INTERFAITH FLAG HOISTING
JANUARY 26, 2019
VADODARA (GUJARAT) INDIA

V%@ World Interfaith
INVITATION

Dr. Jayesh Shah - Ambassador FLAG HOISTING EVENT
Parliament of the World's Religions and on the 70th Republic Day of India
Miskin Education Trust January 26, 2019
Vadodara (Gujarat) India 9.00 am to 11.30 am

HONORABLE SPEAKERS

¢ Mufti Harun Nadvi (Islam Mufti) © Shri Dwarkeshlalji Maharajshri (Hindu Saint)

 Dr. Jayesh Shah (Parliament Ambassador) e Mahant Shri Jagatpavandasji Shastri (Hindu Saint)
¢ Kamaluddin Rifai (Sufi Saint) © Shri Prakashbhai Sheth (Jain Religion)

¢ Shri Gurudayal Singhji (Sikh Religion) ¢ Father Joel Pais (Catholic Christian Priest)

¢ Shri Nikitin Contractor (Zoroastrian Religion) ® Shri Kunal Sharma (Youth Parliament)

| Invited by: |

‘ Miskin Education Trust Venue ‘
Salimbhai Vora - President Madrasa-e-Ahmade-Mustufa
Salimbhai Shaikh - Vice President Near Sulemani Bank,_—— =&
Maulana Amin Saheb Fatepura’Mam Road, - §

\> Igbalbhai Foreman - Aslambhai Mafat

As a part of World Ierrah;‘:Harmovny Week Celebration, 1, Dr. Jayesh Shah,
Ambassador — Parliament of the World’s Religions had organized an INTERFAITH
FLAG HOISTING EVENT on occasion of 70th Republic Day celebration at VVadodara

(Gujarat) India in presence of different faith leaders in communally most sensitive spot

of Vadodara City (Gujarat) India, in collaboration with Miskin Education Trust and
Madrasa-e-Ahmade-Mustufa. Following honourable speakers had delivered their speech:
(01) Mufti Harun Nadvi (Sunni Islam Mufti)

(02) Shri Dwarkeshlalji Maharajshri (Hindu Saint)

(03) Mahant Shri Jagatpavandasji Shastri (Hindu Saint)

(04) Kamaluddin Rifai Saheb (Sufi Saint)

(05) Shri Prakashbhai Sheth (Jain Religion)

(06) Shri Gurudayal Singhji (Sikh Religion)

(07) Father Joel Pais (Christian Catholic Priest)

(08) Shri Nikitin Contractor (Zoroastrian Religion)

(09) Shri Kunal Sharma (Youth Parliament)
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The idea to organlze INTERFAITH FLAG HOISTING EVENT in communally most

sensitive area of the city of Vadodara came into the mind of Dr. Jayesh Shah, Ambassador

— Parliament of the World’s Religions. He decided to have flag hoisting event in the heart
of the communally sensitive spot — Fatepura area of Vadodara City (Gujarat), India.

Dr. Shah firmly believes that when Muslims have the freedom to have mosques,
the freedom to have madrassas and the freedom to pray, why some of them should turn
to terrorism and fundamentalism. Dr. Shah has convinced the local religious heads of
various mosques and madrassas; Hindu temples and Jain temple. Many of the local
Maulavi and Mufti agreed that there are 70% Muslims, who are really peace-loving. But,
due to the fear of the fundamentalist Muslims who are not more than 20% of total Muslim
population in the area, 70% of the peace-loving Muslims do not want to come out openly
for the interfaith harmony. Dr. Shah has convinced local Hindu leaders and Hindu saints
that interfaith harmony is the only solution for the development of all. If there will be an
atmosphere of harmony and peace, the society will automatically flourish financially. If
the financial problem of the family gets solved, that family will not become the easy target
of fundamentalist elements and hate-monger politicians.

Dr. Shah has built confidence among them firstly by starting Counselling Centre.
He believes that if the person him/herself is happy and peaceful mentally, then his or her
family will automatically become happy and peaceful. If a society has a majority of the
families are mentally happy and peaceful, they cannot become easy target of the religious
fundamentalist elements and hate-monger politicians. Similarly, Dr. Shah always says
that terrorism has no religion and only a small segment of people from all religions are

fundamentalists.
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Dr. Shah has convinced leaders from the different faiths that as we take pride in
being humane, we respect and honour all other faiths and their followers. We will keep a
continuous vigil against fundamentalist forces and hate-monger politicians that work to

destroy the oneness of humanity.
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The message from the speeches of all the faith leaders are that there are many reasons

behind young Muslims getting attracted to terrorism. If they had proper knowledge of
religion, they would not have turned terrorists at all. They may have intellectual wisdom,
but they have absolutely no knowledge of the religion. All said that not a single person
with knowledge of the religion has become a terrorist or a fundamentalist. Another
reason that drives them to terrorism is unemployment. When they have no job and so
much time in their hands, these youngsters with energy get attracted to many unwanted
things. The third reason is when they see their religion being attacked they think they
have to react and retaliate. That is because they do not know what they are doing.

Dr. Shah had delivered a speech putting emphasis on the interfaith harmony
and not the unity. Dr. Shah had given a good example of “Soup Bowl” and “Salad Plate”.
He said that if we prepare a soup, we crush all the vegetables or fruits. We will have
totally different and a special taste of soup. We cannot have the taste of all the vegetables
or fruits that used to prepare a soup. But, if we have a “Salad Plate” having all the
vegetables and fruits, if we pick a piece, we have a taste of each and every vegetable or
fruit that have in the plate. By citing this example of “Soup Bowl” and “Salad Plate”,
Dr. Shah said that every faith must have to keep their identity, their rituals and their
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cultures. And by keeping individual identity, we will live in the harmony like “salad

plate”.
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There were a prevailing myth in India that Mulim cannot chant thenational
anthem or cannot hoist national flag. Dr. Shah had convinced them by citing Quran. All
the speakers from different faiths agreed that many of the followers do not have the true
knowledge of religious scriptures and that is the main reason for the rise of
fundamentalism. Islam Mufti said that in Islam the concept of loyalty is clear and simple.
In the Holy Quran, it is to ‘...obey those who are in authority over you...” While the
Holy Prophet of Islam, advocated that; ...Obedience to the law of the land is a part of
faith.” With these key principles in mind it is clear that Muslims are duty bound to be
loyal to the country in which they live. It is critical to note that this did not come with
any precondition of the country being a Muslim or Islamic country, it is a principle that
applies to any country no matter what form of government it has. Similarly there is no
requirement of the country having a legal system based on Islamic Shariah law. So for
Muslims loyalty to one’s country is a key part of their faith and it should serve as a

source of peace for them and their fellow citizens.




Students of Madrasa-e-Ahmade-Mustufa and Hindu Temple School had

performed during the event jointly. They sung patriotic songs and national anthem. The

students presented small drama that gave message of interfaith harmony.

At the end of the event, the national flag was hoisted by Mufti Harun Nadvi
(Sunni Islam Mufti) and Mahant Shri Jagatpavandasji Shastri (Hindu Saint) in presence

of other faith leaders. Everyone had given salute to the national flag.
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ELECTRONIC MEDIA HAD GIVEN VERY WIDE COVERAGE

Regional Language Daily News Papers who have more than one million print copies had

also covered the event very widely.

saAyAHL 4HR 1A GulRaqui tamlee Ay

g Sl
y LR

P dysd WA g Gy ad §-256u wnll wdis viddld |
P qsleal adani sdyu Fa ddeqdla Rzirul wabl-e 2y ady !
i RlaBraudi »boldsz oL wda wedi vl Bedl swyiad 322 |
f o Heaal gl du Al 58 HldHe il Aysd Gusdl |

i adlear [y vl w2l Gulalaui »1ERy i 2wuzle
§ it gl el sidenui [Aeauad dae-u s si oda we, Y, 2l
| 10¢ grRinwa wery, wirsd Radui arysdll sugd
i Rotd 2udo, afl 2aifi-uzius HEL Héd 2aill avdwareu
| uiy Yol iz Hedl ader, v i gzeuaRiam, wdll wiu
| AR 521522, B 0lu usiaeus A5, s dide goua axl Guald
E 2 L Al RV ] aad ¢l dl 202 aamd 1l ey, 03

f uamd ¢l dl ¥ ol uand 244, 212d wuud A gk dlvan

| Wl 5304 A Sauadl REA, WA Fanaani g4 2w 1 ag
| A dall U s 5l Sl B il Haarn YRan sunsial adud
i uneuadl A2 s 29 53 dan w10l el e 2023044 29ud
i sdledl

dcs doe2 s 1l 21116

ReHlA sdygUHRIUR
gl gl tkaydeasl

& AHEIG-EANH YR Aol R 510 ol 5219

asleay, dLzy

adaul dysd WA G
Goraani suadiz asd 22 581
anidl e 2idold sdyuni
et et i wingaidl
GulRaldui amalen auRle
Al 2 9.

Foaudlal uau uHeA
aed Hr2259a widl eus
dfls wysa wda Gyd
9, 4 ddd waidz s
qedd RIAFru-u-u 208442
slowda we g Brél
swyiut 222, HEu-H-
BEHE-Y:q5L ddl Wl
513 WEHE Bia-u vwidl
gAY Huu Wil w2 [AfEy
- gl GulRalAu
MR 2€ Wy Bad
AR 2,30 5ELS HANAA
sudsuq sl 2y 9, 2u

sidsuul yodl ezt edl
Aol dal wrqiud WY,
A, 4l aRinaas ¢

qulda Rl wuadl,
onalee SEHHL witsd
RGeS Al
sgil Bad auder, aldl
anll4izius HEu wéd
anlldl s
wey, dw waixid 4l
yzeunaling, faadl waxidl
5142 AWAd vy, wel
wiuidl (ABRA si-z1522 2
4 wiuidl sdyu ARua
BAAU N5 A dal 1A
Hueu soud il uifan
U+t 529 sAun Ha-aA-
BLeHE-Hags 1 HlEan sunsl
e 513 HldHE L g
aui 20 2 Adie] wnoua
Gu2 25 @y 25 uagd s34l




el sl sl (g, yRam,
Alm, s, wall =t i
w{a3all GuRud 26l Wil Rd
uauA 533,

e dles sidsu olls GuFud
duin wdopzal A B
paadl ust Halsid dil. dysd
vz glal wL asl g sl

%

%EL YEL UL &m:@buvﬂ
Gulaldul toRise s1su

151531 dl.2y

Syl nan adigd aed §r2ad0a endl At adl Ay s wgAa
6%, At vidold wail-2 As acdu RlAvu-au Amidsa yda we g
EEP R wxg&an 232, HaA-S-wgUE-Yagalt MUl sdyR e Wl
Guz (Al il -u L GulRalaui wonanis Bax 2 wryadlsl aad
.30 13 taleRt ssus] Al R1Y 6.

Yriil aed $re56u sl At
2idold sdgzlm smsu uuomt

de a2l FM % rt 1551 ~<4
A 2l dd ertalle (il el el
L Wyl il wly
adatedl Goasll s3dl, Heu--
AEHE-HIgFLL HFan sl
2l 2t qdud Wueud Gy Als
Ay AR 51 Uicld 52112 49,

oL (e HaRleL 9Ll
21201 MIMHE 220 d o U

QLA ud Hlwsl- mmsmmmﬂ ugURis
URHIRL 836 95 AN AL A %Hlfﬂ%%ifﬂlfl

RARWE: | adiea
26M1 eaypudl- Ay Brean
dol gl les-leds vid
7041 219tdat wd-l Gyael
a2l edl. M 24
- A sagalie
YRR gl Aydend mml
212 ed. 21l U\ 95 L
AdaAdl Al wuvele]
A N RAN 20U ed.

o3 vid dleadal
aRtdal ud Radl Al
oygulle  wR  ddld
Al A3 Ela (B
2dbd el w2 10 28
aeHl qe wudl edl.
211 Guaid 319Rud 44, Gelol

i Al A0 HRA A
elald wuU ed. 242 AL
Wl wefll 2l 3] a6l
9% Gdle--l Aeg-i-l eusy
Adizigdy e sl edl
ol dlsueuddl eelld
oyl el AL g
A4 A - ulsa
2ASsd Gelerd o 20 ed.
Precit do-it st@tekt udui Beal
sA522 e 2, wike
gl 242, HIRIeAl, [rean
s 2, Brea Vda
A3 dIUEHIT g1, WAL,
oy i dde -
BuRad 2@l edl.

sayal vid wiopai-
GuRalaul woden sy

e &Svaa%éa enivﬂ Al G%’qt&‘l

SAYRAU 4RI

SR LlANRASRL AHIRAS
A5l AL G121 S1A 54l Ao

USR] 9. 2L SEASHHL M-
V-2 HE-YFUAL AL

2aUY 2 A4 UMM GUR
s ay Allest ugd s
2L s1E8sHH Y5l €13 Aed]
Ao, Al grR¥uAd
HERLY, vise Relduil
wreneAlia sgdl ket

22 Ruizz [asiexl

AYsd A Fopudl-u
nuY Adled aed $redsy
sl wais adly Gud .
el dddld 26 A-yHL
A% ¥aR 9:30 49l [Alay
L qao3ulll GuRulau
oAl s1lsM AR
WA B,

AY S ARAUY gL U
q¥l 454l sl 2 B 3
% A 2l AN dddlrL
Rad % d «Asdl 53¢t A+l
dderialle (acRMl el %el
LCETREUETEC L (RRE'/El
ALY -l Grael sdl.
MRAAl  wtls  Badd
10088 SllsH] 2l
s Ade-alla [AdAl
YRa Al v HgAL G

Ao, aldl

aBiriue

{EAL Hed @RlduldAElA

HSIRLY, oflw

gl

edlali, [l walaidl
SR oAdd  w, Rl
il (Ml Si-gise:
2 =i il wstaens s

GuRud e,
w3l Geduly

& %,

ML LRIl S1A5H olle
dHiM 4991320 sdyu Rud
ARt ¥ 2] Helusid

asl.

AL gl
é-eﬁ%ﬂu :amv(l Adle
z»mom 26l caypudl
A% sy vud Pl
GuRA eadlen 54 ed.
sl i Y gldadass
ey, vidste Raidui-l
sugdd R aee, ad
el AL Héd
aldUIAERD Yol €13
Adedl aled @asl =@l
iy uno\mﬂ GuRad 28U
edl. Wl wpwld
i sl dlsiA B
Al edl. 2R MgRHL
oasla Adud Aueud W
124 3¢ 54l o1s 2130{l e
wafld we 2wy eq.

1

After the event, all the religious leaders including Hindu, Islam, Sikh and Zoroastrian visited
Jain Religious Shrine first time in the history of Vadodara (Gujarat) India. Video link of the

visit has been uploaded.
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