International Webinar under world Interfaith Harmony week celebrations

WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER

23-02-2022

Department of Islamic Studies, Ghazi University, Dera Ghazi Khan, Pakistan
Department of Islamic Studies, Ghazi University, Dera Ghazi khan, Pakistan conducted an international webinar on interfaith harmony under world interfaith harmony week celebrations. The main objective of the program was to discuss about the need and the importance of interfaith harmony and ways and methods for attracting public to our objective. Following Guest speakers attended and participated in the discussion.

Dr. Godwin Onuh Odeh Lecturer, Sokoto State University, Nigeria

Mr. Gopal Singh Chawla, Chairman Punjabi Sangat, Nankana Sahib

Guru Sukh Dev Jee, President Gorakh nath Seva Mandal, Pakistan

Ms. Ryu Yeon Ju, Team Leader of the HWPL Daejeon Branch, South Koria

Imam Ahsan Ullah, Islamic Center of Daejeon, South Koria.
Dr. Allama Shahbaz Ahmad Chishti, Chairman Zia-ul-Karam Islamic Centre, New York, USA

Mr. Shahid Khan, Department of Islamic Studies, Al-Azhar University, Egypt

Allama Tahir Abbas Al-Asri, Founder, Pakistan Interfaith Forum, Lahore.

Dr. Muhammad Ayyaz Assistant professor, Department of Islamic studies was the moderator while Prof. Dr Arshad Munir, Chairperson, Department of Islamic Studies served as the chief organiser of the program.

The chief organiser welcome all the participants and told that main purpose of all interfaith dialogue projects is to enhance religious tolerance and promote peaceful coexistence. Therefore, department of Islamic Studies of the Ghazi University decided to be part of this mission and play its role actively and positively. Celebrations of world interfaith week is the part of such efforts. Today, we are here in an international webinar to discuss about the importance of interfaith dialogue and coexistence. While commending HM King Abdullah of Jordan, the organiser told the he has long been known for his peace initiatives. The Amman Message brought together the most authoritative figures of Islam to denounce terrorism, and promote harmony within the world of Islam.
It was discussed that interfaith harmony means bringing peace among people by positivity. There is an interrelationship among people of different religious beliefs at the individual and institutional level which Projects a positive picture in the polity of nations. Interfaith harmony embodies the notion of live and let live. In a world of increasing political and economic conflict, peaceful coexistence among practitioners of various religious beliefs can prove to be the way forward for peace and prosperity. Strengthening interfaith harmony and religious diversity can be instrumental in the development and progress of especially Pakistan and in this beautiful world on the whole.

To promote religious harmony, we need to guard against religious extremism. All religions seek peace, oppose violence, champion universal love and preach goodness. However, when people veer away from the right path, they might become susceptible to bigotry and fanaticism and eventually fall into the traps of extremism. It was discussed that the lack of collective common sense, religious misconceptions, the partial and prejudiced religious discourse, insecurity of the holy sites of minorities, unjust etc are the important challenges to interfaith harmony in the world.

The participants emphasized that everyone must be honest and sincere, even if that means revealing discomforts with your own tradition or that of the other. Everyone must assume that everyone else is being equally honest and sincere. Everyone must be permitted to define their own religious experience and identity, and others must respect this.
In the end, the chief organiser thanked all the participants especially the guest speakers.
