Celebrating 2021 World Interfaith Harmony Week

‘A Heaven in a Wild Flower
Interreligious Dialogue on Nature’

Museum of World Religions, Taiwan

Our Mission: Love Earth & Love Peace

2021 is the third year for Museum of World Religions (MWR) to participate
the World Interfaith Harmony Week. Twenty years ago, the museum was
established since its founder Dharma Master Hsin Tao saw the world as a
global family in which differences in religious beliefs ought not to lead division
and disagreement.

As a platform promoting respect, tolerance and love, MWR invited
representatives of several religions in Taiwan to introduce their own faith,
using the World Religions Exhibition Hall as the background.

The topic this year ‘A Heaven in a Wild Flower: Interreligious Dialogue on
Nature’ highlighted the serious situations on both the global environmental
crisis and Covid-19. Everyone shared the teachings and spiritual treatments in
each tradition.



Golden Lobby, Museum of World Religions, Taiwan

The CEO of Museum of World Religions, Ven. Dr. Liao-yi emphasized the
value of interfaith harmony and the power of collaboration. Ven. Dr. Liao-yi
said, ‘What we can do for all people and the environment is to use the power
of interfaith understanding and the power of collaboration to love our planet —
the Earth. The awakenings across faiths make us deeply connected to all lives
and sentient beings and bring heavenly joy.’

Ven. Dr. Liao-yi (Museum of World Religions, CEO)




The representative of Daoism, Prof. Dr. Fong-Mao Lee talked about how
Daoism help the pandemic and natural disasters.

Prof. Dr. Fong-Mao Lee (first from the left) (Daoism) and all participants
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Krishna Baladeva, one of the members of International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, stated that Lord Krishna helped human species to understand
the purpose of life rather than to involve in atrocious activities.

Krishna Baladeva (Left one) (International Society for Krishna Consciousness)




Rev. Dr. Raphel Ling told the story of Jesus Christ and said, ‘When we are
loved by the infinitive God, we should leave the narrow thinking behind so

that we can live in harmony together.’

Rev. Dr. Raphel Ling (Chatholic, Chaplain of Fu Jen Catholic University)
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Rabbi Leon Fenster introduce Judaism by singing the traditional prayers from
Torah.

Rabbi Leon Fenster (Judaism, Taiwan Jewish Community)




Taipei Grand Mosque Imam Dr. Ibrahim Chao explained the duty of human
beings assigned by God in Quran. He said that people had to live in peace with
the creator and manage the world in a right way.

Imam Dr. Ibrahim Chao (Islam, Taipei Grand Mosque)




As for Sikhism, Dr. Ravinder Singh quoting” The Guru Granth Sahib” Page 8;
“Air is our teacher, water our father and the great sacred earth is our mother”.
It says that the purpose of human life is to achieve a blissful state in harmony
with everything around them including other people, animals and nature.

Dr. Ravinder Singh (Sikhism)

Mr. Kiyoshi Shimada representing Shinto, specially making a film from Japan
to sharing Shintoism; why they worship the wonderful state of nature. When
people see and feel extraordinary and wonderful things, the power beyond
humans, then respect and worship the natural.

Mr. Kiyoshi Shimada (Shinto) and his presentation
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The joint president of International Buddhist Federation, Prof. Dr. Christie
Yu-ling Chang shared the idea emptiness in Heart Sutra to show that we are
all interdependent in the same world and everyone in Taiwan should keep the
whole world in mind and pray for happiness for all.

Prof. Dr. Christie Yu-ling Chang (Buddhism, The joint president of International
Buddhist Federation)




Hinduism representative Dr. Samir Mehndiratta quoting 6th century Kaniyan
Poongunranar’s poem to sharing the idea of Hinduism culture seeing the
harmony: “Where there is righteousness in the heart, there is beauty in the
character. When there is beauty in the character, there is harmony in the
home. When there is harmony in the home, there is order in the nation. When
there is order in the nation, there is peace in the world.”

Dr. Samir Mehndiratta (Right one) (Hinduism)
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After the sharing, all representatives had lunch together and made the

connection of everyone stronger.

The event is not open to public because of the Covid-19 situation. All sharing
from these religions are recorded and has premiered on Feb. 10t on various
social media, including YouTube and Facebook.

Although we may be nourished by different faith traditions, the essence — love
is the same. People can pass through all the difficulties together by support
each other no matter who you are or what you believe.
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