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Members of JKMPKA for 2013-2015 with the Prime Minister of Malaysia after their appointment.
Introduction
 

Malaysia is a nation blessed with diversity. Malaysia is truly Asia in terms of the variety of religions, ethnicities and cultures. Seven major religions are practiced by her population. Malaysia achieved her independence through a peaceful process but during an armed insurgency, had grown into a united, peaceful and prosperous country.

 

Malaysia has a unique practice where all people irrespective of their religion and belief join in together to commemorate and celebrate major festivals – the Muslim’s Eidul Fitri, Buddhist’s Wesak, Christian’s Christmas, Hindu’s Deepavali, Sikh’s Vaisakhi, Toaist’s Lao Tze birthday and Bahai’s Naw Ruz. Besides, Malaysians also commemorate Chinese the Lunar New Year, Tadau Ka’amatan and Gawai. In fact the Malaysian Government has gazetted most of these religious-oriented festival days as public holidays or holy days so that all Malaysians will have the opportunity to enjoy and commemorate them together. During these festivals we find another unique Malaysian tradition we called “open house” where no invitation is required to join any of the above celebrations to enjoy their respective cuisines.

 

Harmony reigns amongst her populace. But this is no cause to be complacent. We have seen in many countries how harmony can quickly deteriorate into genocide. In Malaysia too, discordant voices are gaining the attention of the media. Discourses along ethnic and religious lines are beginning to grow in frequency. Actions had to be taken to keep and nurture the peace and harmony. Fostering mutual understanding, true friendship and love is top in the agenda. Leaders must show good statesmanship in working together for the interest of all Malaysians and not just for their own respective communities. True collaboration amongst all must be the way forward to build a better nation.

 

The World Interfaith Harmony Week gives us the yearly reason to celebrate together; a time to contemplate and act to reenergise good relationship and partnership amongst communities.

The Cabinet Committee for the Promotion of Interfaith Understanding and Harmony among Religious Adherents (Jawatankuasa Mempromosikan Persefahaman dan Keharmonian di antara Penganut Agama), JKMPKA formed by the Malaysian government in 2011 has again been entrusted to organise the WIHW 2015.

 

What is JKMPKA
 

JKMPKA is an abbreviation in Malay language  for the “Cabinet Committee for the Promotion of Inter-Religious Harmony And Understanding Amongst Religious Adherents”.

Established by the Cabinet on the 24 February 2010 when Datuk Hjh Illani Isahak was appointed as the first chairperson. After her demise, the Director General of the Department of Unity and Integration was appointed. Presently the chairperson is Prof. Datin Dr. Azizan Baharuddin, the Deputy Director of Institute of Islamic Understanding, Malaysia. 

The main function is to assist the government in her continuous effort to enhance relationship and maintain peace and social stability in Malaysia.

JKMPKA is designed to extend and continue the effort done earlier by The Working Committee on Interfaith relations under the National Unity Advisory Panel.

 

JKMPKA and WIHW 2015
 

 HM King Abdullah II mooted the idea at the UN 65th Plenary Session, New York on the 23rd of  September 2010. The idea was elaborated at the UN General Assembly on the 20th October the same year by HH Prince Ghazi, the King’s representative and special advisor.  The United Nations  unanimously approved the motion through Resolution A/65/PV.34 and  proclaimed the first week of February every year to be dedicated as the World Interfaith Harmony Week (WIHW) on the theme Love of God and Love of the Neighbour. Malaysia started celebrating the WIHW in 2011 and JKMPKA had been entrusted with organising it ever since.

 

This is very important to Malaysia since unity and integration of her people with diverse  ethnic, culture and religion is very important.

 

 Like the previous years, our events for 2015 fulfil the theme proposed by the UN. At the  same time, appropriate to our Malaysian context we capitalise the spirit of Muhibah for   better understanding and appreciation of the celebration.

 

 
 

Why in Klang?
 

The Cabinet Committee for the Promotion of Inter-Religious Harmony And Understanding Amongst  Religious Adherents choose Klang to launch the Commemoration of the World Interfaith Harmony Week 2015.

 

The royal town of Klang is steeped in history, used to be the State of Selangor’s  administrative centre before Kuala Lumpur and Shah Alam came into being.

Amongst the reasons  for choosing Klang were :

           1. The close proximity of communities and their places of worship, justifying it to be the right venue to bloom the love of God and neighbour.

           2. The presence of a common health threat, dengue fever, giving the opportunity to the adherents of all religions and beliefs to do things 

               together for the common good.

 

Map of Klang, Malaysia
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Events Executed in WIHW 2015

	
	Date/Time
	Venue
	Event
	Remarks

	1
	4th February 2015

Wednesday
8.00 am – 5.00 pm
	International Islamic University Malaysia
	4th International  Seminar on Interfaith Harmony and Tolerance





	i.
Organised by IIUM and Ma’din Academy of India in collaboration with the Dept. of National Unity and Integration Malaysia and the Ministry of Culture and Sports, UAE.
ii.
Attended by 250 participants from 14 countries.



	2
	5th February 2015
Thursday

8.00 am – 11.00 pm
	Houses of worship:
a. Baha’i Centre

b. Hong San Si Tao Temple

c. Kwan Imm Buddhist Temple

d. Church of Our Lady of Lourdes

e. Gurdwara Sahib Klang
f. Sri Nagara Thendayuthapani Hindu Temple
g. Tengku Kelana Indian Muslim Mosque.


	Harmony Travelogue and Gotong Royong – Community Service




Baha’i Centre





Hong San Si Tao Temple





Kwan Imm Buddhist Temple





Church of Our Lady of Lourdes





Gurdwara Sahib Klang





Sri Nagara Thendayuthapani Hindu Temple





Tengku Kelana Indian Muslim Mosque.


	 i.
Participated by religious leaders, members of the JKMPKA and adherents of various religions, led by the Minister of National Unity and Integration.
ii.
A  total of about 300 youths, 200 from the National Service Training Program and the rest from the local community, were assigned to help clean-up and beautify the places of worship.
iii.
Doing good work together provided an opportunity to build meaningful relationship for future cooperation.
iv.
A plaque signed by the Minister marked the participation of each house of worship.


	3
	5th February 2015

Thursday

11.30 am-1.00 pm
	Klang Town Council Car Park, Dato Hamzah Street
	Launching Ceremony of WIHW 2015



	i.
The launching was officiated by the Minister in the Prime Ministers’ Department.
ii.
Religious and community leaders along with 450 people were in attendance.

iii. A special exhibition on theprevention of the dengue menace was organised by the Selangor Health Department.

	4
	5th February 2015

Thursday

2.30 -5.00 pm
	Klang Executive Club
	Inter Religious Dialogue




	i.
Attended by 40 religious and community leaders.
ii.
Positive and constructive comments and suggestion were shared by the participants.

iii. The dialogue ended with the commitment to work closely together in the future.


	5
	5th February 2015

Thursday

2.30 -5.00 pm
	PLKN Camp
Pelangi Hill Resort
	Synergy Workshop on Harmony




	i.
The workshop was conducted by the Malaysian Institute of Islamic Understanding (IKIM).
ii.
The 200 attendees were youth of diverse religions, undergoing  their national service training program.



	6
	7th February 2015

Saturday

8.30 am-12.30 pm
	Auditorium Kompleks E
Presint 1 Putrajaya
	Harmony Forum




	i.
The auditorium heard the views on harmony from 7 speakers representing the main religions.
ii.
Over 800 people, mainly the youth of different religions attended the forum.
iii.
The audience responded well to the speakers.

iv.
Time was a constrain.



	7
	7th February 2015

Saturday

12.30 – 1.30 pm
	Auditorium Kompleks E

Presint 1 Putrajaya
	Closing Ceremony




	i.
The closing ceremony followed immediately after the Harmony Forum.

ii.
The commemoration of the WIHW 2015 was officially closed by the Honourable Tan Sri  Joseph Kurup, the Minister in the Prime Ministers’ Department.




 

   

 

_1487793316

_1487793600

_1487793680

_1487793498

_1487792338

_1487793072

_1487793195

_1487792887

_1487791438

_1487791847

_1487790828

_1487791047

_1487790602

