TESTIMONY 1

TESTIMONY FROM THE HINDU PERSPECTIVE FOR THE WIHW.

           The WIHW is considered a holy and divine week observed by Malaysian Hindus.During the week between 1st February to 7th February,all temples observed special prayers for continuous peace and harmony.Sermons and discourses were also conducted to highlight the importance of interfaith harmony and peace among the multiracial and religious community in Malaysia.Apart from that,to reach out to the younger generation, similar activities were encouraged for youths in schools and higher institutions to create the awareness of " tolerance and acceptance as the basis of peace and harmony,"as advocated in the speeches of Swami Vivekananda in his Chicago Address in 1893. 

The other main highlight was "The Harmony Walk." Religious leaders from the various faiths visited all the places of worship with the youths, who did community services at the holy places along with devotees from all faiths.Such practices are now being encouraged by Hindu based- NGO's and temples throughout the country to foster better understanding and respect for interfaith harmony and peace.

The Youth Forum on  "Religious Harmony,"was an excellent finale of the WIHW. Speakers from all the major faiths had the opportunity to share their thoughts based on peace and harmony mentioned in their respective religious scriptures.As for Hinduism, it is clearly stated in the holy text of Bhagavath Gita, that "peace is much connected to everything around us.Always ask,"how are my speech and actions affecting the peace and harmony around me."If each and everyone can observe this, peace and harmony can be rest assured.

May the Almighty showers his blessings for greater peace and interfaith harmony for the mankind of the mankind of the world.

V.KANDASAMY,

DEPUTY PRESIDENT,
MALAYSIA HINDU SANGAM.

PERMANENT MEMBER,JKMPKA.
TESTIMONY 2

MR VIJAYA SAMARAWICKRAMA, PATRON OF SASANA ABHIWUDHI WARDANA SOCIETY, BUDDHIST MAHA VIHARA

The Buddhist community in Malaysia wholeheartedly applauds this initiative to promote Interfaith Understanding through dialogue on a global level.   The Buddha stands out as a religious leader who explicitly encouraged his followers to study and respect the beliefs of others, provided that they were sincere with their religious and spiritual aspirations.  In a world torn apart by narrow religious sectarianism this attempt to promote Interfaith dialogue on the basis of mutual respect will surely produce beneficial results.  Hopefully positive actions will follow the discussion made during the week so that future generations can enjoy the peace we so desperately yearn for today.

More Testimonials 2015 here
