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Rev. Father Rifat Bader, Director of the Catholic Center
for Studies and Media and his faithful collaborators
Msgr. William Shomali, Vicar of the Latin Patriarch

of Jerusalem for Jordan

Reverend Priests (Fathers)
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Representatives of the ...................

Your Excellency Mr. Ahmed Ali Mohamed AlBlooshi Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates to

Jordan

"This celebration - The First International Day of Human Fraternity, established by a recent
Resolution of the United Nations General Assembly - responds to the clear invitation addressed by
Pope Francis to all humanity to build a present of peace in the encounter with the other". These

encounters are a way to create authentic social friendship, as the Holy Father requests from us".

The date is not a coincidence: on fourth February 2019, during the apostolic trip to the United
Arab Emirates, the Pope and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar (Cairo) signed the Document on human

brotherhood (Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together).

Many have contributed to this extraordinary project to promote human brotherhood: Pope
Francis and the Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyib; the General Secretariat of the United Nations; the High
Committee for Human Brotherhood; the United Arab Emirates and other countries joining the new
Day (Event) proclaimed by the United Nations; and all those brothers and sisters who work every day
in many different ways to heal the fractures in those societies in which enmity (hatred) still prevails

over brotherhood.

This document that we remember today in fact represents a proposal and a project of
relationship between Christians and Muslims, and it stands for both the goal and the starting point of
a progressive reciprocal opening between the Islamic world and the other monotheistic faiths to
dialogue. The Abu Dhabi Document first of all presents a wide-ranging perspective inspired by the
recognition of a brotherhood founded on common humanity and faith in God the Creator. Significant
is the appeal that the document addresses to all of us, and which we can summarize as follows: 1) the
culture of dialogue is the way, 2) common collaboration is the direction, 3) and mutual knowledge

forms the method and the criterion for authentic coexistence among people and religions.

The document is courageous and at the same time realistic, and for its practical contents it
invites us to translate the project and the guiding principles set out in the joint declaration into
concrete actions. These same contents were echoed in Pope Francis’s encyclical on fraternity and
social friendship Brothers all, confirming the value and importance attributed by the Pope to the
Islamic-Christian declaration of Abu Dhabi which we commemorate here today on its second

anniversary.

Brotherhood allows our social relationships to be strengthened with respect for diversity.
Also in the encyclical Amoris Laetitia, the Pope reminds us that "God Has entrusted to the family the
plan of making the world “domestic”, so that all may come to feel every human being as a brother"

(AL 183). And in Evangelii gaudium he speaks of the "enthusiasm to live the Gospel of fraternity and


http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2019/outside/documents/papa-francesco_20190204_documento-fratellanza-umana.html
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justice!" and of the "absolute priority of going out of oneself towards the brother" (EG 179). In the
encyclical Laudato si '(LS) the Pope invites us to follow the example of Francis of Assisi by
safeguarding a "universal fraternity" (LS 228), which involves all of the creation. Brotherhood is the

criterion of discernment that allows us to do the good for our brothers and for ourselves.

In the teaching of Pope Francis, brotherhood is therefore the attitude and the transcendental
(inspiring) value that allows us to find ways of dialogue to overcome every obstacle on the path to

peace. For this it is necessary to deepen and strengthen this sentiment for a future of peace.

Thank you and may the Almighty bless us all!




