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An Article: Intercultural Dialogue & Interfaith Harmony
Today, we are living in a rough stormy world drowning in seas of confusion, ear, tension and anxiety; a world full of instability, conflicts, wars and terrorism. Our world passes the most difficult stage of its long history, and the people, who are more confused, worried and scared, are our children and young generations. People wonder what the future hides for them. Will there be peace among nations and peoples who are different in beliefs, religion, wealth, power, science, technology and culture. What will we do in face of waves of globalization and storms of the new international system that imposes itself on the whole world destroying all heritages of values and principles that humanity inherited?                                                                                                                     Peace and security in several regions of the world are still just a far-reach dream that all peoples and nations aspire to have. Poverty, illnesses, illiteracy, starvation, famines, wars, violence and terrorism all expose people’s safety, humanization and honour to danger. Working for peace with all its -genuine dimensions represents a great challenge to the international society; especially we are today living in a rough world having neither identity nor clear features and where disorder and globalization prevail. Hence, the world should exert no effort to reach much better, fairer and more honest ways to face such challenges and this can be achieved on the basis of fair values shared by all peoples with the necessity of keeping the variety of individuals, communities and cultures.                                                        
 It seems that humanity has rolled into a dark tunnel and can’t find a way out. Waves of hatred have covered the face of the earth and conflict among cultures and civilizations has become so acute, violent and terrible. The civilization and culture of lust, greed, envy, hatred and love of money controlled over human human conscience. We are still living in a world where the rich own the living of the poor and the strong crust the weak. Humanity has become to suffer, have pain and search for love, peace, equality, justice and freedom of conscience. 
Conflict is one of the bases of life that we practice every day. No day passes without having a certain kind of conflict, whether it is cultural, religious, political, social or economic or even self-conflict. The word "conflict" usually has something to do with all what's negative. Conflict among individuals, groups, nations or countries is usually accompanied with dangerous negative behaviours and deeds such as offensiveness, tension, hostility, violence, terrorism and wars, resulting in havoc, destruction and pain. But should we be passive or crippled towards what's going on around us in the world? Has our role or responsibility become just to stand on platforms crying or warning? Unless conflict stops and dialogue starts, all mankind will be destroyed and will vanish, and we will lose peace and stability in our life. We are in bad need of finding a particular way of thinking to face such global challenges around the world. We need to have the language of dialogue and understanding. We need to return to God. We need to awaken our conscience. We need to think of our children and coming generations. We really need a miracle. We need hope, and mostly important, prayers to God.                                                                                                Dialogue, which is one of the main pillars and bases of democracy, human rights and fundamental freedoms, is the key to establish peace based on righteousness, justice and legacy. Dialogue only can lead to understanding, tolerance, solidarity, and reconciliation and consequently wanted peace. Dialogue among cultures and civilizations in an honest and serious way has become a basic demand to achieve peace, putting an end to conflicts, settling disputes and mending cracks. In such a way only, we can add the humanitarian feature to globalization on condition that it is based on justice and comprehensiveness without favouritism or distinction. 
The concept "dialogue" is not new but it existed since the early beginning of creation. God made dialogue with Adam as well as messengers and prophets such as Moses. Also, messengers and prophets made dialogue with their peoples. All these dialogues were out of love, honesty and belief with the aim of reaching superior goals. Hence, we can say that the language of dialogue is a heavenly one and one of God's ways of managing the universe and humanity.                                                                                                                                              

According to the classic view or concept, culture means all what's related to a certain group, nation or society including their customs, traditions, legends and superstitions; whereas civilization is represented in what can be transferred from one culture to another. In other words, civilization is artistic and materialistic, so it can be moved from one place to another. However, the idea of dialogue among civilization often regards the word "civilization" in terms of the concept of "culture" because it refers to a set of clear characteristics which can't be mixed. However, civilization and culture are two ambiguous and confusing concepts.  
Dialogue can be possible and fruitful among parties whether they are individuals, groups or nations when they accept each other as doers having the same honour, humanization and rights. This is why in our today’s world there is a feeling of depression and pessimism regarding our age which has become to be characterized by dualism, mixing norms, hindering understanding and even the impossibility of having dialogue.                                     

Dialogue among cultures and civilizations is an inevitable demand, as we are all different and have different beliefs, religions and cultures but our distinctive and unique characteristics shouldn’t prevent us from taking part in dialogue and resorting to understanding. Dialogue and mixing among diverse cultures and civilizations can be used as a start point to reach a common background and a common language to achieve peace which is the goal we are all seeking today.                                                                                           

The idea of "conflict of civilization" is tasteless. When civilizations meet, we have the ability to meet others and know that they differ in their ways of thinking, beliefs and religions. We also have the ability to share their culture.  

There is an obstacle in the way of dialogue represented in the fact that what is holy to one is not the same to the other. For instance, a Moslem, a Christian or a Jewish can't make dialogue to determine and believe if Jesus Christ is the son of God or Moses received the Ten Commandments or Mohammed's message or prophecy is true. All what we should do is to admit and accept that this or that is holy and make dialogue and proceed to know the others. Talking about dialogue and its ways always puts the west opposite to the east. 
Today, western nations say that there is a good empire as well as an evil one. Eastern nations have a completely different view. One party claims that they represent what is good whereas the other represent what is bad. As a result, there can never be a dialogue as they accuse each other that they are lost sinful dogs and this makes dialogue impossible. Dialogue faces obstacles and barriers in our today’s world represented in the fact that what is holy to one party isn’t so to the other as well as wars, conflicts, injustice, illiteracy, poverty and illnesses which all stand as an obstacle and a block against dialogue and understanding. There are prejudice and hostility against other cultures and civilizations. There is also much silence surrounding main facts about the history of other peoples and nations. In the world today the history, culture and civilization of some nations are neglected and regarded as humble, whereas some other cultures and civilizations are much dignified and glorified. So, if we want to reinforce respect of other cultures in the minds of the youth, we should provide them the correct facts and information about the cultures and civilizations of others without hostility or extremism. The youth should realize that we all belong to the one human society and that the achievements of every country or nation are a kind of enrichment to                                       others.                                                                                                                                                                                                              Dialogue is actually present when each party can decide on their issue and extract evidences and never prohibit the other party from doing the same thing. But dialogue has conditions; mostly important is admitting one as a debater having rights equal to the other. A lot of conditions should be available before getting involved in dialogue. Some people who have important roles in the government or civil society can contribute effectively to this dialogue by publishing brochures, leaflets and books which can help to understand other since mutual dialogue is one condition of dialogue.                                                                                
Dialogue is genuine when both parties put honour into consideration, as there is no dialogue between a master and a slave or between the rich and the poor since dialogue supposes equality and honour. How can there be a dialogue between nations suffering from poverty and starvation and other prosperous rich nations? In such a case, dialogue is plugged with deafness and will not listen to miserable useless calls from forgotten part of mankind. We need a dialogue which has real respect for hundreds millions of people who are threatened by poverty, diseases and other sufferings.
Authentic dialogue means understanding the other, knowing them and realizing that the other is a doer like us and is independent requiring respect, sympathy and affection without which there can’t be any understanding or dialogue. Genuine dialogue is to understand the other and to do so; we should first know them as well as their beliefs, customs, traditions, culture and civilization. We should have a historical background so that we can have sympathy and affection with others. 
Today, we have a kind of mass hysteria and a serious duality, which hinder sympathy and subsequently dialogue. We are living in an age in which understanding misses its foundations due to wars, conflicts and greed that can result in dangerous consequences. The clash between cultures and civilizations already exists and is going on its way, but the outcomes of wars, terrorism and violence generates a terrifying circle of terror, fear, envy, hatred and denial as it is now. And perhaps at this particular moment a war among cultures and civilizations will break out which we should confront and stop but how? By conscience, approval, tolerance, understanding, dialogue, belief in the rights of others, respect and solidarity, we can settle such a terrible confrontation, otherwise we are stepping forward towards a deadly world war and a dark age leaving great destruction and havoc behind.                                                                                                                                      

In this connection, the role of education appears as a stronger and more effective way to reinforce and promote tolerance and understanding, putting dialogue into effect, respecting variety and human rights and practising democracy. This is what we call “ Quality of Education “ which necessitates an overall review and revision of set books and a big change in school curricula, especially what is related to the critical show of relations between diverse cultures and relationships of neighbourhood. The educational policies should guarantee that cultural diversity becomes the pushing and motivating power for the cultural and social consistency and unity, and the educational systems should reinforce democratic nationalism and respect of human rights, and this is considered a major and vital part of this unity. 
In this way, education for diversity becomes a partner that has a strong effect on political work. Education has become to have a great and essential part in spreading the culture of peace and rejecting violence and war and creating a generation of today’s youth who will be the world’s leaders in the future being able to have dialogue and understanding for a better  life full of peace, love ,safety ,stability, welfare and prosperity. Education is usually regarded as the only effective and comprehensive remedy of problems. It plays an important part in forming citizens to have a vital role in their societies. On the other hand, education is an ideological tool connected to political, social and cultural violence.                                                                                                                           There are several ways in which education is intentionally misused. This includes unavailability of education of certain groups or using education to suppress their language and cultural values. There is also education based on discrimination and equality. Schoolbooks are set for political or cultural reasons and planting attitudes of superiority. Education often strikes conflicts and at the same time can help to settle them down. Studying and teaching history often constitutes part of the problem. History which is taught today doesn't do the real job of education because it sometimes helps conflicts and wars to break out. It also encourages discrimination, suppression and playing with minds. Accepting the view of others also means confessing that peace and respecting human rights depend on a deep examination of educational content to reinforce quality of education, and this guarantees teaching values shared by the world and civil education to reinforce and support peace.                                                                                                                                                             Chances for dialogue among students and learners from different cultural societies should be created. Educational curricula should be redesigned so that students can learn about the contents and contexts among cultures and civilizations. Students should be trained to have good awareness and proper ability to make dialogue among civilizations and cultures and to do their best for the world peace. Students should learn and be aware of the culture of dialogue.
When we want to make dialogue among civilizations, there should be first a kind of self-analysis and search for what's stored inside conscience like values and principles. There are some accusations against certain civilizations, so out of dialogue there should be a kind of self-criticism. For example, what did we do for other civilizations? What did we do to make other civilizations suspect us? Why does one party throw accusations at the other party? There is no civilization in itself or by itself or which can claim that it represents all humanity. By way of sharing dialogue among civilizations or by a multi-party dialogue, any civilization can know itself in a better way and put its basic values in a critical test. This kind of dialogue is the only one that can help to guarantee mutual respect, tolerance, honour and participation among people with their different cultural backgrounds.                                     
With globalization, all people feel that there is one global culture or civilization which is imposed on them, losing in such a way their identities. In globalization, only big cultures can exist and small ones are exposed to disappear and vanish. Protecting and reinforcing identities and cultural and civilization heritage shouldn't be a tool that is used to protect extreme nationalism and neglect others. We can't cut down our roots from our motherland and close windows of knowledge and awareness against the rest of the world but different breezes should blow inside our houses coming from all different directions. In addition to the unlimited variety of cultures, there is one global civilization in which ideas and beliefs of humanity meet. This global civilization develops peacefully and productively and it is characterized by its tolerance despite differences and cultural variety. It is a civilization which believes in human rights and that people everywhere have the right to have and give their opinions.                                                                                                             
There is something holy in mankind that can be shared by all different religions and this can make union and relationship possible. Instead of being prisoners of the one idea or the one tune, meeting and variety enrich us. But here is the challenge: Can we accept differences and varieties of life or do we want to be similar? If we want to be similar or the same, this will be horrible. Inside us, there must be a feeling of human society which doesn't cancel differences or varieties among us. There must be a feeling that our planet, the Earth, is also our motherland and that we have one home for all, and unless we have this awareness and feeling of the one home and the society of fates and destinies, mutual understanding and dialogue among civilizations will be almost impossible. 

At cafes, at work, in streets, on means of transport, in clubs and even on beaches, people make dialogue but about what? About trivial and nonsense matters as if they were living in a high tower away from the world in which they live and to which they belong. Instead of smoking and just having drinks at cafes, or reading newspapers and chatting about others at work, or passing time talking about anything or fighting on means of transportation, or standing or sitting at corners of streets bothering others and wandering aimlessly in streets, people should learn the culture of dialogue and have a talk about important global matters and issues. People have lost interest in making dialogue about serious matters. They should have and give their opinions and contribute positively to such global issues.  Without discussing main important issues and with giving great interest in superficial ones, dialogue will be useless and for nothing. When superficial issues wear masks of what is real, emergent and basic, and when there is no agreement or even mutual understanding about what is vital in its origin, misunderstanding and confusion will spread instead of any feelings of sympathy and affection.
Dialogue among civilizations should be necessarily an open continuous process so that the cultures of minorities can survive. Cultures and civilizations should melt together in one pot to form a wonderful blend or mixture When we can understand each other and have sympathy and good understanding towards others … When we can have respect and affection … When we can sit round a table and make dialogue … When we can have the language of dialogue and understanding, then we will find solutions to all our global challenges and make peace. We need to have a green world full of peace and security so that our coming generations and grandchildren can enjoy the world in which they will live. Along with this, we are in need of lifting our cries first to God and to the leaders of the world to stop wars, violence and terrorism: "Please, stop wars and conflicts. Return to the table of dialogue. The planet is crying with pains and sufferings. Keep our earth as God created it and spread peace and love throughout it. Let off pigeons of peace to fly across the skies and travel around the earth calling for peace, love and safety. 
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