Brussels, December 6th 2010


Excellency President Van Rompuy,


On behalf of the delegation of European Muslim leaders invited to this historical meeting, I have the honour to convey to you our most sincere greetings of Peace, and our deep gratitude for receiving us, together with our European Jewish brothers. 

This week, the Jewish community will end the celebration of Hanukkah, a period of eight nights when candles find the light thanks to the blessings of sacred oil. Tomorrow, the Islamic new year begins. So we hope that this meeting will allow us to share the blessings of enlightenment and renewal with you!

Six month ago, in July, I had the pleasure to meet you here in Brussels, and to share a discussion with you, President Barroso and President Buzek, on the issue of Poverty and Social Exclusion together with other faith leaders. 

Today a new important occasion has been given to us thanks to the international engagement of The Foundation for Ethnic Understanding (FFEU) that has invited us to know each other, in order to increase the networking on our concrete work in the field of dialogue and cooperation, and learn from our experiences how to involve European citizens and believers, teachers and scholars, opinion makers and policy advisors, entrepreneurs and institutional leaders, on the universal values in which we all believe.

We have never believed in the so-called “clash of civilisations” nor on the “war between religions”. We have learned that conflict is a dramatic consequence of ignorance and arrogance, and we believe therefore that only through a patient work on education we can overcome the prejudices and the abuse of religion out of its context and legitimacy. There is indeed no conflicting loyalty between our religious identity and our responsibility as European Muslim citizens. Our faith invites us to behave as models of virtue, and to act in this world as citizens of excellence. Therefore we are working with the first generations of Muslim immigrants, as well as with the Muslim youth in Europe, to help them avoid any ghettoisation and any radicalisation, and we are convinced that our success relies on the way we will be able to work on these areas, together with other sensitive and proactive citizens and believers.

Some of the dark moments in the history of Europe show us how some religious communities have been discriminated in the past by wrong political, juridical, economical, military decisions. We all remember the persecution of our Jewish brothers and sisters is a tragic moment of history when madness and violence have influenced the minds of many Europeans, making them betray the sacred values of life and mankind, and forget the principles of justice and dignity for all. But we also remember the courage and the integrity of a minority of persons that have continued to act as European believers, with faith and intelligence, saving lives, teaching the truth, and promoting brotherhood and peace in the most difficult circumstances, as well as in everyday life.

“Unity in diversity” is one of the key expressions in the Council of Europe White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue that has also been translated into Arabic, thanks to the cooperation with ISESCO, the Islamic Organisation for Education, Science and Culture of the OIC. As the chairman of the ISESCO Council for Muslims in the West, and together with my distinguished Muslim brothers participating in this meeting, I believe that the cooperation between our two religious European minorities and the European Institutions, on the intellectual and social challenges, needs to be improved. 

I would like to propose you the establishment of a scientific committee of Muslim, Christian and Jewish European citizens that could work together with the Council of Europe, in order to promote debates, meetings, conferences, seminars on intra-faith and interfaith dialogue, intercultural educational workshops in cooperation with several European universities, cultural and social events on the empowerment of Muslims in civil society, with a specific attention to family and youth issues, inclusive citizenship and religious pluralism, freedom of religion in public space and the respect for religious symbols and places of worship, Jewish and Islamic art and science in European history.

Recently, the United Nations has approved a resolution for a World Interfaith Harmony Week in February, when representatives of all religious communities should try to develop events together with other believers as an inspirational moment of concrete and qualified cohesion. We believe that the harmony we are witnessing today with our Jewish brothers and sisters, thanks to your kind invitation, President Van Rompuy, needs to be strongly supported in order to help the blessings of spirituality and the sacred wisdom of religions be recognised and respected in their noble contributions to the development of the European society. Thank you. Salam, Shalom.

Imam Yahya Pallavicini

