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20th February 2018
To Whom It May Concern

I attended Interfaith Glasgow's World Interfaith Harmony Week event exploring scriptural
motivations for interfaith dialogue from Christian, Muslim, and Jewish perspectives and was very
impressed by the thought that had gone into the preparation of the event and the depth of the
dialogue that took place.
I have been to many dialogues in my time but this one reached a level of honesty and engagement
that is not always possible during interfaith events. The participants were so at home with one
another that they were able to ask honest questions which dispelled some misunderstandings. For
example someone wanted to clarify for themselves that the Good Samaritan was a story – with a
meaning – but not an account of an historical event; someone felt free to ask how a Christian could
respond to the Jewish scripture that stated God is one which led to an in depth discussion not only
about our understanding of God but about our responses of commitment and devotion to the reality
of God in our lives. For me this was an example of harmony, of union of mind and soul based on our
common belief in God.
I have been involved in interfaith encounter for many years at local, national and international level
and I am impressed by the work of Interfaith Glasgow. This scriptural reasoning experience along
with the two other events in Interfaith Glasgow's World Interfaith Harmony Week programme
(which explored other crucial aspects of interfaith harmony), was an excellent contribution to the
promotion of interfaith harmony and an example of good practice from which many could learn and
which will benefit not only our nation but promote peace in our world.
Yours faithfully

Sister Isabel Smyth SND OBE
Founding Director of Interfaith Scotland
Scottish Catholic Bishops’ Secretary for Interreligious Dialogue
Vice Chair of Advisory Board for the United Kingdom’s Council of Christians and Jews

