On December 10 Libertas Center for interconfessional and interreligious dialogue hosted an interreligious Roundtable focusing on the Christian-Muslim Dialogue 
Since the annexation of Crimea by Russia, over two thousand Crimean Tartars-Muslims have left the peninsula and settled in Lviv. In view of this situation, a Muslim community of Lviv is facing many new challenges such as housing, job opportunities, place for gatherings and prayer. Libertas Center for interreligious dialogue organized a special platform at the Lviv City Council where Muslim and Christian authorities could address some of the pressing issues. 

This is the second interfaith Roundtable organized by the Libertas Center for interconfessional and interreligious dialogue this year. The first Roundtable took place last May and was sponsored by the Center for Interreligious Understanding. 

The event gathered over fifty participants, representing various religious organizations, OSCE monitoring agents, NGO representatives, and the City Council’s deputies. Among the speakers there were the grand mufti of Ukraine, sheikh Said Ismagilov; Mr. Arsen Zhumadilov, representative of Mustafa Dzhemilov who represents Crimean Tartars; and Mr. Ernest Abkeljamov, head of the “Ichsan” Muslim religious organization.  The Christian side was represented by His Excellency Bishop Dymytriy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate; Mr. Myroslav Marynocych, vice rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University; and Rev. Tikhon Kulbaka, head of the ecumenical commission of the Donetsk Exarchate of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. 

The Roundtable began with an introductory word of welcome by the City Mayor, Mr. Andriy Sadovyy, who emphasized that Lviv has always been an ecumenical and interreligious city, a crossroads of cultures, religions and faiths. 

Symbolically, the Roundtable was held on the International Day of Human Rights. The participants had a chance to watch a short video about what local people in Lviv know about the Crimean Tartars. The video was prepared by the members of the Protestant community of Lviv. At the end of the Roundtable the participants read a common prayer together. 
It is a great honor for our city to host this important interfaith event. I am sure it will show that Ukrainians stand together in face of crisis and war. I wish everyone wisdom and good thoughts. We all can give an example of being a city open to dialogue with the other. The many challenges which are before us today will be better faced if we are all united and firm in our respect and tolerance to each other.  -- Andriy SADOVYY, Lviv City Mayor

The Crimean Tartars are and will be part of Ukraine. Regardless of the political games on the peninsula and in the world, we all feel they belong to our country. That is why their problems are our problems. Of course it is the task of politicians to step in and resolve such problems as housing, jobs and to implement special programs of financial help to the refugees. However, in all this religious leaders have their task and say: first of all, in an attitude of respect and reverence, and, secondly, by providing correct information and assistance to the refugees.  This will be the best example of interreligious dialogue in action. – Taras DZYUBANSKYY, Director of the Libertas Center
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Left to right:

Mr. Arsen Zhumadilov, representative of Mustafa Dzhemilov of the Crimean Tartars; Rev. Tikhon Kulbaka; His Excellency Bishop Dymytrij Rudjuk of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate; Dr. Taras Dzyubanskyy, Director of the Libertas Center; Mufti Sheikh Said Ismagilov; Mr. Myroslav Marynovych, vice-rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University; Mr. Rustem of the Crimean Tartar’s community; and Mr. Ernest Abkeljamov, head of the Muslim religious organization “Ichsan.” 
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Mr. Andriy Sadovyy, Mayor of Lviv, greeting the assembly. 

