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To Whom It May Concern,

I write to commend The Interfaith Centre of Melbourne and the Rev Helen Summers in particular, for the World Interfaith Harmony Week Prize for 2016.

This year’s event was entitled: #I’ll Dine With You and grew out of an awareness of a group of women from diverse religious traditions who saw the need for such an event in Melbourne. 

In Australia, like other Western communities, we are witnessing growing Islamophobia and anti-Semitism especially after the siege and deaths in Sydney and young Muslim men departing Australia to fight overseas with ISIS/Daesh.  Our current Federal Government’s policies are not necessarily bringing the community together and so events such as #I’ll Dine With You are of critical importance.

On the evening of Monday February 29, over 250 people of good-will, from diverse religious communities and of no religion, came together  in the City Square for an open air delicious vegetarian dinner and to connect through thought-provoking Conversation Starters. Reports are already coming in from guests who have arranged to meet their conversational fellow guests at the sixty-metre dining table.

The Interfaith Centre of Melbourne develops World Interfaith Harmony Week events each year as well as providing leadership more broadly within the State of Victoria. The Founder and Director, Rev Helen Summers, is Australia’s first Interfaith Minister. Her own religion is Anglican. Helen Summers and members of The Interfaith Centre of Melbourne all work on a voluntary basis, so to develop, plan and then host this event annually is an enormous undertaking. 

There is no religious institution that gives financial aid for on-going organizational support for the work of The Interfaith Centre of Melbourne. Twenty sponsors and supporters contributed to the cost or gave In kind support for the 2016 WIHW #I’ll Dine With You. This number itself shows the diversity and reach these yearly events have within our Victorian Communities.
Yours Truly  
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Rev Ian Smith                                                                  
Executive Officer                                                              
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