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The World Interfaith Harmony event ‘Tackling Hate Together’ was supported by
representatives from diverse faith communities, Remembering Srebrenica and Police
Scotland. This open public interfaith event explored how we as a society could ‘tackle hate
together’ and begin to stem the tide of growing division and hatred.

Over 65 people attended the event, held in Garnethill Synagogue, the oldest Synagogue in
Glasgow. Those present came from diverse religious and non-religious traditions including,
Jewish, Muslim, Christian, Buddhist, Sikh, Hindu, Baha’i, Unitarian and Humanist.

The evening opened with two short guest presentations from a Jewish Holocaust survivor
and a Muslim survivor of the Bosnian Genocide. The focus of their presentations was on
how the extreme hatred had evolved that led to mass murder and what they as individuals
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had done, over many years, to transform the hatred they initially felt into constructive
energy to work for peace education and human rights.

Immediately after the presentations the audience engaged with the speakers in an open
guestion and answer session which included hard-hitting questions such as ‘what happens
to children that are born as a result of sexual violence?’ and ‘how can faith communities
work together to help build peace and promote the spiritual values at the heart of their
traditions?’

Immediately after the Q & A those present paired with someone from a religious tradition
other than their own and explored the following questions;

1. What could | do when | hear hateful words?
2. What could | do when | see hateful actions?
3. What could | do when | witness a hate incident or crime?

The participants were invited to write their answers on cards which were gathered at the
end of the evening. Interfaith Scotland is using these answers to prepare a ‘Tackling Hate
Together’ guide. This guide will be a complement to the ‘transforming hate speech guide’
that Interfaith Scotland published in partnership with diverse youth organisations (see
https://interfaithscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Transforming-Hate-in-Youth-
Settings-Practical-Manual.pdf)

The evening ended with a short summary from Chief Inspector, Colleen Wylie (Safer
Communities, Equality and Diversity Unit). The Chief Inspector highlighted how Police
Scotland is working with communities to end hatred and violence and she emphasised the
critical importance of the support of the faith communities of Scotland to the work of Police
Scotland. She highlighted the unique contribution each faith community with their distinct
teachings could bring to tackling hate. The power of working together was also emphasised
and World Interfaith Harmony Week was highlighted as a powerful global initiative.
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Feedback excerpts:

e Joved the dialogue

e learned so much

e given me confidence to tackle hate

e felt arise in my courage levels

e 5o much gained in one short evening

e profound thanks to organisers

e more please

e World Interfaith Harmony Week such a great opportunity to highlight what we can
do together

e Joved young and old and diverse faiths being together

e |tis so important to tackle hate together and each of our faith communities has
something unique to add to the conversation

e So much power when we work together

Advertising and Social Media Coverage (Over 6,000 engagements)

Tackling Hate together: Eventbrite link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tackling-hate-
together-tickets-89576434527#
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