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Introduction :

Religious harmony throughout history in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan (from early
history until the present day) is a reality and tangible through the most prominent Islamic
and Christian materialistic landmarks established onlahd of the Kingdom, especially
during the Islamic eras.

We have no doubt that those great efforts made by the governments of Jordan have achiev
more interest in Jordan at various levels, so that Jordan has become a model in common lif
as these effort@ill be dealt with in a balanced way to present examples of the efforts made

by the Kingdom in interfaith dialogue, and the Kingdom's role in promoting Joint dialogue

from its inception to the present day and foreseeing the future.

Previous studies:

Many scholars, experts, researchers and clerics have asserted that Jordan represents
advanced model in the field of transition to common life between Muslims and Christians
on its blessed land during the Byzantine eras, as material evidence and archaeologic:
discoveries indicate that this transition was characterized by flexibility and continuity,
especially with regard to the life of the population. Seonomic, administrative and
civilization.

We have no doubt that the efforts of His Majesty King Akatulll and the successive
Jordanian governments have been fruitful, and the initiatives of His Majesty, including the
Amman Message, the Week of International Religious Harmony, and His Majesty's role in
this field at the local, Arab and regional levels.

These efforts resulted in the model of coexistence on the land of Jordan from the Byzantine
eras to the present day, especially those historical churches as models of religious harmor
on the land of the Kingdom, which were established during the Islamg, agethey

constitute unique physical models in Jordan whose remains and mosaic floors are stil
visible on the ground, and from These are the churches that were built in the early Islamic
ages, the Stefanos Church in UmmRdsas, the Church of Ma'in, turch of the Cave

of the Prophet Lot, the Church of the Qawisma, and many other Byzantine churches that th
writings on their mosaic floors confirmed that they were built during the Islamic era, and



this is clearConnotations ocommon life in Jordan anthe Arab neighboring countries
During those prosperous eras.

Just as churches were booming, the emergence of the architecture of historical mosques
Jordan and the art of engineering and architectural planning for them has reached a
advanced stage, atidere are examples of these newly discovered mosques on the land of
the Kingdom, such as the Omari mosques in Amman, Madaba, Zarga and Irbid, which
reflect the art of Islamic architecture, as these mosques and churches togethbr, they
represent distinct model in harmony and dife in the Middle East.

Harmony Through the Ages

Philadelphia / Amman, with its strategic location in the heart of the Arab world, remained
the cradle of civilizations according to their successive seasons and stdgEs.|Sfm
entered it, it was called Amman. It increased its splendor and generosity in the rest of the
era of Islamic civilization.

It lived through the ages of many ancient civilizatisnsh as the Hittites, the Hyksdbke
Amalekites and the Ammonitesyho called her thé Rabbath Ammoa, meaning the king's
house Then came the Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, and Ptolemaic Greeks who sa\
Philadelphia, and the Romans came to her, where the ancient Roman ruins that appeared
the emergence of the exedwns are still, and the excavations have appeared in a number
of them.

Today, Amman, the capital of the Hashemite Kingdom, is renewed, developed, full of life,
growth and giving, flourishing with knowledge and science, and a pioneer in the Arab,
Islamic and international arenas, distinguished by its moderation, diversity, tolerance,
coexistence and cohesion among its people.

And from it, the Amman message to the Arab world and to all countries of the world was
launched, a call for peace, harmony, dialogond cooperation between the world's cultures
and religions.

The city of Amman enjoys a historical place, and it is the position that Jordan occupies In
International politics, and an expression of the position it enjoys as a model for moderate



Islam in tke sign of the launch of many royal initiatives in this field, such as the Amman
Message, A Common Word, the initiative to celebrate the World Interfaith Harmony Week,
and other initiatives that Consolidating the values of dialogue, understanding, tokenance
mutual respect, and achieving world peace and harmonious coexistence among all hume
beings.

The Roots ofHarmony in Jordan:

Since the emergence of religions, the blessed land of Jordan has enjoyed religious places f
followers of religions throughrahaeological evidence, and to confirm this, a field study of
some major sites such as temples, churches, mosques, paths, and historical roads in Amm
and its vicinity has been confirmed and the results confirmed the importance of the cultural
heritage etending across the countries of the region in Consolidating the vallistmred

life, for example the story of the boys of the cave, who are the boys who believe in the
message of Jesus, and they were mentioned in the Holy Quran in S@tfABRs welas

the discovery of the site dhe Baptism of Jesus, which was supervised by a Muslim
team who believes in the valuesf tolerance, harmony and common lifethus becoming

a model for the sites listed on thverld heritage list.

And finish with what Hs Majesty King Abdullah Il said (Here in Jordan, there is an ancient
Christian heritage consistent with the Islamic heritage and identity of our country, and we
are proud of thisleritage).



Goals and Objectives of the Conference:

The King and the Pope Benedict XVI laid the foundation stones for Roman Catholic
Church, which will be built at the Baptism Site in 2009.

Source: http://www2.pictures.gi.zimbio.com/Pope+Benedict+XVI+Visits+Jordan+NzSLKIzBAwWML jps

T—

9 The event aims to represating the harmonious ce existence among the members of
Jordanian cultural mosaic, through 100 years; Thought the different religious, origins and
traditions.

1 The Conference continues to better understanding, promote the harmonious, and strive to
shorten the gap between diverse communities and to demonstrate that we can live together in
the spirit of acceptance, harmony, and compassion.

1 The objective of the event is to promote interfaith respect, harmony, inclusiveness, and
diversity. It inculcates mutual uinderstanding and respect between different faith traditions
and philosophies of Jordan. It promotes respect, harmony, and cohesion among all people.



History of the Conference:

The Jordanian Christian Youth Clu® the Hashemite University launched the hamony conference in
cooperation with the local community organizationsNGO,sand governmental institutions in Zarga.
Intending to highlight the religious and cultural harmony in Jordan in general and Zarga in particular,
this is an embodiment of His MajestKing Abdullah II's visions of the importance of harmony; and to
celebrate the World Harmony Week at the beginning of February every year.

The first conference was launched under the auspices of Minister of Culture Lana Mamkeg in 201
2016, under the title "The First Harmony Conference in Zarqa Governorate". This conference
affirmed that Zarga which is the second largest populated City in the Kingdom lives true
harmony between Muslims and Christians, and the religious heritage in the governorate attests to
that.

The second conference was launched under the auspices of the Minister of Youth RarrDkikat in
2016-2017 under the title "Common Life through Tourism and Archeology". This conference was
concerned with showing religious harmony on the blessed lahof Jordan through the multiple
archaeological siteshttps://www.ammonnews.net/article/287469

Whereas, the third harmony conference entitled "Paths of Faith in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan"
2017-2018 was launched under the patronage of His Excellency Mr Michael Hamarneh, former
Minister of Tourism. Hashem bin AbdManaf took it during the trade trip between the Arabian
Peninsula and the Levant. He also discussed the history of religious harmony aitsl fruit, which
reflected positively on Jordanian society and contributed to its
stability. https://www.ammonnews.net/article/355327

While each of the fourth conference2018- 2019 and the fifth2019-¢ m¢ m P& koAbline<s

and Harmony through Tourism and Achaeologyo AT A O#1 1 £FAOAT AA 11 2A1 ECE
, EEA ET : AONAOG OAOBAAOE OAIlswere kedn b showiGielotightldh OO0 1 £
harmony and harmony among the memeérs of the Jordanian state from the earliest times to the

present.

https://hu.edu.jo/NewsCenter/f news_0_0.aspx?newsid=31442#.Y CwtFHmxXIU

https://hu.edu.jo/NewsCenter/f news_0_0.aspx?newsid=32380#.YCwj XmxXIU



https://www.ammonnews.net/article/287469
https://www.ammonnews.net/article/355327
https://hu.edu.jo/NewsCenter/f_news_0_0.aspx?newsid=31442#.YCwtFHmxXIU
https://hu.edu.jo/NewsCenter/f_news_0_0.aspx?newsid=32380#.YCwj_XmxXIU

The First Harmony Conference 2015-16

The First Religious Harmony in Jordan

The first conference was launched under the auspices of Minister of @uke Lana Mamkeg in 205,
under the title "The First Harmony Conference in Zarqa Governorate". This conference affirmed t
Zarga lives true harmony between Muslims and Christians, and the religious heritage in
governorate attests to that.
https://tinyurl.com/yxlpls42

[ Events } [ Feedback}

Frst Day: Research Session Second Day : Field Activities

-Riad AlKhatib: Director of Zarga Culture - The initiative to establish a garden harmon
Religious Heritage in Zarga Governorate Second Day

- Muhammad alJabbul: Director of the Islami - At its conclusion, the participants visite
Endowments in Rusaifa: The Amman Mess: the Jordanian Christian religiou
and its importance in clarifying the goals monuments in thedBerairg region such as
religion and grengthening relationships betweer, the discovered Byzantine churche,as w
people. as the heritage mosque of Sarut villaayed

- Abdul Rahim Al Zawahra: Coordinator of fl listened to the explanation from Dr
Jordan Youth Commission: His Majesty K Mohammad Wakeb and local community:
Abdullah II's vision of the importance of dialogu inhabitants.

coexistence, love and peace - Tour in Classical Sites in Wadi Zate

- Dr.Mohammad WaheebThe role of tourism anc Amman (Ancient Pheladelphia) .
antiquities in religious harmony and coexistence

- Mr Faris Hadad ,The Christian community



https://tinyurl.com/yxlpls42

The Second Harmony Conference

mon Life through

concerned wi rough the multi
archaeol .ammonnews.net /article/28

Events Feedback
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https://www.ammonnews.net/article/287469
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMBogO7lYps.7/12/2017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMBogO7lYps.7/12/2017
http://www.ammancitygis.gov.jo/_Tourism

The conferencgProf Waheel{Head of The Organizing Committee) papated in
the organizing and inviting Bishétana Atallah from Jerusalem dwrdan Zarga to

initiate Dialogue between Muslims and Christian in the City




The Third Harmony Conference
2018

Paths of Faith in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

The third harmony conference was launched under the patronage of His Excellendyr Michael
Hamarneh, former Minister of Tourism; and he has discussed the history of religious harmony and
fruit, which reflected positively on Jordanian society and contributed to its stability.

At the end of the conference the participants recommendk activating the role of faith paths, an
developing them and benefiting from the economics of religious tourism to create job opportunities a
develop the economies of the local community, and to support some initiatives aimed at promot
common life, and to publish the results of research and studies to popularize the desired benefit, and
poet Fawzi AtAbed concluded with a poem on the paths of faith On the blessed land of Jordan.

https://www.a mmonnews.net/article/355327

[ Events J [ Feedback}

The first day of the conference includes
lectures, namely:

Second Day .Feild Activities
1-Dr Jumanah Dweikat ,The holy places and th
local communities ,future visions

2- Dr. Ziad Talafha and Dr. Abdel Aziz
Mahmoud in a lecture on "Islamic Mosegiand
Churches in the Jordanian Badia."

 Launched Trails Jesus Journey Route
from Gadara (Umm Qais to Baptism Site )

The participants walked through the trall
and visited the place where Jesus met the
mad man in Gadara .

Dr i Muhanad Trad , Sacred architecture throus

ages ,in Jordan ,Function and way of

construction. i Cave of Seven Sleepers Route, fron
Pheladelphia Abu Alanda-Al-Rageem

http://www.ammancitygis.gov.jo/_Tourism

3- Dr. Mallk Badr on "The Objectives of

Religious Tourism and Harmony". hitp/Awww.ammancitygis.gov.jo/_Tourism
4-Dr. Rami AFDahon, on "Marketing of The participants walked the route of seven
Tourist and Historical Sites in Zarga" sleepers from Pheladelphia to the Famous
cave in Amman (Cave of seven sleeper:
5- Researcher Nivin Rashad and@nél Freihat )through sevral Byzantine churches anc
on "Documenting the Byzantine Heritage in the mosques along the route to Abu Alanda
Southern Jordan Valley". where the cave discovered in 1962 .


https://www.ammonnews.net/article/355327
http://www.ammancitygis.gov.jo/_Tourism
http://www.ammancitygis.gov.jo/_Tourism

.

Part of The Conference Organizing Commgtdeam,
Dr Abdulaziz,Mr Michael Kefayeh,Prof Mohammed Waheeb,
Ms Faten Smerat ,Late Adnan Asfour, Mr Musa Hadad,&Ms

Niveen Rashad

v,

10



The Fourth Harmony Conference
2019

Paths of Holiness and Harmony through Tourism and Archaeology

The conference was launched from the Jordaniarh@stian Youth Club in Zarga on Wednesday2019
under the patronage of His Excellency the Minister of Culture and Youth, and the conference foci
on the importance and role of holiness paths and how to develop them and benefit from the touri
economiesto create job opportunities and develop the local community economies.

Also dealt with the most important features of common religious sites on the land of the Bless
Kingdom, andat the end, the delegate of the conference sponsor, Dr. Muhammad Jaradatthie
presence of the President of the Zarga Governorate Council, Dr. Ahn@dnat and the President o
the Christian Youth Club, Miss FatenSmirat, honored students and graduates of the Hashe
University who contributed to the achievement of discoveriesand achievementsn harmony feild in
Zarqa Governorate.

[ Events J

The first day of the conferernce includes

lectures, namely:

1-Dr. Abdel Aziz Mahmoud from ABayt University
spoke in a lecture about the path of KhirbetSenre
and Rehab and Sama-8hrhar2- Dr. Ramzi Rousal
spoke about the impact of religious tourism
harmony on common life, Alen 3-Prof Dr. Husseir
Qudrah , Head of the Tourism Department at
Hashemite University, spoke in his lecture
globalization and its relationship to beliefs, etiefr.
Mohammad Waeeb, head of the Organizing
committee of Hashemite University, gge about th
Islamic-Christian harmony. and praising the initiati
of His Majesty the King to promote common life, wr
the researcheb-Rahmeh Imran dealt with the mos
important features of shared religious sites on the
of the blessed Kingdom Yanal Frehat discussed t
role of youth inharmony .

11

[ Feedback }

Second Day : Field Activities

The participants (Darb Al Mamoudeyh ) visited site of
Umm er Rassas where new churches were discovere:
& also where Bishop Baheere Met prohpet Mohammec
while he was 12 years old .

-Also visited Mount Nebo of Moses Phrofet , the
churches the shrines the mosaic floors, as well as the
mosque of Khatabyeh in Madaba District

-The participants shared the signning cermony of the
book entitled ( Umm er i Rassas the Prophet ard the
Saint , 2018 by Prof Mohed Waheeb) The book
represent the harmony types between Muslims
&Christianes in Madaba City south Amman the Capitle
,also visiting St Georgeous church where the earliesl
known mosaic map was found and dated to Byzantine
Period .


https://hu.edu.jo/NewsCenter/f_news_0_0.aspx?newsid=32380#.YCwj_XmxXI

The Fifth Harmony Conference 2020

Religious Harmony and Shared Life in Zarga

The fifth conference for harmony and shared life was held under the auspices of the Governor of Ze
Mr. Hijazi AFAssaf, under the organization of the conference, the Christian Youth Club atite
Hashemite University, and in cooperation with the Yajouz Cultural Forum, the Ministry of Endowmer
Zarqa Governorate Council, ABayt University, Princess Sumaya University, the Jordanian Toul
Guides Association, and a number of cultural organizahs And associations and research institutior

and a number of Christian and Islamic clerics.

https://hu.edu.jo/NewsCenter/f news 0 _0.aspx?newsid=32380#.YCwj XmxXIU

[ Events }

The first day of the conference includes

lectures, namely:

In the scientific session,1- Dr. Hussein Al Qudra
from the Hashemite University, the importance of
harmony in supporting the intellectual and scientific
production of the society and the contribution of
this to its growth and prosperity. 2-Dr. Raed Al

Washah from Princess Sumaya University pointed

out the importance of technological development in
supplementing studies and research in the field of
harmony and the importance of scientific research
in documenting what is accomplished accurately
and continuously.while,3- Mr Michel Kifaya from the
Christian Youth Club praised the effort exerted in
laying the foundations for harmony, co -existence,
and the sustainability of achievement and giving. 4-
Dr. Adnan Lotfi explained the initiative for the path
of civilized harmony, and pointed out the tourist
tracks, the foundations of common life, and the
importance of communication in laying the
foundations for coexistence.Prof Mohammed
Waheeb , Recert discoveries in the Baptism site
,east of Jordan River .

12

[ Feedback }

The Second Day :Field Activities

_ Distribution of Brouchoures of Baptism Tralil
which extended from Babtism site to Mountinans
areas to Amman

-Signinng a book entitled Muslims and Christian
Harmony in Jordan 2019 by Prof Mohed Waheeb
, In the Lutherian Church under aucipous of
Father Samer Azer & with participation of
academissions y holy men 4 NGO,:
representatives , and forign missions in Jordan ,
the book was distributed free for the participa nts

- Visiting old Amman city were lot of Byzantine
sites still visible on the surface .


https://hu.edu.jo/NewsCenter/f_news_0_0.aspx?newsid=32380#.YCwj_XmxXIU

Impact

The impact on speaker's panel and guests attended is enormous. There is no charge to
attend the conference. Moreover, complimentary refreshments and luh¢ are also
provided; for the last 5 years exception for 6th Conference due to COVID, the nhumber of
guests was limited.

Peope benefit in the first place; ecause the conference is academic in nature. As most of
the speakers are academics and professials in multiple fields; And also from the multiple
scientific outputs that emerged from this conference, such as a number of books, the most
important of which is the book, The Harmony of Religions, by Prof. Muhanad Wahed

and many other books. The followng are a number of them:

i

Waheeb, M.2016, Mosque of Qastal, Book of( The First International Conference in
Tourism Management and Heritage Preservation Conferencé&jlitores ,Mairna
Mustafa g@al .. Hashemite University, Queen Rania college for tourism &liwwal
heritage-Zarqa, PP,131146 .

Waheeb, M. & Mahmoud, A .2017, Discovery of Jesus Cave in Iradmir, Southern
Levant-Jordaninternational Journal of Innovative Research and Knowledge Volume
2 Issue 10, October2017. www.ijirk.com egap,|ISSN2213-1356 .www.ijirk.com .
Waheeb, M.2017 A Unique Byzantine Architectural Remains on the Eastern Bank of
Jordan River,American International Journal of Contemporary Research. Vol. 7, No.
4, December 2017 93.

Waheeb, M. #ahmoud,A .2018 The Discovery of Gharabaa Byzantine
Caravanserai, Near Site of Jesus Baptistardan River International Journal of
Archaeology 2018; 5(3): 1925, http://www.sciencepublishinggroup.com/j /ijadoi :
10.11648/).ij2.20170503.11 . ISSN: 233&/587 (Print); ISSN: 23307595 (Online).
Waheeb, M& Mahmoud, A .2018THE DISCOVERY OF AENON (SALEEM) NEAR SITE
OF JESUS BAPTISM. ISSN: 253207 Int. J. Adv. Res. 6(2), 13984111399 , Journal
Homepage:-www.journalijar.com

Waheeb, M.2019 : Science of Archaeology ,the beginning &Development in Training
Guide of Shared Heritage , PP28 ,Editor Rene Hattar, Royal Institute for Inter

Faith Studies, AlAn publishers and Distributers Ammaiordan .

Waheeb, M.2019 : Mountain of Transfiguration & New Discoveries in Site of Jesus
Baptism / Jordan RiverAmerican International Journal of Contemporary Research
Vol. 9, No. 2, June 2019 doi:10.30845/A1JCR.vol,9n,2{13.

Waheeb, M.&Abdulaziz Mahmoud.2019, :The Holyiangular Along the Christian
Pilgrims Road, East of Jordan.River ( Baptism Site, Aenon Near to Saleem, and
TyrueCave)Journal of Philosophy, Culture and Religiomvw.iiste.org ,ISSN 2422
8443 An International Peerreviewed JournalVol.34.

13


http://www.ijirk.com/
http://www.sciencepublishinggroup.com/j/ijadoi
http://www.iiste.org/

Besidesthat, there werea sries ofinternational Discoveries made in collaborationwith
the Conference committeeHashemite University,and Dept.of Antiquities of Jordan among
of them:

U The Discovery of Site Of Jesus Baptism ,Head®dProf dr Mohammed Waheeb

U The Discovery of Christian Pilgrims Road from Baptism Site to Mount Nebo ,Headed
By Prof Mohammed Waheeb

U The Discovery of Jesus Cave in Irag Al Amegdordan, Headed By Prof dr
Mohammed Waheeb

U Documentation of Byzantine ArchitecturesProjectin Southern Ghor of Jordan

U Byzantine Churches Built During The Islamic Ages(Excavations and
Documentation)in cooperation with Ministry of Culture .

&

Documentaton Project for saving the Hermit Caves in Jordan Valley

Southern Ghor, one of several benefits of the conference , Several cawvi

were documented and saved from direct threats of destruction caused b
human and natural factors.

- v
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The group also emerged from this conference, the path of civilized harmony, which
launched a significant number of multiple tourist routes all over Jordan, and the following
are the most important of those paths:

T

e ==

Waheeb, M. The Touristic Map of Baptism Route from AmmaBaptism Site, Jordan
Valley. http://www.ammancitygis.gov.jo/_Tourism .

Cave of Seven Sleepers Route, from Pagtlphia- Abu AlandaAl-Rageem,
http://www.ammancitygis.gov.jo/_Tourism

HejazJordan Railway Routehttp://www.ammancitygis.gov.jo/_Tourism

Quraish Caravan Rout@ttp://www.ammancitygis.gov.jo/_Tourism

Jesus Journey Routétip://www.ammancitygis.gov.jo/_Tourism

Saham Touristic Route, see The Discovery of Saham Civilizations, supported byzGlZ
Germanyfoundation, Irbid- Jordan 2018

Field visits More Than 30i8its were organized through 2028020 in our Program called
(Trail of HarmonyJordan) Participants are from Academicians, Holy men Students,
NGOs,and local communities

15
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The Sixth Harmony Conference 2021

Conference Program

The Sixth Harmony Conference ornized by the Hashemite University in cooperation with
the Christian Youth Club and a number of local community institution8lIGOsin Zarga. On
February 7, 2021; The conference came in response to the call of His Majesty King Abdullah
Il in the United Nations, to consider the first week of the beginning of February of each year
as a week of religious harmony, and to celebrate the centenary of the founding of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan under the title "Harmony in a Hundred Years", where the
works of the first day were held at5 pm Evening (local time) at the headquarters of the
Jordanian Christian Youth Club in Zarga; Miss Fat&@mairat, president of the club, opened
the conference with a welcoming speech in which she clarified the interest that the
conference is receiving at the local, regional and international levels alike due to the
scientific research and studies that result from the conference participants. €hdirector of
endowments (Awgaf) Zarga Dr. Ahmed Harahsheh said that Islam is an approach of
moderation, moderation, norrextremism, participation and tolerance with other religions.
Whereas,Bishop Father. Ibrahim Nairouz explained the importance of recalling religious
harmony by holding conferences and workshops between followers of differentetigions.
The scientific session in the conference included a number of topics presented by
academics from the Hashemite University and ABayt University, in addition to a number
of researchers and scholars from the local community and other institutions.

https://culture.gov.jo/node/66684

https://royanews.tv/video/27551
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https://culture.gov.jo/node/66684
https://royanews.tv/video/27551

First Day

x Prof Dr Hussein Qudrah ,Future Visi on of Harmony in
the region and Jordan .

x Dr Mohammed Waheeb, Harmony in Jordan Through
one Hundred Years (1921 -2021) .

X Dr Abdullaziz Mahmoud , Early Settlement and
Harmony Practices inZarga in the Past and Future

X Ms .Faten Smerat: Continuous Harmony in the Sixth
Conference of Harmony in Jordan

x DrRamzi Rousan : The Holy Trails in Wadi Zarga ¢
Jordan ,trails of Harmony .

x DrAbdul Rahim Idais: Harmony and Education in
Schools in Zarga City Review and Perspectives.

X DrHussei ASI: Jerusalem the Place of Harmony, And the
Role of Hashemite Family of Jordan Kingdom in the
Holy Places of the City.

X MrFaris Smerat : Zarga An ldeal Example of Harmony
in the World , Lessons learned and Future Vision

x DrMalek Bader : Goals of Religious Tourism and their
effect on Harmony of Religions

x Ms Niveen Rashad & Mr YanalFreihat: The Role of
Youth in Harmonv Activities in Jordan Future Vision.

17
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Jesus Baptism

Jesus Cave

Pilgrims Road




1- Jesus Baptism

-The Discovery of Site of JesBaptism¢By Prof Mohammed Waheeb

http://www.sciencepublishinggrespeom/journal/paperinfo?journalid=209&doi=10.116484MaR20190701.11

-Field Achievements through the Conference and Cooperation with
HashemiteUniversityand localNGO,s .

20
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Baptism site

/ Jordani i ite By UN’

This archaeological site, which is located nine kilometers north of the Dead Sea, includes two main archaeological areas, namely Tell al-Kharrar, = Jordan
known as “Mar Elias Hill" or “Prophet Elias", and the “John the Baptist™ churches near the Jordan River. This place in the middle of a wasteland IS Reference - 1448
considered according to Christian tradition the site where Jesus of Nazareth was baptized by John the Baptist. The place is characterized by
monuments dating back to Roman and Byzantine times, such as churches, small temples, monasteries, and caves that were used as shelters for
hermits, as well as water pools for baptism, which indicates the religious value of this place. This site is also a popular destination for Christian
pilgrims

Registration year : 2015
Standards : (iii} (vi)

Central District: 284.1550 Ha
Buffer area : 657.1780 Ha

T o S oA




A Recognition certificatesin Baptism site :

The Discovery represents a turning point to real harmonyGuided by Prof
Waheeb in Jordan and the Middle East countries
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ARCHBISHOP
OF CANTERBURY

18 January 2008

His Majesty King Abdullah II bin Al Hussein
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Yo Majusty,

Warm greetings to you from London.

Qur Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem, the Rt Revd Suheil Dawani, has informed me of your
generous offer io grant the Anglican church some land on which to bufld a church at the
site of the baptism of Jesus. d

In our Christian tradition this site is linked to a very important moment in the life of Jesus
of Nazareth, marking the beginning of his public ministry. The Baptism Site is, therefore,
a very holy site to which pilgrims have been drawn since the earliest times. The accounts
of these pilgrims show that, guided by the words "beyond the Jordan" in the Gospel of St
John {Ch3, v.26), the eastern bank of the River Jordan was venerated as the site of the
baptism. The extensive archasological work being done at the Baptism Site supports these
accounts. :

Axnglican pilgrims from around the world will certainly wish to join their prayers and
worship at the Baptism Site with those of other pilgrims, taking their place in the
continuous witness of Christians throughout the centuries to the importance of the site. ;I ;
am, therefore, most grateful for the propesed grant of land, on which our diccese would
expect to build a church to facilitate and enhance the pilgrims' experience. We are most
keen to encourage the faithful to visit the holy sites and experience for themselves the
warm welcorne that we have always received in Jordan and throughout the Holy Land.

Your Majesty, please be assured our continued prayers for you and the people of the

Hashemite Kingdom,
WA @U % £ gmzw;n;
_{_

CJW:

Lambeth Palace, London SET 7L
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EI'O KOPOJEBCKOMY BEJHYECTBY,
KOPOJIOO AOPIXAHHHA ABJIAJIJIE TI

Bame Benmugecrsol

Cepaeuno mnpHBeTcTByeM Bac, jxesnas Bamemy Koponesckomy Bemmwectsy
206pOro 3aA0pOBEA, 3 APYXKECTBEHHOMY HOPAAHCKOMY HAPONAY — MHPa M NPOLIBCTAHHA.

Ot Hamero npexcrasurens B CasTtoii 3emne apxmmannputa Ennces Mrx y3uanu
© Tox, uTo Bame Koposienckoe BeHISCTBO HMEeT GONOYTOMHOE HAMCEPEHFHE pa3sMsaTs
MEAAYHAPOAHOE NAIOMIIICCTBO K MccTy Kpemenns IN'ocnioaa wamero Hucyca Xpucra
Ha cepsmieHHON pexe MopradH. ME! BOCOPHISIIM 3Ty BECTH C PAROCTBEIO H TIYGOKMM
YAOBRICTBOPEHREM, MO0 JUIA KasK/O0ro XpHCTHAHMHA €BAHTEXBCKOoe cobnitue Kpeltenns
Iocnoass MMECT BaKHOC 3HAYECHHE KaK CBHACTENLCTBO Ero BoXecTBEHHOrO
MOCNAHNIHYCCTEA H Hada1o Ero o61uecTBeHHOTO cny»exns.

B Esanrenun or Hoasra rosopsarcs, uro Kpemenue IocnionHe nmponcxoanno «un
Budapape npu Hopname, rae xpecrin Hoamm» (Ha. I, 28). Tor e ceBanreamer
TIOBECTBYCT, “TO CHYCTA HEKOTOpoc BpeMs locnions, YKIOHSSACE MO BPSMEHH OT
IpeclieIOBAHHA HMYAees, (IOIUeN ONATH 32 Mopxan Ha ToO MecTo, rae mpekae KpecTHsi
Yoaun, m octayca Tam» (MH. 10, 40). XpucrHane INTy6OKO MHOMHTAIOT BCC sMecTa,
CBA3AHHEIC C 3IeMHOH >xHusHBI0O Hucyca Xpucra. ITo3TOMY OCBAMICHHBIC CTOMaMM
Tocnioaa Geper H Bonsl Hlopaana Tax 3¢ JOPOTH HaM, Kak udneexcknii Bepren st ['pos
Tocrionens B Mepycanume. .

Pycckas Ilpasocnasnan LlepkoBs roroBa TeCHO COTPYAHHYATS B OPraHM3AlHH
Taxoro ManoOMHHYECTBA C BiacTaMM Hopaaxckoro Xammmurckoro Koponescrea npu
CONENICTRHHE POCCHIICKOIO rOCYHAapcTBa H BO B3aHMOAECIICTBHH C NpaBoOCiIaBHEIM
Hepycammscxing [Marpuapxarom. ITonaraeMm, 9T0 pacIHPEHMIO NOTOKA HAIOMAWKOB HO
MHOTOM CTIOCOOCTBOBAIO GOH Hamu4Yue Ha Gepery CBAMICHHON PeKM noMemeHMii mns

Pa3MEUICHMS CTPAHAHKOB.

BripwsacM HAAcxKAy, YTO IUIOKOM HAILErD B3aMMONOJIEIHOIO COTPYAHHYECTHa
CTaHyT GAAroAapHEIE CEPALA MHOIMX TLICAT NANOMHHKOD, KoTopsic GyayT npuGuisath
CIOAR JUIX NOXIICHCHHR 3TOMY CEBATOMY MCCTY.

C rayGoKnM yBazxeHIea

Py
OATPHAPX MOCKOBCKHH H BCESL PVH




UnofTicial Translation from Russian

His Royal Majecsty »
King Abdullah II Bin Al-Husscin
King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Your Majesty,

We extend to You Our heartfelt greetings and wish Your Royal Majesty good health
and the friendly people of Jordan peace and prosperity.

We have learned from Our representative in the Holy Land Archimandrite Elisey that
Your Royal Majesty has a God-pleasing intention of developing international
pilgrimage to the site of Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy River of
Jordan. It was with a feeling of joy and profound satisfaction that We received the
news since for every Christian the evangelic event of Our Lord’s Baptism is of
particular importance, bearing testimony to His Divine mission and marking the
beginning of His public ministry.

The Gospel according to St.John tells us that Our Lord’s Baptism took place ‘in
Bethany beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing’ (John 1:28). The same Evangelist
says that afterwards Qur Lord, avoiding persecution by the Jews until the time came,
‘went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there
he abode’ (John 10, 40). Christians have a deep reverence for all the places connected
with the earthly life of Jesus Christ. This is why this bank and waters of the Jordan
River blessed by the footsteps of Qur Lord are as dear to us as the Grotto in
Bethlehem and the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.

The Russian Orthodox Church is ready for a close cooperation with the authorities of
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in organizing such pilgrimage with the assistance
from the Russian state and in collaboration with the Orthodox Patriarchate of
Jerusalem. We believe that the stream of pilgrims might be substantially increased if
we could have premises to accommodate these pilgrims right on the bank of the
Sacred River.

We hope that our mutually beneficial cooperation will have as its result high
appreciation of many thousands of pilgrims that will come to venerate this Holy Place.

With high esteem,

Alexy I1,
Patriarch of Moscow and all Russia
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Amman, 18,1.2003

His Roval Highness
Prince Ghaz Bin Mobammad
Chainman of the Board of Trustees of the Baptismal Site

Warm and sincere grectings.

We have the honour 1o extend to Your Royal Iighness our sincere appreciation and
distinet lovalty and invoke God Almighty 1o endow your poodself” the enjoyment of
ample good health and a happy long life under the protection of the Sovercign of the
State and Master of all Jordanians. We are overwhelmed with joy for your generous
granting of continuous and endless attention with the objective of shedding light upon
the Baptismal Site, the vinuous place in which Jesus Christ was baptized by John the
Baptist, and the Holy Site which embodies the magnanimous life, whose place is the
dwelling of the Spirit ctemally bestowed thus giving life to the believers in Jesus
Christ throughout the ages. This Site has become the meeting place of God and the
human being, in which interpenctrate the past with the present and the future,
transforming all periods of history into spiritual breaths of faith which become deep-
rooted in the hearts of the fithful throughout ages and egenerations.

The Christian tradition has always linked the baptism of Jesus Christ with the river
Jordan, as mentioned in the Holy Gospel and a large number of pilgnms have wntten
memorics of their pilgrimage 1o holy places, some of which have come to our
knowledge, We mention as an example the writings of Meliton, the Bishop of" Sardis;
in the second century after Christ, saying: . 7 went to the Last and saw the places
mentoned dn the Holy Bible; thus everyihing las become clear and meaningfid™. At
the end of the third century and the beginning of the fourth cemury, Euscbius of
Caesarea. the famous ecclesiastical  historian  mentioned in the  Onomasticon
dictionary, described the biblical sites and said that numerous faithful brethren who
desired the second binh were baptized in Jordan and submerged themselves in the
riverbed following the example of Jesus Christ who was baptized in the same place.
The pilgrim coming from the ity of Bordeaux m the year 333, - who did not mention
his name, like other pilgrims who mentioned theirs - said that the Baptismal Site of
the Lord in the river Jordan is cight miles beyond the Dead Sea. The pilgrim arriving
from Piacenza in the vear 570 added another information which is that the Baptismal
Site was opposite the convent of Saint Joln the Baptist in the East Bank of the river.



In the fifth cemury i the era of Pararch Elijah, the Patriareh of Jerusalem, Emperor
Anastasius ordered the construction of three churches. one in the West Bank of the
river, the second the baptismal church in the East bank of the river, It was constructed
on arches o avoid damages, which may be caused by the overflow of the river, The
third was constructed in honowr of Saint John the Baptist in the convent of Salsalh, on
the hill of Prophet Elijah near Al-Kharmar fountmn, and in commemoration

of Bent Anya across the Jordan which John the Evangelist has mentioned in the twenty
eighth verse of chapter one.

Until the fourteenth century, the pilgnms wsed to amive from Jerusalem and the
neighbouring towns and villages to the niver and cross it to the East bank in order to
pray and warship God in the baptism church of Jesus Chnist - known as the church of
the robe or gown, and in the church of John the Baptist, on the hill of Prophet Elijah,
near Safsata - Al-Kharrar fountain,

The antiquities which were recently discovered in the Jordaniom temitory date back o
the first Chrstian trmdition and give it historic value,

The tongues of the fanthfil will constamtly keep prmising with gratitude  and
thankfulness the sublimity of vour exalted vision by vour gracious allocation of a
picce of land to us in the Baptismal Site to construct a church and s annexes for the
glory and commemoration of the Baptism of Jesus Chnst o olfer the fragrance of
spiritual service to Christian pilgrims arniving from diftferent pans of the world to this
Haoly Site in which Jesus Christ was baptized. Your Highness is cerainly aware that
the majority of Christian pilgrims are alfiliated to the Catholic Church and 1o the
traditional established Protestant Churches. We are prepared to receive in the church,
the sons ol all Christian Churches who desire to eelebrate mass and rtual worshipping
in this Holy Site. We and our population are citizens who dedicate ourselves to serve
our homeland and are proud of our Hashemite leadership and boast of ouwr homeland
and our Christian and Islamic Holy Places. "This is our duty and obligation and a right
for our invaluable land. We invoke God to grant vour goodsell” good health and a long
life to bestow liberally upon your [highness his profuse blessings.

With all our esteem and our deep gratitude.

Signature Signature m

+Bishop Sclim Savcgh +Michel Sabbah _‘,_S_',:A{y [~
Auxiliary Bishop and Vicar General Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem i S “.1,_
For Jorgin

+




From this point we understand that the Jerusalem pawriarch, Mother of Churches,
assigned a bishop responsible for this area undoer the name of “Acrchbishop of the
River Jordan.”™ Owing o its imporance, and for the first timce in history. Pawiarch
Dorotheos 1 { AID 1376 was titled Pawriarch of Jerusalem, Syria. the Acab world, and
Transjordan. This title remains o this daw.

Jordan™s lilurgical and spiritual significance rendered our ancestors. the Patriarchs of
the Sacred Orthodox Apostolic Sce. 10 own whatl exceods as 1000 donums of Tand at
the Holy Baptism site.

S our Royal 1lighncess.,

Determining Jesus Christ™s baptism site is not an casy task today. bul we are taking
suidance from the verses of the Holy Book, as well as the history and holy tradition ot
o-ur Orthodox Church. Hence, we believe that Jesus Christ camce to John the Baptist 1o
become baptized: that place was at “Bethany Beyvond Jordan™ (John 19:1) We also
belicve that Saint Kerless the Jerusalemile™s complaint regarding the difficulty of
completing Christmas and baptism prayers (as both festivals were coelebrated togcether
in the past)— in the west of River Jordan. the birthplace of Christ. and in Bethlchem
and the Baptism site (The History of the Church in the Holy Lands — Dr. Fredrek
Hawer)— prowves the site™s place. This sitvation later prompicd Patriarch Evangelios 1o
scparate the holidays. Patriarch Dositheos 11 indicatwes in his book. The Hiistory of
Jerusalem™s Patrinrchs {1 7th century) that 1the ccolebration of the Lord’s existonoo
{baplism) wuscd to take place in the river on a small boat. Shihada and Nicola Khouri
wrote in their above-mentioned book that Ibrahim Pasha allowed the rebuilding ol
John the Baptist BMonastery that was on the west bank of the river and cancelled the
fee on Jordan™s pilgrims. Graduually and for historical and political rcasons. the
celebration mowved 1o the west side of the river.

our Royal Highness,

From what has alrecady been mentioned. we can identify that the baptism arca of the
Lord Jesus Christ., the place where John the Baplist baptived 1lim in Transjordan, is
on the east bank of the river Tlacing Jericho and about sewven miles from the
watecrcourse (Tow of the river in the Dead Sea. From this, we show that the Baptism
site ol our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ lies in the lands of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, exactly on the cast bank of the river.

Your Royal Highness,

We are enormously delighted and reassured over your assignment by our King as
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Baptism Sitc. We acknowledge and arc
Ffamiliar with your continucd discrction and care in pornraying the Holy Baplism sitc
in the uimost appropriate and correct spiritval path. as it is the spiritval starting poing
for all Christians in the world.

The church has devoted itscell, under Your Highness® dircctions, to build Saint John
the Baptist Church at the Baptism site during the reign of Jordan™s King Abdullah 11,
o> facilitate wisits from all believers from across the world in the Baptism site. and to
fulfill the hearns of belicvers as *the wilderness, carth, and Jand joy ... at that momeoent

the cyes of the blind and cars of the deaf open ... and becomes a path called: the 11oly
Path.™ (Elijah 35).

We pray before God Almighty to Keep you, Your Highness, a gencrous person to the
country. and bestow on you health and a life of comfort and determination o prosper
with wour pencrosity and work o maise and lourish our beloved Jordan under the
reign of our Hashemite King Abdullabh 11,

From Holy Jerusalem 2710072003
19592003 )

MMy Constant Prayers
Erinious I
Parriarch of the Flaly Citw




Greek Orthodox Patriarchate

Jorusalom

His Royal Highnoess Prince Ghaerld [3in Mohamumad
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Baptism Site

Woour Royal Highness,
The Baptism site holds great importance o the BEcocomoenical Church especially

Jerusalem™s Pawriarch o Ormbodox. Patriarchate Our liturgical understanding  derives:

s inspiration rom the River Jordan, and our church. which approved the baptism of”

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. is linked 1o Jordan™s riverbed spiritaally and

historically.

Since our Orthodox tradition was supported by monks and hermits across Jordan in
the carly centuries, we believe., as Chrysostomos  indicated  im = sty r
Jerusalem™s  Church, that Bishop of YWenis (Transjordam), Saced Al Walidi,
participatcd with Patriarch Evangclios in the founh ccumeoenical council in the ycar
Al 451, where he determined o promote Jerasafem™s Charch o an independent
Pamriarch. The monks of the River Jordan wogether with Saint Saba also played a
major role in strengthening and consolidating the Orthodox belicl” and  returning
Patriarch LElijah from his exile in the yvear AD 516 o assume his patrinrchal position.
MAs a show of gratitede and honor 1o Jordan®™s monks., Patriarch BElifjah requested 1that
Saint John the Baptist Monastery be built under the patronage of Emperor Justinian .
who in the past built Juxurious churches and monasterices including the Monastery of
Wirgin Mary in Karak. During the Crusades. the monks of Jordan refused o deal with
the crusaders and their principles and devored themselves 1o reproducing the Arabic
Church Books (Shihada and Nicola Khouri in The History of Jerusalem™s Church ).

With time. we recognized Christianity™s interest in this holy site. and the expansion
and prosperity of monastic activity at the banks of the Jordan. Saint Helena bailt a
church at the banks of the fordan in A>D 327, and Poter, bishop of the Aorab tribes. also
built a church on the cast bank of the river. known later as the Church of Aarches.
which was mentioned by pilgritn Egeria in her book Journals of _a Journcy (3™
century). The flourishing of monasticism and the building of chorches and
monasteries al the banks of the River Jordan are indications of the impornance and the
sanctity of the site. We must also remember the association between the Odd and New
Testaments, For this site witmessed the passage of Mosces™ coclesiastical law (Joshua
15:3), the crossing of Prophet Elijah (o the east bank and rising up 1o the hecavens, the
crossing of Prophet Elisha oo the west bank, and the washing of MNu man the leprous
(Kings IV, All these point toward the significance of Jesus Christ’™s baptisay and
transition ww the salvation and paradisc of the BNew Testamoent. The Holy Bible also
mentions that John the Baptist used o perforom baptism ar this site. Throughout
history. several saints and the pious lived and prayed in this place soch as Saint Mary

af Egypt. In the ninth century., Patriarch Thomas | rebuilt the monasteries around the
River Jordan al the recommendation of the Abbassid Caliph. Harun Al Rashid. These
monasteries included John the Baptist Monastery, the Church of Arches, Saint John
the Gold Mouth Monastery, Kiryvakos Monastery, and many morc.

LUindoubtedly. in the hecarm of the limargical concept of owur Ornhodox Church life,
Jorndan is an inspiration for writers of plorifications and rituals. The tradition of our
Church. which approved Jesus™ baptism from John the Baptist, derives from the
weaters of the River Jordan. Many people recitod the sasving: “Oh,. River Jordan sy
are you surprised when scecing Jesus naked? I answers saving: 1 looked and then
shivcerod. how could 1 not shiver and fecar ... for Jesus came to the River Jordan 1o

sanctify the water.™




-His Holiness Pope John Paul Il holds the first bathing ceremony after its
discovery in 200023 thousand citizens and visitors attended for the first time in
Jordan(Organizing Committee : Prof Waheeb)

32
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Participants in the Baptism discovery celebrations light candles at the site
marking the start of the annual celebration of the baptismal feast at the site

-All participants visited the sit€Baptism) where the celebration was organized
through direct supervision othe site director Prof Waheeb.

33



2-Christians Pilgrims Road: From Baptism site to Mount Nebo.

-The excavationslirected by Prof Mohammed Waheeb along the pilgrims route from Baptism
site up to Mount Neboof Moses .
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The Spanish Pilgrim Egeria followed the ancient Road from Jerusalem to Baptisi
to sixth milestone to Mount Nebo
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%83%D9%87%D9%81_(%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9)_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AD#cite_note-:1-3
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA_%D8%AB%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB_%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%83%D9%87%D9%81_(%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9)_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AD#cite_note-:1-3
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%83%D9%87%D9%81_(%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9)_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AD#cite_note-:0-1
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1
https://ar.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%83%D9%87%D9%81_(%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9)_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AD

Prof. MohammadWaheeb introduces the explanation to theonference guests
andyvisiting delegations to the site oChristCave in lrag ARmir 2019

B85

(SecondDay Field Activities)
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4- Trails of Harmony (Conference Activities)

Participants of Trail of Harmony during their visit ®yzantine churches &
Mausoleum of potash in southerdordan

Participants of Trail of Harmony during their visitlofa 20/  a 0 SNE 2 T a dz
In Iragal -Ameer west Amman with participation oPerlmanmembers &His
ExcellencyMinister Taha AlHabahbeh2018.
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5- Publicationsin Field Harmony :
+ Books :

W English Books :

V Waheeb,M 2003 The Discovery of Bethany Beyond the Jordan , Site of Jesus Baptism, Arabic
Line Printing Press , first edition , (134 pages )/ Amman Jordan , English.

V 2004 The Discovery of Site of St. Mary of Egypt in Site of Jesus B&pabim Line Printing
Press /first edition ,(110 pages) English.

V 2009: The Great Discovery, Site of Jesus BaptiskhatAlarabi PrintingPress ,first edition ,
(181pages) Ammagordan, English

V 2011 ( A)The Discovery of Bethany Beyond the Jordate,db Jesus Baptism. Support by
AmmanMunicipality, Al Dustour Press , ISBN : 9789880-05-1 , ( Second Edition ) / English|.

V' 2011 ( B)Bethany Beyond the Jordan (Booklet) Support by Jordan Tourism Board , Amman. /
English .

W ltalian Books

‘V 2016 :BethanyBeyound the Jordan, Site of Jesus BaptisnitSiiah Language

W Arabic Books

Waheeh M,

\VV 2014: The Discovery of Site of Jesus Baptisrviaghtas-Tell Mar Elyas, Ministry of Culture, A
Safeer Press , 1st Edition ,ISBN:9%9B7-(380 pages ) AmmanJordan / Arabic .

VV 2016:The Discovery of Site of Jesus Baptism, / Tel Mar Elias,first edition , Ministry of Culture , Al
Safeer Press , ISBN : 335 7-94-8594 5-9 ,AmmanJordan ( 381 pages ) Arabic .

V 2017:The Muslims &Christiakarmony in Shadow of Place Unity,Published by Ministry of
Culture , Amman Capital of Islamic Culture , first edition ,Amen#ordan ,(365pages) Arabic
Isbn:9789957943820.

V 2018: Umm ARassas, The Prophet &Saint ,DaOAdbah for Studies &Media
Consulancy,AmmanJordan , first edition (240 coloured pages) Arabic ,(Author with another
one).

V 2019 : Trail of Baptisifpbarbal Mamodyeh Pheladelphidrag AmeefBaptism Site, Dar Yafa
publishers and Distributers ,first edition ,(218 pages+maps ) Angdamian ISBN-978-9957
877-27-9 /Arabic .

\V/ 2021 : The Discovery of Site of Jesus Baptism , Bheiteological Study , 343 pages, Dar Al
Abrar Publishers &Distributers, Amma®dordan (Senior Aothur with another one ).
V 2021: The Discovery of Cave of J&shsst in Iraq ARmeerc Jordan (Archaeological& Cultura
HeritageStudy) (Forthcoming)
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+Articles :

The Discovery of Byzantine Laura of
Mary the Egyptian in Site of Jesus
Baptism

Annals of Archaeology Volume 2, Isst

1, 2019, PP-2 ISSN:2639662

https://www.sryahwapublicati

Site of Jesus Baptism: From Discovery
World List Heritage

International Journal of
Archaeology.2019

http://www.sciencepublishinggr
oup.comlj/ija.

The Holy Triangular Along the Christial
Pilgrims Road, East of Jordaiver
(Baptism Site, Aenon Near to Saleem, &
Tyrue Cave)

Journal of Philosophy, Culture ang

Religion . V.3

https://iiste.org/Journals/index.
php/JPCR/article/view/40036

Mountain of Transfiguration & New
Discoveries in Site of Jesus Baptism
Jordan River

American International Jourhaf

Contemporary Research

http://www.aijcrnet.com/journa

Is/Vol 9 No 2 June 2019/3.p
f

THE DISCOVERY OF AENON
(SALEEM)NEAR SITE OF JESUS BAF

International Journal of Advanced

Research

https://www.iodrnaliiar.com/up
loads/988 IJAR1762.pdf

The Discovery of Gharabaa Byzanting
Caravanserai, Near Site of Jesus Bapti
Jordan River

International Journal of Archaeolog

http://www.sciencepublishinggr

oup.com/journal/paperinfo?jour

nalid=209&doi=10.11648]/|.ija.4
017053.11

A Unique Byzantine Architectural
Remains on the Eastern Bank of Jordé

American International Journal of

Contemporary Research

http://www.aijcrnet.com/journa
Is/Vol 7 No 4 December 201

River [11.pdf
Discovery of Jesus Cave in Irag Al Ami INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL O] http://www.ijirk.com/issue-
Southern Levarjordan INNOVATIVE RESEARCH ANL details/184

KNOWLEDGE

Anciert Water System in Tel Mar Elyag
during the Byzantine Period: A Study

Journal of the Human Ecology

http://www.krepublishers.com/
02-Journals/JHE/JHES-0-000-
15-Web/JHE49-3-000-15-Abst
PDF/JHE9-3-327-15-2449
WaheebM/JHE49-3-327-15
2449 WaheebM-Tx[18].pdf

Unique Byzantine Complex near the
Jordan River in Southern Levant

BYZATINOSLAVICA REVUE
INTERNATIONALE DES ETUDI
BYZANTINES.2014

http://www.slu.cas.cz/4
byzant 20141-2.pdf
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+Media :

Achieved Projects in Field of Harmony

A
A
A
A

A

1-Ghor Safi Project for Documentation &@aves of Hermits
2-Saham Civilization project ,Partly supported by Gl@rdan
3-Churches Built During Islamic Age in Jordan , Supported by
Ministry of Culture

Documentation of the Oldest Known Christian Minareind
Islamic Minaret inMadaba.

5-Carnavabf Cave ofSeven Sleepers iAmman(In Collaboration
with  Amman Municipality), First Car naval and Workshop
organizedby Conference and Hashemite University .

Narrative of Sleepers mentioned in Holy Koran an Christian
Sources

Books Translation ifHield of Harmony :

1- The Discovery of Site of Jesus BaptiSite EnglishLanguage)
2-The Discovery of Site of Jesus BaptiSite (Italian Language)
3-The Discovery of Site of Jesus BaptiSite (French Language in
Progress)

4- Site of Jesus Baptism, Translatidrom German Language to
Arabic(in Progress)
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SPORTS CLASSIFIEDS MARKETPLACE

Holier Than Thou?

By Lee
HockstadeM/ashington Post Foreign Service

Monday, October 18, 1999; Page A13

WADI KHARRAR, Jorda® Three years ago, Mohammad Waheeb gazed «
at the chalky desert by the Jordan River here and spotted the footsteps of
where others saw only the old front line in the conflict between Arabs i
Jews.

Using the gospels as his guidebook, Waheeb, a tofadian archaeologist,
began digging in what until 1994 had been a no man's land laced with
mines, patrolled by soldiers, swarming with flies and broiling in-dégree
summer heat. What he has found in this desert moonscape, he claims,
likely site of Jesus's baptism.

This area's ruins of early Christian monasteries, churches, prayer halls, |
that may have been used for baptism-andst improbablea network of stil
active springs flowing into the Jordan River are, Waheeb says, "Betfr
beyond the Jordan*the spot pinpointed by the Gospel According to John f
Jesus's baptism.

"This is a holy place," saild Waheeb, 37, whose warm, crekgd smile
conceals a lovkey scholarly intensity.

But as he oversees an excavation team of 20 arclygsisl@and 100 workers
here, Waheeb is stirring up a new, albeit-tethal, conflict between Arabs and
Jews. For Jordan's nedbor neighbor, Israel, has a competing claim as
where the baptism took plaeen its side of the Jordan River.

As historical attles go, this one is classic Holy Land stuff: Jews and Musli

spatting over the location of a sacred Christian site. And with a mas:
Christian tourists expected here for the millennium, this is not some mi
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academic debate. Serious cash is onittee |

More than 3 million visitors, including Pope John Paul Il, are expected in
Holy Land next year. At least a third of them are likely to be on the pilgrimé
trail, retracing Jesus's path from his birthplace in Bethlehem to his haun
Nazareth, drusalem and Galilee.

All those sites are in Israel or on the west bank of the Jordan, and they
translate into millions of dollars in tourism revenues for the Jewish state. Y
Waheeb can make a convincing case that Jesus was baptized just ow
border on the east bank of the river, Jordan may be able to attract at least
of the tourists.

"When we say we're opening the site, we mean we're giving the world a ch
to look at the birthplace of Christianity, to complement the birthplace o6Ch
himself," said AgelBiltaji, Jordan's minister for tourism and antiquities.

Biltaji's department, which has already invested $1 million in the site,
funneling another $6 millioAmuch of it in U.S. assistance develop it in the
coming year.

Although the land mines have been removed, WadiKharrar is an unlikely p
for a tourist mecca. In addition to the heat and flies, fine sand billows in the
and only the most pathetic of roads serve the area. This is one of the Ic
points on Earth; the simmering flatness of the Dead Sea is just to the south.

Still, the Jordanian attitude is: If we excavate it, they will cerhaot for the
millennium, then soon thereafter. Jordan is building a visitors center
conference hall, a John the Baptist Resleaenter, a library, an archaeolog
lab and, of course, baptismal pools for pilgrims. As might be expected,
merchandising has already started in earnest, with hats asbirt$
proclaiming, "JORDAN: The River and the Land of the Bapti2®00 A.D."

"That area has a Geagiven-well, some sort of power,” said Biltaji. "Those
who don't accept it have to propose an alternative.”

Enter the Israelis. Although they are not willing to dispute Wahee
excavations and their potential historical significanceyttegard Jordan as &
Johnnycomelately to the baptism game. When Israeli tourism officials ta
about the Jordanian site, they seem barely able to suppress a smirk.

“There's nothing developed there, but they're trying to promote somethi
said OrlyDora, spokeswoman for Israel's Tourism Ministry. "We were a litt
bit worried before we visited it last month, but after we saw it we decic
there's no problem."
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As the millennium approaches, disputes are swirling around a host of bib
sites.

In Nazareh, the city of Jesus's boyhood, Christian and Muslim Palestinians
engaged in a heated argument over the Muslims' insistence that a tow
mosque be erected beside the city's Church of the Annunciation.

In Jerusalem's Church of the Holy Sepulchralitienal site of Christ's tomb
and a place revered by some as the holiest in Christendom, Israel's pro
that an additional entrance be opened for safety purposes has set off a fire
of controversy.

Elsewhere, there are arguments about where phgdesus turned water into
wine, the exact location of Mount Sinai and one businessman's propos
build a submerged platform in the Sea of Galilee so that tourists can wal
water like Christ.

Scholars say the answers to many questions, includingewbesus was
baptized, are impossible to know for sure. Archaeology in the Holy Lanc
obscured by centuries of earthquakes, conquests and competing myth:
traditions. Yet no recent site or controversy has excited more atteatidn
attracted more invement-than that of Jesus's baptism.

One reason is that Waheeb may make a persuasive case for his site in Jor:

Waheeb, a devout Muslim, has been reading the Bible for two or three h
daily since he began excavating the site at WadiKharrar in |&8& 2@ the dig
site he carries around a wélumbed and yellowing English language copy; .
home he keeps one in Arabic. So conversant has he become with Scriptur
his assistants have taken to calling him "Father Muhammad."

He is convinced that Jesuss far more likely to have been baptized in fres
spring water than in the Jordan, which these days is a murkgreea stream.
Some biblical historians agree that the river may not have been consic
sufficiently pure at that time.

Biblical scholars including some in Israel, are not dismissing Waheel
arguments out of hand.

"Unfortunately for Israeli tourism, the Book of John specifically says that Je
was baptized east of the Jordan," said Yadin Roman, editor in chief of E
magazine, Israelanswer to National Geographic. “They have a very plausil
claim that during the Byzantine era that site was accepted as the site v
Jesus was baptized."

That's not the universal view in Israel, and no wonder. The Israelis control {
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own sites assaated with Jesus's baptism, and they are not about to dec
them defunct.

One site is Kasar el Yehud, located on the western shore of the Jordan
Jericho, just across from Waheeb's excavations. Before the late 1960s, te
thousands of Orthodox Ohktians flocked to Kasar el Yehud every year
believing it to be the location of Jesus's baptisma tradition dating back well
over 1,000 years. The riverbank near there is dotted with the remains of |
than a dozen churches and monasteries, sonteeof from the Byzantine era
(the 4th to the 15th centuries).

Soon after Israel conquered the West Bank in 1967, however, Kasar el Y
became the scene of crdssrder clashes and terror attacks, and the Israc
declared it a closed military area. Sinbert it has been open to pilgrims jus
twice a year.

But the lack of access to the Jordan River could not dissuade Christian tol
in buses from trying to get close to the river, so in 1980 Israeli authori
devised a novel solution: Open the Jordampitgrims and tourists at Kibbutz
Kinneret, where the river meets the Sea of Galilee.

So what if the kibbutz is 70 miles north of Kasar el Yehud? To me
Christians, the Jordan is the Jordan, they say.

"Since | was a little girl, 6 or 7 years old, I've weeh to do this," said Willie
May GillmoreVaultz, 77, a Baptist from Long Island. Her jeans rolled up a
her sneakers left behind on dry land, she waded out of the water at the kit
the other day after filling an empty soft drink bottle with the Jdedaoly
water.

These days some 500,000 tourists such as Gilkiviatdtz descend on the
kibbutz annually, and the kibbutz is gearing up to receive a million visitors r
year. A new restaurant and gift shop have been opened for the pilgrims. Fc
kibbutz, the Jordanian excavations are a direct economic challenge.

"I know they are doing it to make money off the millennium," sa
YonathanBobrov, tourism manager for the kibbutz. "I know it will hurt us tc
degree."

© Copyright 1999 The Washington Postrijany
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Eastern Press:

Hundreds of articles were published in the Arab World about the harmony activities through the
conference andhe role of the Baptism Site in encouraging theolvement of peoplen its
Programs and annually activities.

-Signing d the book Discovery of the Baptismal Site of Christ by
Professor Waheeb

https://mww.ammonnews.net/article/329586
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aboung

-Book signing (Discoveryof the Baptismal Site of Chris) under the
auspicesof the Italian ambassadorMadaba, JohnBaptist Church i
Jordan

-GlZGermanyin Jordan Support the Trail of Harmony and Awarded the Trail
Harmony Teant SahamProject2019
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