION, NOT IN EMPLOYMENT AND NOT IN TRAINING

YES- YOUTH EMPOWERMENT &SKILLING                                                                                                   YESA- YOUTH EMPOWERMENT, SKILLING & ACCOMPANIMENT

SAVE- SAFE BEHAVIOURS& PRACTICES: ACCESS &ADHERENCE TO GOOD QUALITY CARE, TREATMENT & GOOD NUTRITION: VOLUNTARY, ROUNTINE& STIGMA- SENSITIVE COUNSELING AND TESTING; EMPOWERMENT OF THE PEOPLE MOST IMPACTED BY INEQUALITY, STIGMA & HIV

SSDDIM- STIGMA, SHAME, DENIAL, DISCRIMINATION, INACTION, MISACTION
SUBMITTED BY:
Rev Canon Prof Gideon B Byamugisha                                                                                Team Lead                                                                                                                                          Theology, Ethics & Spirituality To End Inequalities Of Access , End  AIDS  & Intersecting  Vulnerabilities Faster                                                                                                                               FOCAGIFO/UNERELA+/CA4HSD

Physical Address: Jinja –Kalori LC1, Wamala Ward-Nabweru Division                                               Postal Address:    P.O. BOX 37270, Kampala-Uganda                                                               Phone:                   +256782869102                                                                                                 Email: gideon_byamugisha@yahoo.co.uk                                                                                    Website: WWW.focagifo.net                                               
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APPENDIX 2: THE EVENT IN PICTURES




 Love of God, Love of Neighbor and Love of the Good: Youths matching alongside the band in KISIMU Town  to  create  awareness on the theme and subtheme of the 2023 World Interfaith Harmony Week                                                             








Interfaith Prayers’ Youth Choir:  Singing ‘UNITED AGAINST AIDS





The Community Interfaith Forum being oriented on their roles by Rev Canon Gideon Byamugisha  before the launching by Mr William Ssekatwe





One of the local Police Officers getting HIV Testing services





26th Feb 20223 Wamala Ward Interfaith Harmony Week:  Young People, their Parents and Guardians, Their Educators and Trainers,  Spiritual Mentors and Cultural Custodians, Health Service Providers & Local community Leaders  making a gesture of Commitment  & Solidarity.
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