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ATTACHMENT: Miller Letter of Dec. 21, 2015

Thoughts / Forward / Testimony

Whether you realize it or not, by opening this book, you're being exposed to one of the
best concepts for Christian Life App!ication you may ever find.

Now, don't get me wrong, GOG! Is not a set of morals, values, or doctrines. GOG! offers no
comments on Scripture, or views of God's nature. By design, it was never meant to.

What you will find In GOG! Is a very simple and yet powerful set of tools for positive
decision making, made by prisoners (many of them Christian) for other prisoners.

As a Christian, | believe that God gave +he Hebrews the Law to direct them, Proverbs to
inform +hem, Psalms to inspire them, and then set them on a path to work this wisdom obediently
into their lives. This was never easy for them. Buf, | feel compelled to point out, even after
Christ's +eaching and +wo thousand years, the rest of mankind continues to struggle with this,
as well. Scripture provides clear direction, yet we seldom make decisions we're consistently
proud of.

So, when we were first introduced to GOG! at Pleasant Valley State Prison, a group of
Christian friends and | immediately saw application for it in our lives. However, while the value
was apparent, there were some concerns it wasn't labeled properly, meaning 1T didn'% have +he
+ypical Christian format we've become kind of programmed to expect. So, we actually toyed with the
idea of changing +he format +o fit+ our more conventional notions of how i+ had to look for it
+o be beneficial. Who says Christians don't have hubris? :) Lucklly, after prayer and consideration,
we came to a different conclusion.

We determined +here was no wisdom in over complicating a positive program. We weren't
interested in starting a new doctrine, and we didn't envision a "GOGI sect" of Christianity.

We were simply Christians interested in learning ways to make more positive decisions in our
lives, |

We agreéd our Bibles contained all +he Scripture we needed for even the most serious study,
and none of us saw any benefit in recreating a program that was showing such great success.
Lastly, as we sat discussing all +hls on a prison yard, we had o acknowledge +he added benefit
of a CDCR approved program.

A+ +hls point, you might be asking what all this has to do with nChristian Life Application,™
or maybe even what | meant by that. Well, let's break i+ down: In general, Christians are those
who believe that Jesus +he Christ's death and resurrection has allowed God to offer them forgive-
ness and eternal |ife as a gift. They have accepted that gift through fai+h, and are seeking To
live a |ife of obedient gratitude for what God has done for them... Textbook, right? Next, the

dictionary defines "application" as putting into practice what we already know. Also straight-

forward? OK.
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So, I+ then stands +o reason that Christian Life Application is simply taking what we
ourselves already know about Christianity and applying i+ +o our lives... | think that everyone
can agree, this has a lot to do with our decisfon making processes.

| don'+ know about you, but keeping this mindful is an area of daily consideration for me.

Friends, I+ ls my sincere hope that any Christian seeking better focus in this area will find the

GOG! Tools for Positive Decislion Making as useful to this process as | have.

Your Brother in Christ,
(and GOG! :) )
- Brad
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BOSS OF MY BRAIN
when | consider +his +ool, | +hink of Ephesians 4:22-24, "You were taught, with regard o your

former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by deceitful desires;: o
be made new in the attitude of your minds; and +o put on the new self, created to be like God in

+rue righteousness and holiness.”

We are being taught to be aware of t+he disposition of our own minds, to be cognizant whether we
are exhibi+ing old habi+s, being consumed by emotions, or are using the wisdom taught by +he Word

of God.

TOOLS OF CHOICE
When | consider Posi+ive Thoughts, Posi+ive Words, Positive Actions and the 3 Ps, |'m always

reminded of the book of Proverbs.

What are utilizing +hese tools if not exhibiting the wisdom taught, under the inspiration of the

Holy Spiri+, by the insights and guidelines of Proverbs?

POSITIVE THOUGHTS
Hebrews 4:12, "For +he word of God is [iving and active...it judges the thoughts and attitudes
of the heart.”

1 Corinthians 14:20, "Brothers, stop thinking like children"

POSITIVE WORDS

Proverbs 18:7, "A fool's mouth is his undoing and his lips are a snare to his soul."

POSITIVE ACTIONS

Proverbs 20:11, "Even a child is known by his actions."

WHAT IF

What if my "L" turned into a date somehow?

well, 1'd needtfo be prepared o +alk to a board and to move on with my life in a more powerful,
productive, and positive way.

If | envision myslef dying alone in prison, the despair might possibly crush me. But, somehow, |
don't +hink that's what God has envisioned for me any more than ! do.

With +hat in mind, | strive to prepare myself for the opportunity to present myself back to society

and to live a life that is so different from the one before that no one will recognize 1t but me,
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because it's the one |'ve been envisioning all along.

I+'s a simple 1ife. Nothing fancy, but one with God at the center, surrounded by caring people
of integri+y and compassion. One where | am of service to others, and at the end of +he day,
am proud of what |'ve produced. |

| see (T, 1+ts beautiful. | know 1+'s +there!

REALITY CHECK

As | si+ here writing +his, i+ is drawing close to Christmas, and | am reminded of why Christ
came to us, |

1+ was because we are so far from perfect that, God Himself, the creator of all, was required
for +he propitiation of our errors, and He did this because He so loved us despite these errors.
Yet, in our sometimes simplistic misunderstanding, we still consume ourselves with the guilt of
not being perfect.

Today, | will keep t+he tool Reality Check mindful, and be thankful that by God's Grace, | am

moving forward and He's pleased by this.

ULTIMATE FREEDOM

As | consider the meaning of +he tool Ul+imate Freedom, !|'m reminded of some words in Greek, the
original language of the New Testament.

There's something interesting about Greek. [t's very precise and descriptive. Take the English

word "love" for example. We use this as a kind of generic feeling of warmth. The Greek,vhéwever,

had multiple words +o describe this concept. Two were used in scripture: the word "phelio," which

is "love of the emotion," and "agape," which is "love of the witl.m | find this distinction
fascinating, and here's why: |

when Jesus +old his listeners o love one another as themselves, he used the word agape, not phelio.
In essence, he told them +o +reat one another with love, no matter how they "felt" about each other....
He +old his disciples o do +his by being of service to others: "You know that the rulers of the
centiles lord i+ over them, and +heir high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you.
Instead, whoever wants to become great+ among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first
must be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come fo be served, but to serve, and to give his
{ife as a ransom for many." (Matthew 20:25-28 NIV)

Being of service to others is a part of Christ's very nature and is asked to be a part of ours as
well: "+o prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”

(Ephesfans 4:12 NIV)

What | am finding as | use the tool Ul+imate Freedom, {s the peace and joy of obedience in Christ.
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