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WELCOME
The H.M. King Abdullah II  World Interfaith Har-

mony Week Prize was established in 2013 to reward, 
encourage and inspire participants of the U.N. World 
Interfaith Harmony Week.  We have seen  the range and 
quality of events improve each year, and this year also 
gave us our highest ever number of participants.  We 
congratulate all those who have managed to support an 
event during the  Week thus  helping make the World 
Interfaith Harmony Week firmly established on the 
international peace calendar.

 The number of events held since the World Interfaith 
Harmony Week was first celebrated is:

2011 - 213 events 2012 - 290 events
2013 - 363 events 2014 - 409 events

2015 - 1009 events 2016 - 816 events
2017 - 1054 events

The events have been  held in over 50 countries  and 
have been arranged by groups as diverse as government 
agencies, various social groups, schools, private individ-

uals and of course the numerous interfaith organiza-
tions that exist worldwide. 

UN World Interfaith Harmony 
Week Resolution Initiative

In September 2010, His Majesty King Abdullah II of 
Jordan proposed a World Interfaith Harmony Week at 
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the Plenary session of the 65th United Nations General 
Assembly in New York. This was a call to establish a week 
every year where people of all faiths, and those of no faith, 
would promote the message of ‘Love of God, and Love 
of the nieghbour’, or ‘Love of the Good, and Love of the 
Neighbour’.  The Draft Resolution for the World Inter-
faith Harmony Week was later written and presented by 
H.R.H. Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad, Chief Advisor to 
King Abdullah II for Religious and Cultural Affairs and 
Personal Envoy of King Abdullah II, before the United 
Nations General Assembly where it was unanimously 
adopted on 20 October 2010.

UN Resolution A/65/PV.34; the World Interfaith 
Harmony Week, as it is called, recognises the first week 
of February of every year as a time when people of all 
faiths, and those of no faith, work together to promote 
and celebrate religious and cultural understanding and 
cooperation, to address each other in favorable terms 
drawn from their own traditions and to accept and 
respect ‘the other’ based on the foundations of ‘Love of 
God, and Love of the Neighbour’, or ‘Love of the Good 
and Love of the Neighbour’. Remarkably the World 
Interfaith Harmony Week excludes no one and includes 
and unites everyone.

The H.M. King Abdullah II World 
Interfaith Harmony Week Prize

The Royal Aal Al-Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought in 
Jordan established the World Interfaith Harmony Week 
Prize in 2013 to recognize the three best events or texts 
organized during the UN World Interfaith Harmony 
Week (first week of February) which best promote the 
goals of the World Interfaith Harmony Week. Prizes 
are awarded to each event or text that is judged to have 
been most successful in promoting interfaith harmony 
and impacting religious understanding. Since 2014, this 
prize has been known as the King Abdullah II World 
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Interfaith Harmony Week Prize. The prizes are:

First   $25,000 and a gold medal

Second $15,000 and a silver medal

Third            $5,000 and a bronze medal

The Judges for the 2017 The King Abdullah II World 
Interfaith Harmony Week Prize were:
• H.R.H. Princess Areej Ghazi
• H.B. Patriarch Theophilus III – Patriarch of the Holy 

City, Palestine and Jordan
• H.E. Sheikh Dr Ali Gomaa – former Grand Mufti of 

the Arab Republic of Egypt
• H.E. Bishop Munib Yunan – Bishop of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, and 
President of the World Federation of Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches

• Sheikh Usama al-Sayyid Al-Azhari – Professor at 
Al-Azhar University

• Father Nabil Haddad – Founder and Executive Direc-
tor of the Jordanian Interfaith Coexistence Research 
Centre

• Dr. Minwer Al-Meheid – Director of the Royal Aal 
Al-Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought



In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful
By Time!

Verily man is in loss,
except those who believe, and perform righteous deeds, and enjoin 

one another to the truth, and enjoin one another to patience.

The Declining Day,  1 - 3



THE 
WINNERS
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First Prize
UN World Interfaith 

Harmony Week
Submitted by

Calgary Interfaith Council
Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Rabbi Shaul Osadchey, Rev. Debra Joanne Faulk and 
Imam Fayaz Tilly will collect the award on behalf of the 
council.

“Celebrating Diversity & Connecting for 
the Common Good”

Calgary is blessed by a broad diversity of religious 
faiths whose origins and history originate from places 
that span the globe.  Our city is enriched by the broad 
spectrum of languages, foods, and cultures that define 
Calgary’s international flavour.  The ability of these 
religions, in particular, to flourish in a setting of respect 
and dignity is essential for the city’s future.

A Week of Inspiring Programs 
and Relationship Building

The Calgary UN World Interfaith Harmony Week 
was designed to offer worship, dialogue, educational, 
cultural and social justice opportunities to all participants 
based upon the teaching that the world stands on sacred 
wisdom, a spiritual bond to God, and service to humanity.  
The programs were spearheaded by the Calgary Interfaith 
Council with the co-sponsorship of the Calgary Council 
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of Christians and Jews, the Calgary Jewish-Muslim Coun-
cil, the Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Build Project 
and the Intercultural Dialogue Institute.

February 1st

Opening Ceremony at City Hall 
with Mayor Naheed Nenshi

With hundreds in attendance, 15 faith traditions 
including the Indigenous People proclaimed the value 
of Interfaith Harmony through unique calls to prayer.  
Representatives from Provincial government and the City 
of Calgary Police Services and Fire Department brought 
greeting along with the UN Association of Calgary.  

Mayor Naheed Nenshi spoke eloquently about the 
strength of diversity and read the City of Calgary Procla-
mation for UN World Interfaith Harmony Week.  Music 
was interspersed throughout the program and all 15 faith 
traditions places a piece into a 4’x6’ puzzle that when 
completed revealed a scenic picture of the City of Calgary.

February 2nd

Interfaith Breakfast: 
“Multifaith, Not Interfaith Families”

Approximately 75 people attended this morning 
program that explored how parents who practice two 
different religious traditions can raise their children with 
respect and appreciation for both faiths.
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February 4th and 7th

Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Build Project 

Twenty-four Calgarians spent two days building an 
affordable home for low-income families.  This unique 
interfaith service project began with Jewish rabbis, Chris-
tian pastors, and Muslim imams joining together to 
launch this project to raise $1 million to construct 10 
homes in Calgary.

February 2nd through 8th

Open Houses and Musical Services 

Nineteen congregations held open houses that wel-
comed Calgarians for a tour and talk about their sacred 
space and the rituals and teachings that characterize their 
faith. Many families charted a route to visit as many con-
gregations as they could in one day! Refreshments were 
served and a truly warm and gracious spirit pervaded the 
open house program.  The Calgary Interfaith Council also 
posted “Virtual Tours” of several sacred spaces for those 
who were unable to participate in the visits.

February 6th

A Day Devoted to Sexuality, Storytelling, 
and Community Building

On this day, the UN World Interfaith Harmony Week 
turned its attention to a program on “Transexuality and 
Other Border Crossings” presented by the University 
of Calgary, sharing personal faith narratives through 
“Fifty Stories of Faith,” and discerning ways to create 
community hubs to bring people from different faith, 
ethnic, cultural, and economic backgrounds together in 
safe and sacred places.

February 7th

Under the generous hospitality of the Intercultural 
Dialogue Institute, the UN World Interfaith Harmony 
week concluded with a celebration of the successful 
events of the past week through personal testimonies, 
examples of new learning, and visually through the music 
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and dance of an Azerbaijani children’s performance.  The 
joy and energy exuded through partaking of a delicious 
meal and conversation left the organizers and participants 
eager to translate the goodwill and new friendships into 
future interfaith activities aimed at building bridges of 
respect and understanding through dialogue, learning, 
and service projects.

February 11th and 12th

“Building Sacred Bridges” Concerts

The finale for the week combined the best elements 
of all the programs into a concert that highlighted sacred 
musical renditions from various faith traditions.  Held 
at Knox United Church on Saturday evening and Beth 
Tzedec Synagogue on Sunday evening, the audience com-
prised of young and elderly were treated to outstanding 
choirs, vocalists, and an instrumental trio.  The concert, 
held in support of the Habitat for Humanity Interfaith 
Build Project, raised over $15,000 toward the construction 
of affordable homes for low-income families.

Calgary Interfaith Council
www.calgaryinterfaithcouncil.org
info@calgaryinterfaithcouncil.org
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Second Prize
THE FIFTH SARAJEVO 

UN WORLD INTERFAITH 
HARMONY WEEK

Submitted by

International Forum Bosnia’s Centre 
for Interfaith Dialogue
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Dr. Džamna Duman and Dr. Fatima Mahmutćehajić will 
collect the award on behalf of the centre.

Continuing its tradition of holding the Sarajevo UN 
World Interfaith Harmony Week since  the inception of 
the prize in 2013, the International Forum Bosnia’s Centre 
for Interfaith Dialogue  prepared a programme  again 
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under the patronage of Sarajevo Old Town Municipality 
and the United Nations Development Programme. 

The programme began with A Painter’s Quest for 
Behaudin Selmanović in Stolac, an exhibition of pictures 
by Adela Nurković Kulenović. This was followed the same 
evening by a public discussion by leading Bosnian intel-
lectuals of Challenges facing social pluralism in Bosnia. 
The next day, February 9th, there was a presentation and 
public discussion of five new books on sacred culture 
by leading writers from Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 
programme was rounded out, on February 10th, by the 
already traditional musical evening and public concert, 
Musica Sacra Bosnae, showcasing the sacred music of 
Bosnia’s four main religious traditions, as performed by 
the interfaith Pontanima Choir. 

The exhibition, and so the programme as a whole, 
was opened by Mr. Ibrahim Hadžibajrić, the mayor of 
the Sarajevo Old Town Municipality and main sponsor 
of the Fifth Sarajevo UN Interfaith Harmony week. Mrs. 
Sezin Sinanoglu, UN Resident Coordinator in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, gave the inaugural talk at the public 
discussion that followed.

International Forum Bosnia
www.forumbosna.org
office@forumbosna.org
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Third Prize

PL84U AL-SUFFA
Submitted by

PL84U AL-SUFFA
London, the United Kingdom

Saira Begum Mir and Farooq Mir will collect the award 
on behalf of the PL84U Al-SUFFA.

PL84U Al-SUFFA, run by Saira Mir and her family, 
is an East London based non-profit organisation that 
provides a hot lunch and company to the homeless, 
elderly and people in need on the first and third Sunday 
of each month. We welcome those of all faiths and none, 
and provide a welcoming environment for their guests 
to relax in.

The beloved Prophet Muhammad (Peace and blessings 
be upon him) said: ‘None of you truly believes until he 
loves for his brother what he loves for himself.’

And that’s why we feel blessed to live in a community 
where there are a lot of generous, kind hearted and diverse 
people. The need for genuine interactions and humanity is 
recognised, that human beings need more than a hot meal 
and clothes; that is what PL84U AL-SUFFA endeavour 
to provide. They host their guests with warmth in their 
hearts and welcome open and respectful discussions. 

Our guests are more than just ‘statistics.’ We empathise 
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with the experiences of our guests and strive to provide a 
steady hand to hold over the stepping-stones. Something 
as simple as sharing a meal, a friendly chat or a game of 
chess in the hopes of making a small difference.

On Sunday 5th of February the fortnightly PL84U 
AL-SUFFA service held an event in order to celebrate 
World Interfaith Harmony Week. Assisted by volunteers 
and local businesses who give up their time, they offered 
a friendly chat, free haircuts (Haircuts 4 Homeless) and 
facilitated a food and clothes bank for our service users.

Speakers at the event represented a variety of faiths, 
backgrounds and ages, including Cllr Peter Herrington, 
the Mayor of Waltham Forest,. 

After the speeches, our esteemed guest speakers min-
gled with our volunteers and our regulars, sharing a meal 
together. The atmosphere was one of unity and harmony, 
a day to set aside all difference and embrace our common 
humanity. We will endeavour to capture the spirit of our 
World Interfaith Harmony Week celebrations and weave 
it into our everyday lives and interactions.

PL84U AL-SUFFA
www.facebook.com/pl84ualsuff/
PL84UALSUFFA@gmail.com
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Honourable 
Mentions

The Honourable Tim Kaine
United States Senator from Virginia

Washington DC, The United States of America

Interfaith Hamony Breakfast
European Federation of the Communities of 

Sant’Egidio aisbl
Brussels, Belgium

Conference of Religious Educators, Leaders 
and Organizations on Interreligious Peace

The Universal Peace Federation - Nigeria
and

United Religions Initiative - West Africa
Maitama, Abuja, Nigeria



APPENDICES



He came to his Lord with a heart that was pure

Those Who Set The Ranks,  84
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The World Interfaith Harmony Week 
Resolution UNGA Resolution A/65/PV.34

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 53/243 of 13 September 1999 
on the declaration and programme of action relating to a 
culture of peace, 57/6 of 4 November 2002 concerning 
the promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, 
58/128 of 19 December 2003 on the promotion of religious 
and cultural understanding, harmony and cooperation, 
60/4 of 20 October 2005 on a global agenda for dialogue 
among civilizations, 64/14 of 10 November 2009 on the 
Alliance of Civilizations, 64/81 of 7 December 2009 on 
the promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, 
understanding and cooperation for peace and 64/164 
of 18 December 2009 on the elimination of all forms of 
intolerance and discrimination based on religion or belief,

Recognizing the imperative need for dialogue among 
different faiths and religions in enhancing mutual under-
standing, harmony and cooperation among people,

Recalling with appreciation various global, regional 
and subregional initiatives on mutual understanding and 
interfaith harmony including the Tripartite Forum on 
Interfaith Cooperation for Peace, and the initiative “A 
Common Word”,

Recognizing that the moral imperatives of all religions, 
convictions and beliefs call for peace, tolerance and 
mutual understanding,

APPENDIX I
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1. Reaffirms that mutual understanding and inter-
religious dialogue constitute important dimensions of a 
culture of peace;

2. Proclaims the first week of February of every 
year the World Interfaith Harmony Week between all 
religions, faiths and beliefs;

3. Encourages all States to support, on a voluntary 
basis, the spread of the message of interfaith harmony and 
goodwill in the world’s churches, mosques, synagogues, 
temples and other places of worship during that week, 
based on love of God and love of one’s neighbour or 
on love of the good and love of one’s neighbour, each 
according to their own religious traditions or convictions;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the 
General Assembly informed of the implementation of 
the present resolution.
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 His Majesty King Abdullah’s address at 
the Plenary Session of the 65th General 
Assembly of the UN in NY on Thursday 

September 26, 2010, in which he proposed 
the World Interfaith Harmony Week

Bism Illah Al-Rahman Al-Raheem 

President Deiss, 

Mr Secretary General, 

Your Excellencies, 

 
More than ever before, our world is confronting multi-
ple global crises, which cannot be effectively addressed, 
without a coordinated, multilateral action. No country 

APPENDIX II
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can face these crises and provide for its future in isolation. 
The threats are global, and so are the solutions. A strong, 
central role for the United Nations is essential. 

It is also essential to resist forces of division that spread 
misunderstanding and mistrust, especially among peoples 
of different religions. The fact is, humanity everywhere 
is bound together, not only by mutual interests, but by 
shared commandments, to love God and neighbour; to 
love the good and neighbour. This week, my delegation, 
with the support of our friends on every continent, will 
introduce a draft resolution for an annual World Interfaith 
Harmony Week. What we are proposing is a special week, 
during which the world’s people, in their own places of 
worship, could express the teachings of their own faith 
about tolerance, respect for the other and peace. I hope 
this resolution will have your support. 

My friends, 

Another critical area for UN leadership is peace, and 
one peace hangs in the balance today. With direct nego-
tiations between the Palestinians and the Israelis, a door 
opens to a final, two-state settlement of the Palestinian-Is-
raeli conflict, and the establishment of an independent, 
viable and sovereign Palestinian state, living side by 
side with Israel, will pave the way for a comprehensive 
regional peace. 

An end to this conflict is long overdue. No regional 
crisis has had a longer or broader impact on global security 
and stability. No such crisis has been longer on the UN 
agenda or has frustrated peacemakers more. Every resource 
spent in this conflict is a resource lost for investing in 
progress and prosperity. Every day spent is a day lost to 
forces of violence and extremism that threaten all of us 
in the region and beyond. 

People are wary of disappointment, and spoilers are 
doing everything they can to make us fail. We cannot 
underestimate the importance of success, or the painful 
cost of failure. All of us need to support swift action, hard 
choices and real results. The alternative is more suffering 
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deeper frustrations with spreading, more vicious warfare. 
Such a catastrophic scenario will continue to drag in the 
whole world, threatening security and stability far beyond 
the borders of the Middle East. 

To prevent that, the talks must be approached with 
commitment, sincerity and courage. There should be no 
provocative or unilateral actions that can derail the nego-
tiations. Instead, the parties must work hard to produce 
results, and quickly. That means addressing all final-status 
issues, with a view to ending the occupation and reaching 
the two-state solution, the only solution that can work, as 
soon as possible. The status quo is simply unacceptable, 
Enough injustice, enough bloodshed. 

Jordan and the rest of the Arab and Muslim worlds 
are committed. In the Arab Peace Initiative, we reach 
out to Israel with an unprecedented opportunity for a 
comprehensive settlement, A settlement that will enable 
Israel to have normal relations with 57 Arab and Muslim 
states, one-third of the United Nations. 

Now, we reach out to you, our fellow members of 
this United Nations. All stand to lose if the talks fail; 
all gain when peace is achieved. Our global and collec-
tive influence is key. Together, we must tip the balance 
towards peace. 

Thank you.



And He is the Forgiving, the Loving,
Lord of the Throne, the Glorious

The Mansions of the Stars,  14 - 15
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H.R.H. Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad, 
Personal Envoy of and Special Advisor to 

H.M. King Abdullah II, delivers H.M. King 
Abdullah II’s World Interfaith Harmony 

Week proposal at UN on October 20, 2010

Bism Illah Al-Rahman Al-Raheem 

Mr. President, I have the honour to introduce, on behalf 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the 29 other 
co-sponsors Albania, Azerbaijan; Bahrain; Bangladesh; 
Costa Rica; the Dominican Republic; Egypt; El Salvador; 
Georgia; Guatemala; Guyana; Honduras; Kazakhstan; 
Kuwait; Liberia; Libya; Mauritius; Morocco; Oman; 
Paraguay; Qatar; the Russian Federation; Saudi Arabia; 
Tanzania; Tunisia; Turkey; the United Arab Emirates; 
Uruguay and Yemen, the draft resolution A/65/L5 entitled 
the ‘World Interfaith Harmony Week’.

APPENDIX III
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Allow me to explain in brief the reasoning behind this 
resolution which was launched by H.M. King Abdullah 
II bin Al-Hussein before the United Nations General 
Assembly on September 23rd 2010.

As this august assembly is well aware, our world is 
rife with religious tension and, sadly, mistrust, dislike 
and hatred. These religious tensions can easily erupt into 
communal violence. They also facilitate the demonizing 
of the other which in turn predisposes public opinion 
to support war against peoples of other religions. Thus, 
for example, according to the results of the 2008 Gallup 
Poll one of the largest international religious surveys in 
history 53% of Westerners have ‘unfavorable’ or ‘very 
unfavorable’ opinions of Muslims and 30% of Muslims 
polled worldwide hold negative views of Christians.

The misuse or abuse of religions can thus be a cause 
of world strife, whereas religions should be a great foun-
dation for facilitating world peace. The remedy for this 
problem can only come from the world’s religions them-
selves. Religions must be part of the solution, not part 
of the problem. Much good work has already been done 
towards this starting really with the Second Vatican 
Council from 1962–1965 by hundreds of intra-faith and 
interfaith groups all over the world and of all religions. 
Yet the forces inciting inter-religious tensions (notable 
among them being religious fundamentalisms of various 
kinds) are better organized, more experienced, better 
coordinated, more motivated and more ruthless. They 
have more stratagems, more institutes, more money, 
more power and garner more publicity such that they 
by far outweigh all the positive work done by the various 
interfaith initiatives. The sad proof of this is that religious 
tensions are on the rise, not on the decline.

Mr. President, Turning now to the text itself, allow 
me to explain some of its most essential terminology and 
concepts: 1) In the very title of the resolution and in the 
second operative paragraph and elsewhere, the word ‘har-
mony’ is used in the Chinese sense of the term. We add it 
to the term ‘tolerance’ (which we have also used) because 
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‘tolerance’ can suggest that the other is so negative they 
have to be ‘tolerated’; we cannot use ‘acceptance’ because it 
implies that religions accept each other’s doctrines rather 
than their right to those doctrines and this is not the case; 
we cannot use the term ‘peace’ alone because it suggests 
merely the absence of war, and not necessarily the absence 
of hatred. Only the Confucian concept of ‘harmony’ can 
rescue us here because it suggests not merely ‘peace’, but 
also ‘beautiful and dynamic interaction between different 
elements within a whole’.

2) In the third operative paragraph, there is mention 
of ‘Love of God and Love of the Neighbor, or Love of the 
Good and Love of the Neighbor’. Why is this religious 
reference necessary in a UN resolution? In answer to this 
question, it will be noted first that this draft resolution 
is unique because it is specifically about peace between 
religions and not about anything else, therefore some 
religious references in this particular case is only natural. 
To rigidly maintain the contrary would be to disregard the 
feelings of 85% of the world’s population which belongs 
to one or another faith.

Second and more importantly perhaps we include 
these references because whilst we all agree that it is 
clearly not the business of the UN to engage in theology, 
it is nevertheless the primary goal of the UN to make 
and safeguard peace, and without the specific mention 
of God and of the Two Commandments of Love [see: 
Matthew 22:34–40 and Mark 12:28–31] many if not 
most devout Muslims, Christians and Jews will consider 
a secular call for an interfaith harmony week a feckless 
platitude that they cannot fully or sincerely support. For 
in the Holy Bible Jesus Christ  (echoing the words of 
Deuteronomy) said: Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word of God [Luke 4:4 and Matthew 4:4, 
see also: Deuteronomy 8:2–3] and also that: Hallowed 
be Thy Name [Matthew, 6:9], and similar meanings are 
to be found in the Holy Qur’an wherein it is stated that 
no act is rewarded Save for seeking the Countenance 
of [the] Lord, the Most High [Al-Layl, 92:19–20] and 
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that: Verily the Remembrance of God is of all things the 
greatest [from: Al-Ankabut, 29:45]. In other words, for 
many Muslims, Christians and Jews who together make 
up perhaps 55% of the world’s population and (I regret 
to say) are involved in most of the world’s conflicts it is 
necessary to mention the Substance of their faiths. Other-
wise, hoping to foster peace between religions by foisting 
upon them an external and purely secular and bureaucratic 
language is simply a house divided against itself which 
shall not stand [Matthew, 12:25]. Third, it will be noted 
that this language excludes no one, of any religion or of 
no faith at all: every person of good will, with or without 
faith can and should commit to Love of the Neighbour 
and Love of God or Love of the Neighbour and Love of 
the Good. Loving the neighbour and the good is after 
all the essence of good will. And referring to ‘the Good’ 
obviously does not necessarily imply belief in God or in 
a particular religion, even though for many believers ‘the 
Good’ is God precisely: Jesus Christ  said: ‘No one 
is Good but God Alone’ [Mark, 10:18; Luke 18:19, and 
Matthew 19:17], and ‘the Good’ (‘Al-Barr’) is one of God’s 
Names in the Holy Qur’an [Al-Tur, 52:28]. Thus speak-
ing of ‘the Good’ is a theologically-correct but inclusive 
formula in so far as it goes that unites all humanity and 
leaves out no one. Fourth, there is another reason why it 
is specifically necessary to mention love of the neighbour: 
it sets an invaluable practical standard based upon which 
people can ask themselves and each other if their actions 
stem from caritas (love) towards the neighbour or not. 
Indeed, as the Prophet Muhammad � said: “None of 
you has faith [in God] until you love for your neighbour 
what you love for yourself.” [Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Iman, 
Vol. p.67, Hadith no.45].

3) Also in the third operative paragraph, the phrase 
‘on a voluntary basis’ is used because the entire proposal 
must be purely voluntary. No place of worship should be 
forced to observe the World Interfaith Harmony Week; 
for whilst we hope to encourage interfaith harmony, 
the last thing we want is for anyone at all to feel that 
anything is being imposed on his or her faith, beliefs or 
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convictions. Nevertheless, one can conceive of positive 
incentives to encourage and help support and monitor 
the implementation of this resolution.

4) Finally, also in the third operative paragraph, the 
phrase ‘each according to their own religious traditions or 
convictions’ is vital because the different religions do not 
necessarily interpret ‘Love of God and the Neighbour’ in 
exactly the same way, and do not all want it said that they 
do. This phrase thus avoids the dangers of syncretism or 
reductionism and allows for religious differences within 
the same goal of working towards inter-religious peace 
and harmony.

In summary, then, I very humbly ask the member 
states of the United Nations General Assembly to adopt 
the proposed draft resolution for the World Interfaith 
Harmony Week, noting that it excludes no individual, 
compromises no one, commits no one, forces no one, 
harms no one, costs nothing, and on the contrary includes 
everyone, celebrates everyone, benefits everyone, unites 
everyone and has the potential to bring much needed 
Peace and Harmony to the entire world in sha Allah.  

Thank-you Mr. President.



In the Name of God, 
the Compassionate, the Merciful:

Did We not expand your breast for you,

And relieve you of your burden,

That which weighed down your back?

Did We not exalt your mention?

For truly with hardship comes ease.

Truly with hardship comes ease.

So when you are finished, toil

And seek your Lord.

Solace,  1 - 8



ح 1 - 8 سُورةٌ الشَّ
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