Karickam International Public School
Karickam P.O. Kottarakkara
Kerala , India.

Interfaith Harmony Week Proclamation Peace Procession

1. Introduction
Karickam International Public School is a reputed educational institution in Kerala, which was started in 2004. Ever since its inception it has been actively participating in all UN related activities, especially the UN Interfaith Harmony Week and UN International Day of Peace. It has around 500 students (Kindergarten to Senior Secondary level) and more than 60 staff members. This school has become a nucleus of so many interfaith activities including international conferences, peace building institutes, Holy Books Conferences,   interfaith dialogues and so on. As part of UN Interfaith Harmony Week,  it honored 15 prominent poets last year. This year the main program was a very colourful proclamation Peace Procession. 
2. Inauguration
Rev. Dr. Victor Kazanjian (International Executive Director of United Religions Initiative) who was visiting Kerala was the chief guest of the day. He inaugurated the peace procession by flying a pigeon to the skies. He also flagged off the March which was led by a students’ band from the forefront. The inaugural session was presided over by Dr. Abraham Karickam, Chairman of the school. So many other dignitaries from various organizations were also present on the occasion. 
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3. Partnering Organizations
Several other organizations like All Kerala Balajana Sakhyam (Under the leadership of the largest daily Malayala Manorama and the largest children’s organization in Asia.), Santhwanam Cancer Care Centre, United Religions Initiative, Cosmic Orchestra Odanavattom, and Chorus Orchestra Thrikkannamangal, YMCA etc. participated in this exciting event. 
4. Events Of The Day
Hundreds of students in numerous fashions participated in the peace procession. Many of them were carrying white flags and a number of posters declaring the glory of peace and evils of war. 

There were so many posters, related to the protection the environment and the Earth. Children were all shouting slogans for the victory of peace and the triumph of UN Interfaith Harmony Week. 
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5. Front Banner
Two students carried the banner of UN Interfaith Harmony Week in English and two others carried another flag in Malayalam, the local language. There were two musical orchestras, one in the front and one at the very back of the procession. Several bikes and decorated school buses also accompanied the peace march.
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6. Spectators
Large number of spectators viewed the peace procession from both sides of the main road through which the participants marched. This has become a regular feature in the area and the people belonging to several communities flock on both sides of the road to encourage the peace walkers. They walk a distance of two kilometers.
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7. Role of Parents
So many parents of the students participate in the peace procession every year. They also encourage the children and adorn them in innumerable colors.
8. Leaders
The student community dress up as Mahatma Gandhi , Swami Vivekananda, Jawahar Lal Nehru, Rabindra Nath Tagore, Maulana Abdul Kalam, Mother Teresa and so on and they lead different groups from front. A large number of decorative and colourful umbrellas (muthukuda) are also carried by the peace marchers. So many students participate in their sports uniform, karate uniform, scout and guide uniform and so on.
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9. Role of Teachers and Other Satff Members
Teachers and staff  of Karickam  International Public School take a keen interest in conducting the peace procession and they take several weeks to plan the event and for its success.
10. Conclusion

2015 UN Interfaith Harmony Week was celebrated with great zeal and vigor by the academic community of Karickam International public School. The program was a great success and helped in really promoting deep interfaith harmony and peace.
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Paper news of the event








Jiji P Mathew (Principal)
