Interfaith Harmony Week Program at Seattle University.

Seattle, Washington, U.S.A.

On Thursday, 5 February 2015, over 100 people—students, faculty, religious leaders and community members—gathered at Seattle University to observe Interfaith Harmony Week.
Addressing the theme “If our faiths teach love, why do we hate?”, we heard from 5 speakers over the course of one hour, then had intense table conversations led by trained facilitators.

Our formal program consisted of the following:

Welcome - Dr. Michael Trice, Associate Dean for Ecumenical and Interreligious Dialogue, 


School of Theology & Ministry, Seattle University

Introduction of Program & Speakers - Rabbi Anson Laytner, Interreligious Initiative Program 


Manager, School of Theology & Ministry

Dr. Le Xuan Hy, professor of psychology, offered a presentation on the Psychological Roots of Hatred

Dr. Sanaa Joy Carey, noted local Islamic scholar and activist, gave an Islamic Perspective

Dr. Mike Raschko, Catholic priest and professor of theology, gave a Christian Perspective

Dr. Guo Cheen, a Buddhist nun and scholar, offered a Buddhist Perspective

Dr. Bea Lawrence, a professor of Jewish studies, presented a Jewish Perspective

Concluding Remarks were offered by Corey Passons, a graduate student at the School of Theology & Ministry.
As mentioned above, one of the highlights of each year’s program is the opportunity for people to meet and engage with people of other faiths in facilitated conversations at each table.  This year, we posed the following questions to guide their discussion:

1. What do you think your faith says about loving “the other”?  About hating “the other”?

2. How are violence and hatred similar or different from each other?

3. In your opinion, what are the root causes of hatred?

4. In what ways are love and peace the same?  Can conflict and love co-exist?

5. Do you think love can grow exponentially as quickly as hatred appears to be able to do?

6. How can we engage those in our faith communities who preach or teach violence and hatred?  Should we engage them?  How can we support one another in this effort to reduce religious hatred?

By all accounts, people felt this was our most successful and significant program to date.

Anson Laytner
