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How to Start an Interfaith Community Service Project

While there are many important factors that are necessary for achieving successful interfaith dialogue, chief among them is the foundation of all interfaith activity: respect.  Whether it is respecting other faith traditions or respecting different interpretations of one’s own tradition, this element must be present for interfaith harmony to be carried out, and it is from this notion of respect that all interfaith endeavors are born. 

Step 1: Observe

The first step in creating this program is to look around.  Why are these projects needed in your community?  What aspects of your own faith could you bring to the discussion table?  How should interfaith action look, and how could it be channeled to strengthen your community?

Step 2: Recruit 

Next, talk to friends, family members, coworkers, and acquaintances.  Does anyone you know share an interest in interfaith work or community building?  What skills, experiences, or viewpoints could they leverage to improve your program?

Then, meet with local houses of worship, religious clubs, and social action groups.  What could they bring to the table?  How could they help promote interfaith dialogue?  Are there members of their organization who would be willing to participate in your project?  

Step 3: Engage

Once you have found a core group to help plan your interfaith community service event, you need to find your service opportunity.  What are the community service opportunities in your community?  Possibilities include issues of poverty, homelessness, refugee and immigration, and the environment.  Find an issue that your volunteer group can easily engage in, produce measurable outcomes, and can sustain in the future.

Step 4: Mobilize

Lastly, take advantage of the Internet to gather volunteers to engage in your service project.  Reach out to the cyber world.  With the multitude of social networks, discussion boards, blogs, listservs, and other electronic channels of communication at your disposal, community building has never been easier.  Start a Facebook group or event.  Follow important organizations on Twitter.  Compile a list of email addresses to contact with information.  Sign up for newsletters.  Read what other people have already done, and research ways to build on their accomplishments.  The opportunities are endless!

By creating an interreligious community-building or service-learning project, you will provide a haven for interfaith dialogue, which, in turn, will pave the way for interfaith harmony.

World Faith is an international NGO committed to interfaith action and dialogue.  We believe that religion is more than just extremism, and strive through community action to provide a path for individuals of all faiths to find common ground.  Our work is laying the foundation for global unity and peace, and tearing down the walls that threaten to divide.

www.worldfaith.org
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