WE OWN YOU (VISIT TO A HINDU TEMPLE)
Under the celebrations of world Harmony week, a delegation from Department of Islamic Studies, Ghazi University, Dera Ghazi Khan, Pakistan visited HANUMAN TEMPLE (a Hindu Mandir) on Tuesday 22, February 2022. More than 40 students and teachers of Department of Islamic Studies, Ghazi University were among the delegation.
Renowned historian Mr. Shuaib Raza while briefing the delegation about the historical background of the Mandir, told that this temple was established in Dera Ghazi Khan in early 1920s. Actually this temple was shifted from old city of Dera Ghazi Khan and re-built in new city. This temple is Hanuman Temple, comprising of a single shigara and adjoining rooms. Hanuman is a Hindu god and divine vanara (monkey) companion of the god Rama. Hanuman is one of the central characters of the Hindu epic Ramayana. According to the Ramayana, Hanuman was asked to fetch the herb (sanjavni booti) from the Himalayas to save the life of Lakshman, Lord Ram's brother. The same story has been depicted on front of this temple. Sculptures of different Sadhu and Sant yet exist on different sides of the main structure. Shigara of the temple is in good condition but the wall paintings inside the temple structure are faded. Hanuman is considered symbol of power. Prof. Dr. Arshad Munir appreciated Mr. Shuaib Raza for his guidance about the temple. 
Head of the delegation Prof. Dr. Arshad Munir while explaining the motives of this visit advised the delegation to spread the message of love and respect as well as coexistence in the society to make the universe peaceful. He said that sacred places are spiritual recharge areas, places of reverence where we are not only careful, but prayerful. Sacred sites are important for the vitality and survival of indigenous and traditional peoples' cultures.
Later on, the students took part in the cleanliness activity and cleaned the temple and its surrounding by sweeping through broom. The delegation thanked the Chairperson, Department of Islamic Studies for giving opportunity to see & learn about the sacred places of other religions and appreciated his efforts for creating & contributing a peaceful and a harmonious environment in the society.
