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e [INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

e |Introduction:

District Khanewal is a conflict prone area where violence is often committed in the name of
religion such asincident of Shantinagarin 1997 when a mob attacked on Christian Village
Shantinagar along with other adjacent Christian localities burnt to ashes on false accusation of
desecration of Holy Quran by a Mob.

This series of Incidents have not stopped in Khanewal region. Recently in July 26, 2014 an
incident of same kind occurred in village 31/10-R. Where personal grudge of a Muslim farmer
against a Christian farmer turned into a mob attack on the house of Christian farmer as a result
of this attack the house of Christian farmer was badly destroyed and a person expired. This type
of situation still exists in Khanewal region so there is a dire need of interfaith harmony so that
the risk of mob violence can be checked, minimized and contorted.

Pakistan is an immensely plural country characterized by religious, sectarian and ethno-linguistic
deiversities. It is predominantly a Muslim country with more than 95 percent of its inhabitants
adhering to Islam. There are also serveral Christians denominations, Bahais, Buddists, hindus,
Jains, Parsis, and Sikhs who identify themselves as non-Muslim Pakistans. The unbalanced
economic situation, unstable political condition, terrorism, religious discrimination suicidal bomb
blasts, religious fundamental groups, unemployment, lack of health education and uncertain
future has very likely affected the lives of people of religious minorities in Khanewal region as a
group of individuals who can not defend their rights of honorable living.

Unfortunately, there are institutions available but they are also affected by the current situation
and are unable to play their role in a proper way. At present there is a need to strengthen the
social institutions about the values and customs of the society which gives the lesson of
forgiveness, peace, strong relationship and tolerance as mean of courage and equal status.

To bring people closer, despite of their religious, ethinic, sectrian and linguistic differences,
BETHAK organization initiated this event ”"Interfaith Peace Cultural Festival for Peaceful Co-
Existence” in the context of World interfaith Harmony Week. It is hoped that having provided
such awareness about Composite Culture as a tool of peace and harmony to our people; they
would be enabled to contribute their share to the enrichment of society and establishment of a
culture of peace in conflict prone society of Pakistan. They should know that they are not alone,
God who made them and placed them in this breath taking world will be at their side to inspire
and guide them as they forge ahead to make the world a better place than they find it now.

A journey from dialogue to practice through interfaith peace cultural festival for peaceful co-
existence help people to practically enage into day to day life, building the gaps, accepting the
diffference, coming from dialogue to practice was the sprit of this event.

e Background of Event:

BETHAK as not for profit and non partisan organization it has been working since 2004 in
Southern Province of Punjab, Pakistan to promote peace and harmony in this conflict prone
region because of fundamentalism and its historical attitude towards non-Muslim communities.
The prevailing situation has opened up a new Pandora box with new challenges. Religious




intolerance and discrimination on the basis of religion remain as one of the root causes of a
number of conflict, bomb blasts, and suicidal attacks on going violence in Pakistan. The incidents
of Peshwar, Sukhur, Omar Kot and burning of a Christian couple at Manga Mandi and the places
of worships of Christians, Hindus and Ahmadis were not spared.

Militant sectarian religious groups and parties led by semi literate and bigoted Mullahs have
steadily grown very strong as Taliban in Pakistan. They armed innocent ignorant people with
weapons and promote Jihadi culture. There are recorded incidents in which the fundamentalist
elements not only attached law enforcing agencies, political leadership, innocent citizens with
series of bomb blasts and suicidal attacks, from the follow up of daily news papers one comes to
know that these militant groups are spread substantially across the country during the last few
years.

Keeping the existing situation in mind BETHAK organization has celebrated the interfaith cultural
festival for peaceful co-existence to release the catharsis of the people and acknowledge the
commitment of the people who invested their energies with BETHAK organization to promote
peaceful, harmonious and dignifies existence of all human beings as equal citizens of this region
by bridging gaps of caste, colour, creed and race.

e LOCATION AND FOCUS GROUPS

e Location:

The project will be implemented in Khanewal, which has mixed population of Christians and
Muslims in target area such as:

Khanewal city area ( colonies and blocks)

Christian colony civil lines.

Khurampura colony

Railway colony

Marzipura colony

Chak 72/10-R, Shantinagar

Tiba colony Shantinagar

Chak87/10-R

Focus Group(s):

BETHAK organized a team of 5 members to contact people of good will from all walks of life and
try to convince them to join hands with BETHAK to bring people of all faiths closer to one
another as people of same culture. There had been individual as well as collective meetings with
intellectuals, journalists, religious leaders, politicians and youth of all faiths. BETHAK’s efforts
proved successful and a group of intellectuals, mass media personnel’s, teachers and students
showed their willingness to be a part of BETHAK’s Event for promoting a love of the good and
love of the neighbour in Khanewal region. The biggest achievement of BETHAK was to achieve
the sympathies of religious leaders of Ahl-e-Hadees, Deobandi and Shiah sects. Besides all this
the 4 local NGO’s and human rights activist of Khanewal also helped BETHAK to hold thought
providing event in the context of World interfaith hermony week for promoting a culture of
peace in khanewal region.




Direct Group

e Religious Leaders of all faiths and sects

e Local political leaders of all parties
154 resident of district Khanewal both | e Schools students / youth

male and female. e Teacher & parents
e Journalists
e lawyers

e HR Activists

Indirect Group

154 * 6 (family member and friends) = 924

e GOAL & OBJECTIVES

e Goal:

To focus composite heritage and cultivate cultural values and attitude among people of
different background this will encourage general public for building peaceful society and
ultimately a peaceful world.

e Objective(s):

e To work for a clear understanding of peace and harmony in the context of World Interfaith
Harmony Week..

e To promote theme of social relationship and spirit of brotherhood through social gathering at
Interfaith Peace Cultural festival.

e To identify the dynamics of personal and social transformation particularly in the area of
women, youth and environment of peace.

e To create awareness in society about importance of tolerance and increase interfaith
collaboration at grass root level for promoting love of the good and love of the neighbour.

e MAIN COMPONENTS OF THE EVENT

e Recitation of the Holy Books:

The festival started with recitation from holy Quran, Geeta, Granth Sahib, and Bible by Muslim, Hindu,
Sikh and Christian participants. The content of recitation of all the four holy books was about that all of us
are people of the same God and we must live in peace and harmony respecting the religious values of all
the religions. About this component of the event the audiences were of the opinion that as the
people of different faiths living in this region are not strangers to one another. They are facing
the same crisis of terrorism, communal as well as religious discrimination therefore they have to
join hands to defeat the lurking forces of evil in our midst by promoting traditions of cultural
festivals, and they are based on tolerance and mutual respect for each others as people of the
same culture and God. According to the general consensus of the participants, it was decided
that all of us must follow the social teachings of Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism and Christianity and
promote an atmosphere of social gathering where people can meet to promote a love for good
and love for neighbour.




Pictorial View:
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Outcomes/Results

e Awareness was created about importance of Tolerance and living together as people of same
God.

e The Participants learned the positive elements in other religions common to their own religion thus
they have been enabled to work for promoting culture of peace.

e Candle Vigil:
In the second phase candles were lighted to promote interfaith solidarity with one another and
remember the innocent victims of Military School Peshawar and victims of bomb blasts by

terrorist in shikarpur and the other cities if Pakistan.

Pictorial View:



Outcomes/Results

e Participants recognized the prime importance of the inspiring role to create a better
world order in peace,justice and harmony.

e The diverse groups of people of different ages, professions and occupations, had gathered to
explore and brainstorm on the vital issue of intolerance and extremism as well as they were
aware about the role of general public in promoting peaceful society.

e Peace Awards:

In the third session peace awards were given to 46 peace promoters, out of which were 24
youth peace promoters. It is great privilege for BETHAK organization to recommend the
following prestigious persons for Peace Awards in recognition of their strenuous efforts as
champions of peace and harmony promoters in southern province of Punjab, Pakistan.

Maulana Afzal Abbas:

He is a renowned Muslim scholar and a graduate of Dars-e-Nizami. He has
been serving as Khateeb and Imam of Jamia Masjid Gulberg, Khanewal. He is a
member of Jamiat Ulma-i-Islam and had actively participated in all political
and religious movements in Khanewal. He is a member of all peace committees
at Tehsil, District and Divisional levels. As a great champion of interfaith and
intra-religious dialogue for promoting peace and harmony among Christian and
Muslim communities, and among Islamic religious sects he has rendered
meritorious services. He has discharged a very positive role in building peace
and harmony between the communities at the incident of Shantinagar and
during the demonstrations against blasphemous caricatures. He is a great
supporter of BETHAK organization in promoting peace and harmony through
interfaith dialogue.

Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Sharif:

Fr. Emmanuel Sharif is a Catholic priest and is member of Justice and Peace
commission of catholic diocese of Multan he is interested in promoting more
interaction between different groups and develop participatory and
transformative approach by means of education.




Sardar Surendar Pal Singh:

Sardar Surendar is a politician belonging to PTI, despite his political
involvement, he took active part in promoting peace and harmony through
interfaith dialogue among communities in Khanewal region.

Mrs. Shakuntala Devi:

She has been attached as singer with Radio Pakistan for the last twenty years.
Her sweet melodious voice has earned many fans. She has been taking very
active part in BETHAK’s peace promoting activities and has especially worked
for protecting minorities from mob violence and provided awareness to people
of her community about peaceful and harmonious living with other
communities through interfaith dialogue.

Shams ul Qamar Khan:

Mr. Shams is a famous journalist, an intellectual and politician. He has been
with BETHAK’s peace promoters for last five years. His efforts to unite the
social fabrics of society to aware them of the evil of extremism, terrorism and
fundamentalism because these factors pose a serious danger to the lives of all
groups are remarkable. He has prompted the concept of togetherness and
coexistence for a peaceful living.

Sadia Akram:

She is program officer in South Asia Partnership (SAP-PK) at Multan office. Her
services in Citizen First Project in Khanewal District are remarkable. Especially
in motivating minority leaders to approach the political personnel and
government officers for the rights of minority community and resolving the
problems of vulnerable people who suffer injustice in their daily life. More over
Ms. Sadia ‘s interaction among different sections has helped to minimize ethno
linguistic diversities and promotion of change of acceptance and peaceful living
in collaboration with BETHAK

Aamir Hussaini:

He is a renowned columnist and voices of the voiceless communities. He voices
in his columns to mitigate socio-economic realities which are deepening the
divisions’ at all social level. His cooperation with BETHAK to change extremism
and intolerance into a cultural of peace is remarkable.

Comrade Zafar Igbal:

Basically a lawyer but he has been discharging an important role for workers
party for the last twenty years. His remarkable services for the rights of the
poor and voiceless tenants, sanitary workers and farmers will ever be
remembered. He is a man of versatile genius, who has created critical
consciousness to change oppressive and dehumanizing structure of our
society.




Mrs. Celine Samuel:

She is serving as Assistant Education Officer in education department and she
has always cooperated with BETHAK organization to solve the problems of
village schools under her jurisdiction and provided opportunities to BETHAK
organization to conduct comprehensive programs to engage people into day to
day life bridging activities and accepting the differences of opinions of others.

Syed Karar Haider Tirmizi:

He is senior vice president of people’s youth organization in the Punjab
province. He has been taking very active part in peace promoting activities of
BETHAK organization through interfaith and intra-faith dialogues. BETHAK
appreciated his zeal and craze for change of biases, extremism and intolerance
into a culture of peace, tolerance and harmony.

Cecil Paul:

A renowned activist and as a worker of National Commission for justice and
Peace (NCJP) and head of Sada-e-Umeed organization Cecil Paul has promoted
awareness on human rights, tolerance and peaceful living through social
interaction. As a resource person his participation in study circles has helped
youth to combat religious bigotry at grass root level and raise voice against
every injustice they see around them.

Rana Muhammad Tariq Mahmood:

He is an ex. Joint Secretary of Khanewal Bar Council and is member of district
core committee of HRCP. His services for the socially excluded & trodden
communities like sanitary workers, tenants and religious minorities will be long
remembered, especially his efforts to get minorities and sanitary workers
appointed according to the quota reserved by the government.

Nadeem Najid:

He is a liberal poet who strongly condemns religious fundamentalism which
has rapidly engulfed our society. He belongs to BETHAK’s peace promoters
group. He has played an important role to eliminate social discrimination on
the basis of race and religion in his poetry. He grieves at his own people being
afflicted in the sense of alienation and insecurity at the hands of his own fellow
countrymen.

Masood Chohan:

He is a politician who as a Union Council Nazim has promoted interfaith
harmony and level of mutual coexistence with respect for human values
through practice and propagation of true values and ideas of each diverse
community’s philosophy, living in his Union Council. Masood Chohan being a
member of district peace committee has rendered valuable contribution to
promote inter-religious harmony.




Saeed Shahid:

Mr. Saeed is a press photographer. He has been a source of promoting
BETHAK’s peace acivities not only at national level but also at international
level newspapers and social media.

Mrs. Rozina Parveen:

Mrs. Rozina was introduced to BETHAK organization as collaborating activist of
Aawaz project. She played an important role to unite Christian & Muslim
communities in her union council for a common cause and approach the
Government officials to get their collective problems solved as a united
community. She introduced BETHAK to the Muslim and Christian communities
and promotes a spirit of coexistence as one people for a common cause.

Akhtar Hussain:

Mr. Akhtar is program officer in BETHAK organization. He is very and
committed worker who puts his whole self in the assignment given to him. His
efforts to make BETHAK’s peace activities successful and reach out to people in
Khanewal region are remarkable. He reached out directly to two thousand
people on awareness on mob violence against religious minorities. He always
makes himself available to every person who seeks justice against injustice
done to him.

Ms. Shafia Locus:

She is a part of BETHAK's peace promoters group. She takes an active part in all
the theatre performances for promoting peace. She is also a Human Rights
activist and is always available to promote the awareness on Human rights and
Women Rights.

Syeda Kahakshan Abbas:

She is a women rights activist and politician. She is recipient of peace award on
account of her struggle to promote peace and harmony through interfaith
dialogue among all the communities living in Khanewal region. Being a
member of district council she struggled hard to provide advocacy regarding
freedom of religious belief and also emphasized equality of all human rights for
all human being irrespective of religious belief.

Mir Babar Ali Tirmizi:

Mir Babar Ali as a member of district and divisional peace committee and has
rendered meritorious services to promote peace and harmony in a region
which is known conflict prone area. Where religious intolerance is very
common and disrupts disputes among communities very often. His efforts to
awake people of all communities by holding meetings at his residence, has
created a wider consciousness on necessity of building a just, human and
peaceful society.




Zafar Igbal:

Mr. Zafar Igbal is a founding director of TNW foundation. Being a man of social
sector, he has involved himself in advocacy and conscientization activities
regarding discrimination against people of religious minorities. He practically
did so while helping the flood affected people without any discrimination of
caste, creed and colour.

Ustad Hafeez Naqgash:

A classical singer has been working with BETHAK to promote peace and
harmony through cultural festivals for last ten years. His peace songs on
equality and dignity of everyone have helped BETHAK organization to bring the
communities closer to one another.

Besides these awards BETHAK organization also appreciated the efforts of twenty four
volunteers’ youth who took active part on promotion of peace and harmony activities in their
social circle and areas. The volunteers proved themselves to be precious assets to make
BETHAK’s campaign on protecting minority groups from mob violence.

Pictorial View:

Outcomes/Results

e This gesture of encouragement of awards giving ceremony also motivated 10 more
participants to become a part of the BETHAK’s squade for promoting love of the good and
love of neighbour in their socail circles.




e Media gave an excellent coverage of the Peace Awards not only in local newspapers as well
as in national news papers.

e Peace Messages:

In fourth session peace messages given by peace promoters were very thoughful messages
about peaceful co-existence and love of the neighbour without any distincction of caste and
creed. The messages were read before the audience which they approved unanimously and
promised to act upon the messages of peace promoters in their localities. These messages have
good impact on the minds of the audience. It seemed that the peace festival proved to be
meaingful attempt to bring change in the minds of the audience.

Pictorial View:




Outcomes/Results
e Awareness was created in society about importance of Tolerance and living together as
people of same culture.

e Religious leaders recognized the prime importance of the inspiring role to create a better
world order in peace and justice

e Audience discovered and understood the ways, which people from other cultures and
religions think and act about peace and harmony.

o Peace Poetry:

In this session Nadeem Najid a famous Muslim poet read his poems on peace because the
existing chaotic situation created by terrorists by self suicide and bomb blasts has made every
pakistani very senstive. The teaching of Guru Nanak who promoted peace and harmony among
communities proved to be much impressive. Mr. Najid’s poetry was highly appreicated by the
audience.

Pictorial View: :
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Outcomes/Results

e Peace poetry formed a firm platform on which to build a better future where diverse
people can feel that they belong to same culture.

e Participants were briefed with the composite personality (Guru Nanak) of their society
that could live a life with integrity and peace.

e Peace Songs:

In this session local singers entertained the participants with peace songs and folk music. The
audience not only appreicated the peace songs and folk music but also began singing themselves
with the singers. Peace Songs provided an opportunity to Christian, Muslim and Hindu artists to
get acquainted with one another and thus they developed a close friendship and ties of
brotherhood as well. Musical interaction creates social values of acceptence. Two or more
people create something that is greater than the sum of what they create each on their own.
And sympathies are formed with strong feelings of belonging as one nation. Music making in a
group brings out the social dynamics of the group. Harmonic as well as strained relationships are
brought to the front. Through musical dialogues the interrelationships within the group are
explored. The participants both Christian and Muslim appreciated the efforts of BETHAK and
they requested the BETHAK Project Coordinator to hold such functions of Christian Muslim get
together through such festivals.




Results/Outcomes
e Confidence was developed to make oneself acceptable.
e Artists showed their willingness to promote culture of Peace through Music.
e Peace songs helped to build confidence and created opportunities among artists to develop
competencies on peace and social cohesion to live and work in dignity and to participate in
development of peaceful society.

e Meal Sharing:

At the end the participants of all faiths shared dinner with one another and left the place with a
new zeal to make Pakistan a place of harmonious and peaceful co-existence. Mr. Akhtar Hussain
a Muslim and Mr. Ayaz Parvaiz a Christian, Shakuntala Devi a Hindu and Surendar Pal Singh a
Sikh shared meal in the same plate. Which was a sign of solidarity among communities, such
sharing of meal indicates that they are people of the same family and there is no discrimination
of race, caste and creed among them. Likewise most of the participants shared meal in the same
plate as a sign of one people of the same nation. All of our peace activities were carried out with
aim in raising awareness about the significance of interfaith dialogue, peace building,
universality of love and peace and importance of peace creating love for neighbor without
discrimination. BETHAK succeeded the achieving the maximum possible results by taking
preventive and restorative measures when needed.




Pictorial View:

Outcomes/Results

e Through sharing meal the interrelationships within the group are explored.

e Participants learned how to accept people in daily life without any discrimination of
religion, caste and creed.

e People have learned to play their part consciously or unconsciously in making religious co-
existence a reality.

e |IMPACTS OF THE EVENT:

This may be too early to state about the sustainable impact of the event in the target areas at
this stage. But it is notable that the activities undertaken in the event had the following
impact as the result/indicators of event interventions:

*» BETHAK-Pakistan observed the positive impact from the micro level of individuals to the
meso level of communities through its interfaith peace cultural festival on promoting a
culture of peace for social change in Khanewal region.

It is felt that religious intolerance has been reduced and people are accepting each other
on humanitarian grounds as people of same culture rather than on the bases of their
faith and believes

X/
L X4

Peace building has reflected positive changes in the lived experienced of all those who
lived in this conflict prone area.

+* Interfaith Peace Cultural Festival has opened the way for discussion and exploration of
interpretation and type of social interaction between and with in groups.

** The event has targeted problems at grassroots level and in a short span of time, it is clear
that the this festival has achieved in relation to peace building in the area and the
biggest contribution of the event has been to bring the dialogue on promoting culture of
peace into the public space.




Help counter extremist propaganda in region that pulls individuals into radicalization and
then into extremism.

Community relations have been improved.
¢ Inter —ethnic trust has been built.
Explicit peace building measures.

* It is a source of joy and encouragement that credibility and networking of the
organization (BETHAK) is being strengthened

Media Watch:

The Interfaith peace cultural festival for peaceful co- existence was well covered by local and
national print media. BETHAK received many calls of appreciation of the peace awards ceremony
and especially BETHAK’s peace promoting activities in Khanewal’s conflict prone area where
sectarian as well as religious conflicts abrupt on very minor issues. Following are some news

cuttings of the local and national newspapers
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Column Written by Shahid Anjum a famous Columnist in daily Nayadaur on Interfaith Peace

Cultural Festival for peaceful co-existence

Wednesday 25th February, Ph: (1300-7300870 Fax:061-457274
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Note: You tube has been banned in Pakistan because of blasphemy film. We are using
dailymotion website for uploading movies and video clips. Please check our account in the Name
of BETHAK-Pakistan on daily motion for video clips of Interfaith peace cultural festival for
peaceful co-existence.

You can also check following links for video clips on
http://www.dailymotion.com/BETHAK-Pakistan

Video Clip: Recitation of the holy books

Link: http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2j8sf8_recitation-of-holy-books_shortfilms
Video Clip: Candle Vigil for peaceful co-exitence

Link: http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2jab4j_candle-vigil-bethak_shortfilms
Video Clip: Peace messages by peace promoters

Link: http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2jbvin_peace-messages_shortfilms
Video clip: Peace Poetry by Nadeem Najid

Links: http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2j6vby_peace-poetry-by-nadeem-najid_school
Video Clip: peace awards for peace promoters

Links:

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2jbvky peace-awards-for-peace-promoters_shortfilms

Video Clip: Interfaith Solidarity song by Shakuntala Devi
Links:
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2j5n7v_peace-song-wihw-15-bethak_shortfilms

Video Clips:  Peace songs by Abid Ali and Saleem Kashir
Links:
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2jds8e peace-song-by-abid-ali music

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2jdsa6_peace-song-by-saleem-kashir_music

Reported By:

i

Shahzad Francis
Head of Program
BETHAK-Pakistan
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