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A C W A Y B a c k g r o u n d

A C o m m o n Wo rd A m o n g the Yo ut h ( ACWAY) is a m o v e m e n t of y o u n g
a n d diverse p e a c e a m b a s s a d o rs f r o m a ro u n d th e world w h o believe
that d ia lo g u e a n d interfaith a n d intercultural act ion have t he capac i ty
to bui ld strong, resil ient a n d peaceful communit ie s .
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A C W A Y  in N u m b e r s

85

190+

21K

100+Number of

Active Countries

Through its expansion, 

ACWAYcurrently 

operates in 85 countries

Numberof  

Activities Delivered

Owing to the increase in 

ACWAY fellows, over 

190 activities havebeen

delivered

Numberof

Fellows Worldwide

ACWAY has over 100  

fellows who actively  

work in the field of  

interfaith and  

intercultural dialogue

Number of  

Beneficiaries  

Impacted

ACWAY has estimated  

that over 21’000  

individuals have been  

impacted
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A C W A Y  & W I H W 2 0 2 0
● Every year, for the pa st four years A C WAY Fel lows celebrate

U N W I H W by init iat ing a n d c o n d u c t i n g voluntary interfaith
activities in their comm unit i e s : 1 1 ac t iv i t i es i n 20 1 6, 1 5 i n20 17,
13 in 2018 and 12 in 2019.

● Thes e activities are initiated across various countries a n d within
s p e c i fi c communit ie s .

● T he conte nt matter of activities is diverse a n d is left u p to Fel lows
to decide. However, t he activity n e e d s to b r i n g diverse rel igious
c o m m u n i t i e s together.

● Eve n t h o u g h m a n y activ it ies are i m p l e m e n t e d d u r i n g t h e World
Interfaith H a r m o ny We e k (1-7 February) , w e have fo und that
Fel lows co nt i n u e i m p l e m e n t i n g activities t h ro u g h o u t Fe br uary in
w h at we n o w call the E xte n d e d E n g a g e m e n t Period.
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G r a p h i c  P r e s e n ta t i o n  of Act iv i t ies
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S u m m a r y of A C W A Y - U N W I H W Activ i t i es 2 0 2 0
L ist  of Activit ies
[Date of Activity - Fe l low N a m e (Location) N a m e of Activity]

1 . F e b 2 - Irene Le e (Taiwan) Interfaith H a c k - a - T ho n

2 . F e b 2 - Sara R a h i m & Izzy B e n E b r a h i m ( U S A & S o uth Africa) Webinar: E n g a g i n g Institut ions

3 . F e b 5 - C le m e nt Ngue to (Cameroon) Interreligious Dia logue: L iste n in g to Learn

4 . F e b 5 - Elias Gonza les (Mexico) Spiritual Retreat

5 . F e b 7 - Nis ha ntha K u m a r a (Sri La nka ) W o m e n E n g a g e m e n t in P ro mo t in g Soc ia l H a r m o ny   
thro ug h  Interreligious D i a l o g ue s

A C WAY  / U N - W I H W  E x te n d e d  E n g a g e m e n t Per iod

6 . F e b 19 - Kjersten A d a m s (USA) Better Together Days: Storyte l l ing a n d Ser vice

7 . F e b 21 - Maria D a ka (Zambia) P ro mo t in g Interfaith D ia lo gue a n d Soc ia l H a r m o ny thro ug h   
Sport

8 . F e b  22 - Tsiry Randrianave lo  (Madagaskar)  Green Peaceful We e ke n d

9 . F e b  29 - S i bu  S z y m a n o ws ka  (Germany)  Intercultural S ha r i ng
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S u m m a r y of A C W A Y - U N W I H W Activ i t i es 2 0 2 0
Re g i o n s Im p a c t e d

● T hro ug h A C WAY activities d u r i n g U N- W I H W, A C WAY Fel lows have m a n a g e d to e n g a g e   
within 13 countr ies .

● T he countr ies are as follows: the USA, Mexico, Argentina, Cameroon, Germany, Taiwan,  
Z a m bi a , C z e c h Republ ic , Madagascar, the UK, Sri Lanka, Indones ia & S o uth Africa.

Su b j e c t  Matter C o ve re d

● O w i n g to the a g e n c y of Fellows, the subject matter of activities vary, however,  
interfaith/interreligious/intercultural e n g a g e m e n t is the c o m m o n thread.

● T he  t h e m e s  of initiated activities are as  follows: Spirituality, Environme nta l is m , Information  
Technology, Top- & Grass -Roots E n g a g e m e nt s , Skil ls Developme nt , W o m e n E m po we r m e nt ,   
Soc ia l  Act ion / Service, Storytell ing, Sport  a n d  Cultura l Shar ing.

S i g n ifi cance s

● A C WAY e nc o ura ge s Fel lows to us e their a g e n c y to address issues they are comfortable with  
but  also invites diverse religious a n d  cultural c o m m uni t i e s  to collaborate a n d  actively  
contr ibute  to bu i l d i ng  c o m m uni ty.  T he  religions i m pa c te d  a n d  subject  matter  covered is  
test imony to this diversity A C WAY prides itself o n a n d supports.
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A C W A Y  Fel l ow  Talks:  E n g a g i n g inst i tut ions

Fe b r u a r y 2, 2020 ( U SA & S o u t h Africa)

● A C WAY  fellows l a unc he d  a   
Webina r  Series titled: A C WAY   
Fe l low Talks”

● T he series wa s initiated a n d led by  
A C WAY  fellows Sara  R a h i m  (USA)   
a n d  Uzair B e n  E b r a h i m  (South  
Africa)

● T he  first talk wa s  titled: E n g a g i n g   
Institutions:  Le ve ra g i ng  Pr inc iples   
a n d  Pract ices  with que st  speakers   
f ro m the Par l iam e nt of the World’s  
Re l ig ions  a n d  Unite d Rel ig ions   
Initiative.

● Part ic ipat i ng countr ies  included:   
USA,  Argentina ,  Cameroon, Mexico,  
Z a mbia ,  C z e c h  Republ ic ,  UK,   
Indones ia  & S o uth Africa.
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Interrel ig ious  D i a l ogue:  L i s t e n i n g  to L e a r n

● In  the  context  of C a me ro o n National   

Youth Week,  A C WAY Fellow, C l e m e nt   

Ngueto, organize d a dia log ue session.

● T he  dia log ue sess ion introduce d  

various g ro ups to the i m po r ta nc e of  

interfaith dia logue/work in local  

c o m m uni t i e s  in Africa.

● T he event hosted part ic ipants f ro m   

diverse cultures  a n d  faiths in  

Santchou, Cameroo n.

● Part ic ipa nts h a d tra in ing in actively

l i stening to e a c h other ’s stories a n d

shared values of love a n d peace.

● Read more about the event here.

Fe b r u a r y  5, 2020 ( C a m e ro on )
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https://uri.org/uri-story/20200130-global-compassion-brings-together-internally-displaced-people-and-local


Interrel ig ious  D i a l o g u e  & W o m e n :  P r o m o t i n g H a r m o n y

Fe b r u a r y  7, 2020 (Sri L a n ka )

● T h e eve nt wa s del ivered by
A C WAY Mem be r, N i s ha ntha
Ku m a ra .

● T h e  event b ro u g h t  together  17  
w o m e n f ro m B uddhi s t a n d Is lamic   
communi t i es .

● T h e  a i m  wa s  to host  a  dia log ue  
sess ion a bo ut the role of w o m e n in  
p ro m o t i n g  social cohes ion in their  
communi t i es .

● T h e  majority of part ic ipants   
a ffi r m e d  that  this  wa s  their first  
t im e  to e n g a g e  with other faith  
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  expressed the   
wi l l ingness to partic ipate in future  
related events.
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Better  T o g e t h e r  Days :  Stor yte l l ing & S e r v i c e

● T he activity "Better Together  Days"  
wa s  organize d by our  fellow  
K jersten A d a m s

● T he event wa s held in Utah, United  
States.

● T he gathe r i n g c o m pr i s e d of diverse  
storytell ing, s pe a k ing  a bo ut  the  
idea  of service a n d  s ha r i ng  a  l ight   
intercultura l dinner.

● T he  gathe r in g  focused o n  the  
learning a bo ut the values we share   
across religions.

Fe b r u a r y  19, 2020 (USA)
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Interfaith Retr eat

Fe b r u a r y  21-23, 2020 (Mexico)

● In Guadalajara , A C WAY Fellow, Elias   
Gonzá lez  organize d  a n  interfaith  
retreat in Chante p ec ,  Jalisco,  
México.

● T h e event wa s atte nde d by 19  
part ic ipants  f ro m  7 different  
religions.

● Part ic ipants  took part  in several  
inter activities: part ic ipat i ng in  
Shabbat;  s ha r i ng  cantic les for all  
the traditions, a n d ta lk ing a bo ut   
persona l  exper iences  as  a   
practitioners in e a c h tradition.
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P r o m o t i n g Interfaith D i a l o g u e a n d Soc ia l H a r m o n y t h r o u g h S p o r t

● T he event wa s organize d by A C W A Y   
Fe l low Maria D a k a

● It address e d the current ritual killing,  
h u m a n g a s s i n g a n d m o b justice that   
Z a m b i a  is fac ing in a lmost every  
province.  More tha n  2 0 0  people:   
religious leaders, school  pupi ls   
teachers  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s   
took part.

● T he  project resulted in people   
b e c o m i n g  well informed a n d   
e n l i g hte ne d  a bo ut  the  issue,  
r e m i nde d  us  o n  the  i m po r ta nc e  of  
love a n d pe a c e a n d wha t religion says  
a bo ut  love, contr ibute d towards   
br e a k i ng  stereotypes, where  people   
b e c a m e  o pe n  m i n d e d  despite  their  
differences.

● Please watch this  video for more info.

Fe b r u a r y  21, 2020 ( Z a m b i a )
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https://youtu.be/f_L473Uo8Ic


G r e e n  P e a c e f u l W e e k e n d

● Orga n ize d by A C WAY Fel low Tsiry  
Randrianavelo

● T he  Green Peaceful  We e ke n d   
gathe re d 180 people f ro m the a g e s   
of 3 to 70.

● T he event focused o n a n activity  
ca l led "seed of pe a c e planting".

● A s  a  c o ns e que nc e  of the   
encounter, 2500 seeds  were   
plante d a n d the part ic ipants were  
trained in m e di c i na l  trees  
identificat ion.

● T he  g ro up  also e n g a g e d  in  
activities re ga rd i ng  awareness of  
pe a c e concepts .

Fe b r u a r y  22, 2020 (Madagascar)
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Intercultural  shar ing

Fe b r u a r y  29, 2020 (Germany)

● This  event wa s  organize d by  
A C WAY Fel low S i bu  S zy m a n o ws ka .

● It addres se d  the  lack of interest  
a n d  m i s c o nc e pt i o ns towards  other  
faiths that people genera l ly have in  
Germany.

● T h e  event provided a  safe s pa c e   
where people could o p e n u p a bo ut   
their religious ba c kg r o u n d  a n d   
share  exper iences  a n d knowle dg e.

● A b o u t  half  of the  part ic ipants   
b e l o n g  to the  te m pl e  where  the   
event wa s held. T he other half wa s   
c o m p r i s e d  of Muslims , Christians,  
A g n o st i c s  a n d Atheists.
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W h e r e  To F i n d U s

For m o r e information, feel f ree to fi n d u s a n d co nta c t   
u s o n t h e fo l lowing accounts:

acway.org

info@acway.org

Address to Liliia K ha s a no va & Azizah Mutik

facebook.com/ACWAYProject
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