Report of one day Youth 4 Peace Program

ORGANIZED BY: CENTRE FOR PEACE ADVANCEMENT AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (CPAED) IN COLLABORATION WITH  NATIONAL ORIENTATION AGENCY(NOA)

VENUE:  EVAT MODEL SCHOOL KADUNA

DATE:   6TH  FEBRUARY. 2017

INTRODUCTION:

Over the years, peace building interventions and activities are often conducted in the Communities, Churches and Mosques with the educational institutions lagging behind. The students are left with little knowledge of conflict resolution and non-violence approach to resolve conflict which posed major reasons for radicalism and extremism.
In commemoration of the world interfaith harmony week, Centre for Peace Advancement and Socio-Economic Development (CPAED) a renowned peace building, development and capacity enhancement non- governmental organization in collaboration with National Orientation Agency(NOA) on 6th February 2017 conducted one day “Youth 4 Peace” program for students at Evat model school, Badiko. 
The program aimed at sensitizing young ones on the importance of peaceful coexistence regardless of tribe, religious and ethnic differences as well as build interfaith relations.  It also geared towards changing unsavory behaviours of students in school while the teachers should build resilience in relating and addressing related issues among students. A strong enthusiasm was seen in both Muslim and Christian students, in which they promised to love, tolerate and protect each other. 

The Coordinator urged students to use non violent approach in resolving conflict, desist from any act capable of destroying their future and share any issues bothering them to their guardians and counselors. She emphatically urged the students to be of good behaviuor both at school, home and the society. 
The followings excerpts were drawn from contributions of participants during the program. 

These   include:
· The Proprietress Evat Model School: Admonished parents and teachers to teach their Children /students about peace, love and respect of people irrespective their religious and ethical background. 
· Students: said that they came from homes where they were taught to hate Muslims or Christians which has resulted to them fighting each other on daily basis. They emphasized on their poor communication skills which exposed them to hostility and disrespectful. Having undergone the program, they learnt how to express themselves in respectful manner, listen attentive during classes and get more bonded to each others.
· Teachers: Appreciated the program which was timely as it will address hate, hostility and brutality among students and curb illicit activities capable of escalating conflict in schools. The teacher were excited and asked CPAED to beef up the program for in-depth knowledge. 
In conclusion, the Coordinated appreciated the leadership of the school, teachers and students for their time, acceptance and support. She said that CPAED will keep working in these schools for effective results and full implementation of its program in area of education.
KEY LESSON LEARNT
· Interreligious interventions are needed in schools in order to address the real needs of students and teachers to end mass atrocity

OUTCOME

· The knowledge and understanding of Students and teachers on peaceful coexistence broaden.

· Student acknowledge the essence of been in school.

· Wider acceptance of the program in schools.

