Interfaith Tu’B’shvat Seder and Tree Planting 

P’nai Or of Portland, the Jewish Renewal Congregation of Portland, OR, held two interfaith events during World Interfaith Harmony Week in honor of Interfaith Harmony and our Jewish holiday, Tu B'shvat. This yearly winter festival is devoted to the rebirth of the earthly trees and the rebirth of the Divine Tree of Life through which flows, in our mystical tradition, Divine blessing and creative spirit into our world.  

On February 1st our youth program shared a day of planting trees with families in the Christian and Muslim communities to help restore Tryon Creek State Park. We planted five trees in the park and have a date to return to pull invasive species. Included were the following congregations: P'nai Or, Shir Tikvah, First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, and the Muslim Educational Trust. The event was a great success, with participants already talking about coming together again next year for Tu B'Shevat.

On the eve of February 7 we held an Interfaith Tu B’shvat Seder and Radio Play, an optimistic and inspiring response to the climate crisis and economic injustice.  Jews, Native Americans, Muslims and Christians gathered.  Each community shared why they work to save the earth and how their sacred tradition teaches about social and economic justice.   We had a short seder, a ritual meal where we eat fruits representing the four worlds of body, heart, mind and spirit, interspersed with Jewish, Christian and Muslim teachings about our relationship to nature. tradition.  Our celebration of the trees of our natural and spiritual worlds was enriched by the sharing of the  belief systems, spiritual teachings and values of our sister communities. All the celebrants participated in the ritual seder in which we blessed the Creator of All for giving life to this world and we enjoyed eating the physical fruits of the trees together. 

P'nai Or is a non-profit, devotional community dedicated to “tikkun olam” - repair of the world.

http://youtu.be/VcP-UzHXZeQ
